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Church  is  documented  in  the  old  minutes.  There  are  many  names,  accusations,  charges, 
trials,  and  exclusions  from  membership.  It  was  necessary  to  use  names  and  charges  in 
order  to  tell  the  story  that  began  200  years  ago.  The  use  of  names  is  not  an  intention  to 
embarrass  any  descendant  living  today. 

The  old  minutes  of  the  "Ross  Meeting  House"  were  written  in  the  grammatical  structure 
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ganization may  use  this  information  without  permission,  if  the  proceeds  are  used  for  hu- 
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and  included  on  many  of  the  following  pages.  All  the  names  that  appeared  in  the  old 
minutes  have  been  used.   Without  records,  it  would  be  impossible  to  learn  of  our  past 
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us  to  see  the  world  they  lived  in,  and  compare  it  with  the  world  we  live  in  today.  As  we 
do  so,  we  are  immediately  reminded  of  the  sacrifices  that  they  made  to  provide  a  much 
better  world  for  us  than  the  world  they  knew.  We  have  become  the  recipients  of  their  re- 
wards. 
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ROSS  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

ESTABLISHED  1804 

THE  FIRST  SEVENTY-FIVE  YEARS 


THE  FOUNDERS 

Information  on  the  beginning  of  Ross  Baptist  Churcli  comes  to  us  through  traditional  stories  dat- 
ing back  to  about  1 800.  Some  of  this  information  can  now  be  documented  through  old  records. 
According  to  tradition,  a  "circuit-riding"  preacher  known  as  Elder  (Rev.)  Martin  Ross  from  Mar- 
tin County  began  to  visit  people  in  what  became  the  Ross  Community.  Using  the  space  under  the 
trees  on  or  near  the  old  Indian  Graveyard  at  Cucklemaker  Creek  as  a  sanctuary,  he  held  "Divine" 
services  during  those  visits.  As  Martin  Ross  continued  to  preach,  the  people  realized  that  they 
were  hearing  a  new  religious  concept  never  preached  in  this  area  before.  Elder  Ross  made  it 
known  that  he  was  committed  to  the  establishment  of  a  "Baptist  Missionary  Society."  It  is  now 
known  that  Martin  Ross  did  not  work  alone  during  his  early  attempts  to  convince  followers  to  be- 
come members  of  a  new  society.  Another  minister  known  as  Elder  James  Ross  joined  him;  how- 
ever, Martin  received  credit  for  much  of  the  work  performed  by  James.  After  researching  these 
men,  it  is  believed  that  James  was  Martin's  younger  brother. 

Martin  and  James  began  their  ministry  in  Martin  County  in  the  Kehukee  Association.  After  Mar- 
tin intensified  his  efforts  to  convert  Kehukee  churches  to  a  missionary  society,  James  became  an 
avid  and  dedicated  supporter.  The  Kehukee  officials  did  not  approve  of  the  term  "Missionary  So- 
ciety," also  known  as  the  "Baptist  Society,"  and  referred  to  it  as  a  "religious  invention"  and  a 
"man-made  society."  The  Kehukee  officials  began  to  refer  to  Martin,  James,  and  the  followers  of 
the  "society"  as  "greedy  missionaries"  that  would  be  begging  for  money  to  support  causes  that 
"God  would  eventually  provide  anyway  as  He  saw  fit."  After  much  controversy,  they  realized 
that  they  were  no  longer  welcome  to  preach  from  the  pulpits  of  the  Kehukee  Association.  Some- 
time between  1 802  and  1 804,  Martin  and  James  moved  to  Bertie  County.  James  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Cashie  Meeting  House  in  Windsor,  and  continued  to  support  the  establishment  of  a 
missionary  society.  Martin  continued  to  travel  as  a  circuit-riding  preacher,  converting  churches 
to  the  missionary  cause.  According  to  the  records,  his  travels  were  remarkable  for  that  period  of 
time  in  our  history.  So  was  his  ability  to  communicate  through  correspondence  and  public 
speaking. 

Before  Martin  and  James  moved  to  Bertie  County,  they  had  traveled  and  preached  in  many  areas 
in  Virginia  and  North  Carolina.  There  is  evidence  that  they  were  successftil  in  convincing  many 
people  in  Bertie  County  and  other  areas  to  support  a  missionary  society.  The  proof  of  this  evi- 
dence is  seen  in  the  deed  that  was  obtained  for  the  lot  where  Ross  Baptist  Church  now  stands. 
Thomas  Newbem,  who  owned  the  property  at  that  time,  wrote  that  deed  during  the  year  of  1802. 
The  property  was  not  deeded  to  a  person,  neither  was  it  deeded  to  a  church,  it  was  deeded  to  the 
Baptist  Society.  This  deed  was  written  twelve  years  before  the  society  would  become  a  reality  in 
Bertie  County.  Through  the  words  "Baptist  Society,"  we  can  assume  that  Martin  and  James  Ross 
were  involved  in  the  transaction  of  that  deed.  The  founders  of  our  church  had  determined  that  it 
would  be  a  member  of  the  "society"  before  it  was  organized.  The  Baptist  Society,  also  known  as 
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the  Missionary  Society,  was  the  beginning  of  what  we  know  today  as  the  North  Carolina  Baptist 
Convention.  Ross  Baptist  Church  was  among  the  first  in  this  enormous  body  of  associated 
churches. 

All  previous  history  written  about  Ross  Baptist  Church  -  mostly  from  traditional  stories  -  states 
that  Martin  Ross  founded,  organized,  and  became  the  first  pastor  of  the  church.  Traditional  his- 
tory also  states  that  the  church  was  named  in  honor  of  Martin  Ross.  During  the  year  of  1994,  an 
extensive  and  careful  review  was  made  of  the  old  church  documents.  While  reviewing  the  docu- 
ments, it  became  evident  that  much  of  the  early  traditional  church  history  was  in  error.  Accord- 
ing to  those  documents,  the  church  was  not  named  in  honor  of  Martin  Ross,  nor  was  he  the  first 
pastor.  Ross  Baptist  Church  was  named  in  honor  of  James  Ross.  James  Ross  served  the  church 
for  fifty  years  -  thirty  years  as  its  first  pastor.  It  is  not  ftilly  understood  how  the  name  of  James 
Ross  could  have  been  omitted  from  all  traditional  and  written  history  for  190  years.  It  is  possible 
that  the  name  and  the  work  of  James  Ross  became  lost  in  the  shadow  of  the  more  prominent  Mar- 
tin Ross.  According  to  church  documents,  James  was  a  sincere  and  dedicated  pastor,  and  was 
very  active  in  his  support  of  early  missionary  programs. 

THE  FIRST  HOUSE  OF  WORSHIP 

Information  obtained  through  the  minutes  of  the  old  Kehukee  Association  informs  us  that  Martin 
and  James  Ross  were  probably  very  active  in  Bertie  County,  including  areas  in  other  counties 
during  the  years  of  1800  -  1805.  It  was  during  those  years  that  Ross  Church  was  organized  and  a 
building  was  constructed.  The  building  was  constructed  of  logs,  and  was  known  as  the  "Log 
Meeting  House."  According  to  the  original  Church  Constitution  and  By-Laws,  the  building  was 
also  known  as  the  "James  Ross  Meeting  House."  The  writer  believes  that  the  church  was  founded 
through  the  cooperative  efforts  of  both  Martin  and  James  about  the  year  of  1 802,  the  year  they 
received  the  deed  for  the  property  (building  lot).  It  is  also  believed  that  the  construction  of  the 
log  building  and  final  organization  of  the  church  followed  in  1804,  through  the  efforts  of  James 
Ross  and  the  charter  members.  According  to  the  records,  and  tradition,  Martin  was  continually 
traveling  and  preaching  during  that  time. 

The  first  known-recorded  information  about  the  Ross  Log  Meeting  House  is  found  in  the  minutes 
of  the  old  Kehukee  Association.  In  October  1805,  the  following  entry  was  written  in  the  minutes. 
"Two  churches  in  Bertie  County,  one  at  the  Log  Meeting  House,  and  the  other  at  Outlaw's  Chapel 
(Holly  Grove)  petitioned  for  admission  as  members  of  this  association  and  were  accepted."  From 
this  information,  we  know  that  the  meetinghouse  was  built  during  the  time  the  church  was  or- 
ganized, or  soon  thereafter.  Traditional  stories  inform  us  that  the  log  building  was  built  "up  the 
hill  from  the  'Baptizing  Hole'  at  Cucklemaker  Creek."  This  would  establish  the  site  of  the  log 
building  at  the  same  location  where  the  church  building  is  today  -  195  years  later.  There  are  sto- 
ries that  describe  the  log  building  as  having  a  "board  shed  front",  and  the  possibility  of  a  "dirt" 
floor.  According  to  the  old  church  minutes,  the  size  of  the  building  was  probably  about  30  feet 
by  60  feet,  and  the  pews  were  wooden  benches  with  no  backrests. 

The  first  recorded  minutes  of  Ross  Church  began  in  1806.  During  the  early  years  the  church  re- 
corded the  name  of  the  minister  that  delivered  each  sermon,  also  all  visiting  ministers.  The  name 
of  Martin  Ross  is  not  mentioned  in  the  minutes,  except  possibly  on  one  occasion  in  the  month  of 
June  1811.  During  that  time  Martin  was  in  the  process  of  establishing  a  program  called  "A  Gen- 
eral Meeting  of  Correspondence"  with  Baptist  churches  in  North  Carolina.  At  the  same  time  he 
was  traveling  extensively,  visiting  churches,  and  converting  them  to  the  missionary  cause.  Martin 
Ross  dedicated  his  life  in  the  ministry  toward  the  establishment  of  the  Baptist  Missionary  Society 
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and  Baptist  Convention.  More  history  on  Elder  Martin  Ross,  The  Circuit  Rider  will  follow  the 
church  history.  James  Ross  will  be  mentioned  many  times  during  the  first  thirty  years  of  this 
history.  More  history  on  Elder  James  Ross,  First  Pastor  will  follow  later. 

The  church  named,  maintained,  and  used  the  "Baptizing  Hole"  >n  Cucklemaker  Creek  to  "bury" 
converts  in  "Holy  Baptism".  When  a  person  became  "saved  by  grace,"  they  were  baptized  within 
thirty  days,  summer  and  winter.  The  baptizing  hole  is  about  200  feet  from  the  mound  known  as 
the  old  Indian  Graveyard.  According  to  tradition,  this  is  the  same  area  where  people  met  to  wor- 
ship before  the  church  was  organized.  Many  people  were  baptized  in  the  old  baptizing  hole.  The 
names  in  the  old  minutes  indicate  that  some  members  were  baptized  several  times.  When  a  bap- 
tism was  scheduled,  the  membership  would  usually  meet  at  the  "water"  (creek)  at  9:00  a.m.,  then 
"repair"  (return)  to  the  meetinghouse  for  "Divine  services." 

WORSHIP  AND  BUSINESS 

For  many  years  church  services  were  held  once  each  month,  and  convened  Friday  or  Saturday  be- 
fore the  fourth  "Lord's  day."  Fridays  and/or  Saturdays  were  designated  as  a  time  for  church  busi- 
ness, and  were  occasionally  filled  with  cases  of  misconduct,  intoxication,  absenteeism,  nonpay- 
ment of  church  dues,  etc.  A  preaching  service  usually  preceded  all  business  meetings.  The  "list" 
(church  roll)  was  usually  called  each  business  meeting.  If  a  member  failed  to  answer  when 
his/her  name  was  read,  they  were  required  to  give  an  excuse  later  for  being  absent.  When  a 
member  failed  to  answer  roll  call  for  a  period  of  twelve  months,  he/she  was  terminated  from 
membership.  According  to  the  minutes,  it  was  often  necessary  to  return  on  Mondays  to  complete 
some  of  the  business  meetings.  Sundays  (the  fourth  Lord's  day)  were  observed  as  a  time  for  wor- 
ship services,  which  were  referred  to  as  "Divine  Services."  Many  of  the  services  included  several 
speakers  and  would  continue  for  much  of  the  day.  It  was  customary  to  extend  an  invitation  for 
new  members  during  business  meetings,  as  well  as  worship  services. 

During  the  early  1 800s,  all  ministers  participated  in  a  scheduled  exchange-visiting  program.  The 
ministers  were  assigned  as  messengers  to  designated  areas,  and  would  preach  to  the  churches  in 
those  areas  according  to  schedule.  If  a  pastor  was  unable  to  preach  to  his  membership  for  any 
reason,  the  associate  pastor  usually  conducted  services  until  the  pastor  returned.  Many  people  be- 
came ordained  "Ministers  of  the  Gospel"  during  the  1800s,  and  some  served  as  associate  pastors. 
Those  people  had  no  formal  training  in  theology,  but  many  were  described  as  eloquent  speakers 
that  "preached  the  Word  with  power."  Pastors  were  usually  engaged  in  an  occupation  other  than 
preaching.  This  was  necessary  in  order  to  support  their  families,  since  most  churches  did  not  pay 
salaries.  Occasionally  the  churches  would  hold  "subscriptions"  (raise  funds)  to  pay  the  pastors. 
Compensation  received  by  the  pastors  from  fund  raising  projects  was  usually  very  meager, 
amounting  to  only  a  few  dollars  a  year. 

Dumg  the  1 800s,  female  members  were  segregated  from  male  members  during  worship  services 
and  business  conferences.  When  a  church  was  organized  during  that  period  of  time,  one  of  the 
first  items  of  business  was  to  "resolve"  that  women  sit  on  the  right  side  of  the  building  facing  the 
pulpit,  and  men  on  the  left.  This  arrangement  placed  the  policy  making  body  -  the  men  -  in  the 
same  group.  Early  Baptist  clergymen  taught  that  equal  status  for  women  was  "contrary  to  God's 
will."  They  had  formed  that  opinion  based  on  two  verses  of  scripture  in  1  Corinthians  14:34-35. 
Women  were  not  permitted  to  speak  during  church  conference  unless  asked  to  do  so.  They  were 
subject  to  disciplinary  action  same  as  the  men,  but  were  not  permitted  to  vote  on  any  matter  of 
business.  During  the  middle  1800s  women  began  to  organize  and  demand  their  rights.  They 
continued  the  "fight"  until  congress  enacted  the  19th  Amendment  in  1920,  giving  women  the 
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right  to  vote  in  general  elections  for  the  first  time.  After  the  enactment  of  the  19th  Amendment, 
churches  began  to  relent  and  permit  women  to  become  partners  in  the  decision  making  process. 
In  1921,  117  years  after  Ross  Church  was  organized,  women  members  were  permitted  to  vote  for 
the  first  time.  Within  five  years,  the  "judicial  type  proceedings"  the  church  had  insisted  upon, 
and  practiced  since  it  was  founded,  came  to  an  end. 

THE  MEMBERS 

The  early  membership  of  the  Log  Meeting  House  was  comprised  of  people  that  shared  traits  of  a 
mixture  of  European  and  American  Indian  ancestory.  The  early  members  were  survivors,  and 
veterans  of  the  American  Revolution  that  ended  the  unscrupulous  and  domineering  tactics  of  the 
British  Crown  twenty  years  earlier.  They  were  becoming  familiar  with  the  new  federal,  state,  and 
county  governments  of  the  post-war  era.  Thomas  Jefferson,  the  third  President  of  the  United 
States  was  in  office.  Abraham  Lincoln  had  not  yet  been  bom.  A  comfortable  home  was  a  one- 
room  log  cabin  with  a  dirt  floor,  beds  padded  with  straw,  cotton,  or  comhusks,  and  a  fireplace 
with  a  stick-frame  chimney  covered  with  clay.  People  communicated  through  the  "Middle  Eng- 
lish" dialect  of  the  Colonial  American  period.  The  mode  of  travel  was  by  foot,  horseback,  or  a 
wheeled  device  pulled  by  a  horse,  mule,  or  ox.  Roads  were  nothing  more  than  wagon  trails  sur- 
faced with  poles  in  boggy  areas,  and  pole  bridges  for  crossing  small  creeks.  The  ability  to  read 
and  write  was  usually  limited  to  a  few  male  individuals,  clergymen,  and  county  officials,  of 
which  many  were  self-taught.  The  illiteracy  rate  among  females  in  the  Ross  Church  area  was  al- 
most one  hundred  percent. 

The  early  members  of  our  church  lived  during  an  era  that  required  much  planning,  skill,  and  ef- 
fort to  provide  for  their  families,  and  to  survive  under  the  adverse  conditions  of  that  time.  They 
suffered  constant  heartbreak  and  grief  due  to  the  devastating  death  rate  of  infants  and  children. 
Leading  causes  of  death  were  dysentery,  whooping  cough,  "infantile  paralyses"  (polio),  "mad-dog 
fever"  (rabies),  pneumonia,  "lockjaw"  (tetanus),  smallpox,  typhoid  fever,  measles,  and  snakebite. 
It  was  during  this  time  that  a  slave  developed  the  first  antidote  for  poisonous  snake  venom  from 
the  plants  of  "horehound"  and  "plantain."  The  following  quotation  comes  from  an  old  history 
book:  "It  was  a  poor  Negro  slave  that  first  discovered  this  valuable  sovereign  remedy;  and  the 
assembly,  or  parliament  of  North  Carolina  rewarded  him  with  his  freedom  and  two  hundred 
pounds  for  divulging  it...."  Two  hundred  pounds  during  that  time  was  equal  to  $563.50.  It  is  not 
known  how  successful  this  remedy  became. 

Despite  the  fact  that  a  large  majority  of  the  early  membership  were  illiterate  and  believed  in 
omens  and  witchcraft,  they  were  superior  to  the  present  membership  in  some  respects.  They  had 
the  ability  to  plan  ahead  and  acquire  provisions  to  overcome  crop  failures,  and  to  survive  the 
harsh  winters.  By  the  time  winter  arrived,  they  had  stocked  their  storerooms  with  a  winter's  sup- 
ply of  food,  which  included  dehydrated  fruits  and  berries.  Ripe  persimmons  were  considered  to 
be  a  delicacy  and  were  also  used  with  honey  as  a  sweetener  for  homemade  beverages.  In  early 
spring  the  "meat-house"  was  stocked  with  hundreds  of  herrings  that  were  bought  for  fifty  cents  a 
thousand,  then  salt-pickled  and/or  dehydrated.  During  the  winter,  the  meat-house  was  filled  with 
salt-cured  pork,  beef,  and  venison.  Fresh  meat  was  usually  provided  through  the  winter  by  hunt- 
ing and  trapping.  Com  was  stored  for  the  purpose  of  processing  hominy,  grits,  and  com  flour.  A 
supply  of  cotton  and  wool  was  stored  to  be  spun  and  woven  for  making  clothes  during  the  winter. 
After  the  wood  supply  had  been  replenished,  the  wives  and  children  would  settle  down  until  the 
arrival  of  early  spring. 
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The  early  members  of  the  Log  Meeting  House  were  employed  in  various  occupations.  Very  few 
jobs  were  to  be  found  on  plantations/farms,  since  slaves  usually  performed  those  tasks.  Jobs 
available  within  the  county  were  the  construction  and/or  operation  of  roads,  bridges,  water-pow- 
ered gristmills  and  sawmills,  ferryboats  and  masted  (wind-driven)  schooners  (used  for  shipping 
commodities  to  distant  docks  and  ports).  Other  jobs  available  included  the  building  of  coaches, 
wagons  and  buggies,  saddles,  roofing  shingles  (split  and  dressed  manually),  blacksmithing,  tan- 
ning animal  hides  and  processing  leather  for  harness,  and  the  breeding  and  sale  of  horses  and 
mules.  Many  were  involved  in  the  extraction  and  processing  of  turpentine,  pitch,  and  tar  fi-om 
resinous  trees.  It  is  known  that  some  of  our  members  accepted  seasonal  jobs  in  the  fisheries  lo- 
cated on  the  Chowan  River.  Many  of  the  plantations  and  small  farms  produced  large  quantities  of 
molasses  and  com  whiskey  to  be  shipped  to  various  locations.  Shipping  and  storing  items  such  as 
turpentine,  tar,  pitch,  molasses,  whiskey,  pickled  fish  and  pork,  required  leak-tight  containers. 
This  created  a  demand  for  people  highly  skilled  in  cooperage  (manufacturing  wooden  barrels, 
kegs,  casks,  tubs,  and  crates).  During  that  period  of  local  history,  many  thousands  of  those  items 
were  made  for  individual  and  commercial  use.  This  is  just  a  small  part  of  the  world  that  the 
members  of  the  old  Log  Meeting  House  lived  in. 

Slaves  were  also  received  into  full  membership;  however,  the  church  would  not  accept  them 
without  permission  from  their  owners.  According  to  the  minutes,  slaves  were  subject  to  the  same 
standards  and  rules  as  other  members,  and  were  baptized  during  the  same  service  with  the  white 
candidates.  They  were  required  to  attend  church  faithfully,  or  risk  the  loss  of  membership.  There 
are  no  records  to  indicate  that  slaves  were  required  to  support  the  church  in  any  way  except 
through  attendance.  The  church  referred  to  slaves  as  being  the  "property"  of  their  owners,  but  in 
general,  slaves  were  treated  with  some  respect  as  church  members.  During  July  1 846,  two  slaves, 
"Phillip"and  "Rountree"  became  officers  of  the  church  when  they  were  appointed  to  serve  on  a 
committee  (more  on  this  later).  When  slavery  ended  in  1865,  Ross  Church  had  been  recording 
minutes  for  sixty  years.  During  this  time,  only  one  of  the  clerks  ever  referred  to  slaves  as  "nig- 
gers." They  were  usually  referred  to  as  "people  of  color,"  "black  people,"  or  "property."  After 
slavery  ended,  all  black  members  were  given  a  surname  that  usually  identified  them  with  their 
former  owner. 

According  to  traditional  stories,  the  church  reached  its  peak  in  black  membership  about  the  year 
of  1860.  Those  same  stories  inform  us  that  after  the  slaves  were  set  free,  they  eventually  organ- 
ized a  separate  church  near  Ross  Church.  The  date  the  black  church  was  organized  is  not  known. 
Immediately  after  the  Civil  War,  many  black  members  were  excluded  from  membership  on 
charges  of  misconduct,  while  others  requested  and  received  letters  of  transfer.  If  a  black  church 
was  organized,  it  was  probably  during  that  period  of  time.  According  to  Bertie  County  history, 
several  Negro  Baptist  churches  were  organized  in  the  county  soon  after  slaves  were  freed  in  1865. 
It  has  been  told  that  the  "black"  church  ceased  to  exist  about  1910,  and  its  last  pastor  was  a  for- 
mer slave  named  Isom  West.  It  is  known  that  Isom  West  and  Alec  Bunch  were  among  the  last  of 
former  slaves  to  live  in  the  Ross  Community.  Some  people  that  were  bom  during  the  late  1800s 
believed  that  Isom  and  Alec  were  members  of  Ross  Church  at  one  time.  Both  owned  small  farms 
in  the  community,  and  both  died  about  1914.  Isom  died  from  pneumonia  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
four.  He  was  buried  one-mile  southwest  of  Ross  Church  near  the  old  "Bass"  home-place.  One  of 
Isom's  daughters  was  buried  at  the  same  site.  Alec  was  killed  by  a  tomado,  and  was  buried  near 
Cucklemaker  Creek.  Isom  and  Alec  fathered  large  families  that  moved  away  from  the  commu- 
nity. 

According  to  the  old  minutes  of  the  church,  the  morals  of  the  people  during  the  early  1 800s  were 
much  the  same  as  they  are  today.  They  were  guilty  of  misconduct,  mischief,  bickering,  fighting, 
did  not  attend  or  support  the  church,  committed  fomication,  and  adultery.  In  the  beginning,  the 
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church  became  involved  in  many  personal  matters.  After  more  than  100  years  of  threats,  charges, 
trials,  and  exclusions  from  membership,  the  church  began  to  realize  that  some  matters  must  be 
settled  between  God  and  man.  Eventually,  the  church  accepted  the  fact  that  it  was  comprised  of 
sinftil  members  trying  to  force  the  Word  of  God  upon  other  sinners,  with  little  or  no  success. 
Slowly,  over  a  span  of  many  years  the  church  membership  adopted  a  less  dictatorial  stance,  and 
began  to  witness  as  "sinners  saved  by  grace"  to  other  sinners.  The  final  outcome  of  this  exercise 
was  left  to  the  voluntary  commitment  of  man,  and  his  personal  relationship  with  God.  The 
church  accepted  the  fact  that  man  was  created  a  free  agent,  and  has  always  known  that  he  alone 
should  decide  his  personal  and  spiritual  fijture.  However,  the  church  continued  to  encourage, 
share  experiences,  and  the  Word  of  God  to  aid  the  free  agent  in  making  choices.  Ross  Baptist 
Church  has  shared  the  Word  of  God  with  many  "free  agents"  through  the  years. 

The  last  few  paragraphs  give  a  brief  description  of  the  people  that  were  the  first  members  of  Ross 
Baptist  Church,  and  some  of  the  conditions  they  were  familiar  with.  We  should  keep  this  in  mind 
as  we  continue  this  history,  for  the  paragraphs  are  also  descriptions  of  the  church  during  the 
1 800s.  The  personal  remarks  found  in  the  old  minutes  reveal  much  about  the  world  that  produced 
the  people  that  became  the  Ross  Community.  Some  of  those  were  probably  former  members,  or 
supporters  of  the  Anglican  Church  (Church  of  England)  that  ceased  to  exist  in  this  area  during  the 
early  1 780s.  About  the  beginning  of  the  1 800s,  the  people  began  to  receive  visits  from  "circuit- 
riding"  preachers.  They  preached  a  "new  religion"  they  had  named  "The  Baptist  Missionary  So- 
ciety." People  with  names  like  Cowan,  Newbem,  Mizelle,  Oxley,  Freeman,  Hughes,  Pugh, 
White,  Yeats,  and  others  became  followers  and  supporters,  and  a  church  was  bom.  The  James 
Ross  Log  Meeting  House  became  the  first  center  of  worship.  That  log  building  served  the  mem- 
bership during  the  first  fifty-five  years. 

THE  SECOND  HOUSE  OF  WORSHIP 

During  a  business  meeting  on  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Lord's  day  in  October  1858,  the 
membership  discussed  the  possibility  of  raising  funds  to  build  a  new  church  building.  When  the 
clerk  made  his  report  on  the  November  meeting  of  the  same  year,  he  recorded  the  meeting  as 
follows:  "A  motion  was  made  and  carried,  that  ten  subscribers  (contributors)  be  appointed  to 
draw  the  dimetions  (dimensions)  and  say  when  the  house  will  be  let  out  (when  construction  will 
begin)  and  when  it  will  be  disposed  of  (completed).  The  following  names  are  the  committee: 
Moses  L.  Mizelle,  William  J.  Mitchell,  Aaron  S.  Mizelle,  Starky  E.  Mizelle,  Ruffin  M.  White,  A. 
J.  Morris,  Josiah  Mizelle,  William  H.  Hoggard,  Henry  Mizelle,  and  W.  D.  Wind  (Wynn)."  When 
the  committee  reported  to  the  church  at  the  December  meeting  they  "agreed  that  Henry  Mizelle 
be  appointed  'Head  Workman,'  and  that  he  hire  such  as  he  please  and  discharge  at  his  will. 
Agreed  that  the  house  should  be  forty  feet  by  fifty  feet  with  a  sixteen  foot  pitch,  with  a  gallery, 
and  two  doors  in  the  front  facing  the  road."  According  to  the  minutes,  the  new  building  was 
completed  during  the  year  of  1 860. 

Some  of  the  members  that  attended  the  second  house  of  worship  -  before  it  was  renovated  in 
1906  -  lived  well  into  the  1900s.  Much  has  been  learned  of  the  building  from  detailed  descrip- 
tions shared  by  those  members  that  are  now  departed.  According  to  the  stories,  there  was  a  gal- 
lery on  each  side  near  the  rear  of  the  building,  with  stairway  access  to  each.  Each  gallery  was 
equipped  with  benches  to  accommodate  slave  and/or  former  slave  membership.  The  building  was 
described  as  modem  with  walls  of  whitewashed  plaster,  and  wide  boards  from  the  heart  of  the  log 
covered  the  floor.  Stories  were  told  of  the  "tobacco  chewing  members"  and  their  preference  to  sit 
where  knotholes  in  the  floor  were  located.  The  main  supporting  wooden  beams  for  the  founda- 
tion and  roof  were  individually  selected  and  "fashioned"  by  hand  to  the  preferred  dimensions. 
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These  members  were  joined  together  by  mortising,  notching,  drilling,  and  wooden  pegs.  When 
the  building  underwent  extensive  renovations  in  1906,  the  main  supporting  beams  were  either  left 
in  place,  or  used  again  in  another  location  of  the  building.  Some  of  the  beams  that  were  placed  in 
the  Ross  Church  building  in  1859  are  still  in  place. 

EARLY  ROSS  CHURCH  AND  ITS  MUSIC 

Since  the  majority  of  the  early  membership  was  illiterate,  songbooks  were  not  used.  According  to 
the  church  minutes,  only  two  songbooks  were  purchased  during  the  first  seventy-five  years. 
Stringed  instruments  were  not  allowed  in  the  church  building.  Neither  could  the  church  afford  to 
buy  an  organ.  So,  for  many  years  the  song  leaders  led  the  congregation  without  music.  Stories  of 
long  ago  told  of  the  song  leaders  "walking  the  aisles"  as  they  led  the  singing.  The  names  of  the 
song  leaders  are  not  recorded  in  the  minutes.  Church  tradition  states  that  Penelope  Harrison  "led 
the  singing"  for  many  years  during  the  1 800s.  The  minutes  give  an  account  of  Elder  Henry  White 
singing  a  solo  before  preaching  a  sermon  on  one  occasion.  Most  men  considered  it  "urmianly" 
and  "unsophisticated"  for  them  to  sing  in  church  -  some  still  do. 

By  the  late  1800s  the  church  had  purchased  a  calliope  organ,  which  was  probably  their  first 
musical  instrument.  The  calliope  organ  was  equipped  with  an  air  bellows  that  forced  air  through 
"octave  reed  keys,"  thus  producing  the  sound.  The  sound  was  amplified  as  it  passed  through  the 
final  tonal  tubes  located  on  the  rear  of  the  instrument.  Foot  pedals  near  the  floor  were  attached  to 
the  air  bellows.  It  was  necessary  for  the  musician  to  manipulate  the  foot  pedals  vigorously  while 
playing  to  produce  the  volume  of  air  required  for  the  instrument  to  make  music.  According  to  re- 
ports on  the  old  organ,  it  was  impossible  to  keep  it  in  tune  and  it  soon  acquired  the  name 
"wheeze-box." 

Eventually,  local  Baptist  churches  agreed  to  allow  stringed  instruments  to  be  placed  in  their 
buildings,  and  replaced  organs  with  pianos.  Male  members  of  the  church  were  impressed  with 
piano  music  and  began  to  sing.  Churches  were  soon  blessed  with  male  choruses,  quartets,  and 
organized  "Singing  Conventions."  It  was  through  those  conventions  that  "Gospel  Music"  became 
popular  in  Bertie  and  neighboring  counties.  By  1930,  the  Ross  Quartet  was  singing  competitively 
in  gospel  concerts  that  were  sponsored  by  several  churches.  They  were  rated  "The  Leading  Gos- 
pel Quartet"  for  many  years.  The  original  members  of  the  group  were  W.  Scott  Hoggard,  Alonzo 
Hoggard,  Otis  Hoggard,  and  John  Wesley  Cowan,  Sr.  Those  members  departed  years  ago,  but 
they  are  probably  still  singing,  wherever  they  are. 

VOICES  FROM  THE  PAST 

The  Log  Meeting  House  Church  began  recording  minutes  during  January  of  1806.  The  minutes 
include  many  names  of  people  that  became  members;  however,  the  names  of  some  members  were 
not  recorded.  For  the  purpose  of  genealogical  and  family  research,  all  recorded  names  will  be 
used  on  the  following  pages.  The  names  of  the  charter  members  have  been  determined  by 
studying  the  early  years  of  the  minutes.  We  believe  these  to  be  correct  within  a  small  margin  of 
error.  The  names  of  the  wives  of  the  charter  members  are  not  known;  therefore,  we  have  no 
choice  but  to  omit  them.  The  following  names  are  believed  to  have  been  local  charter  members 
of  the  Log  Meeting  House:  John  Cowan,  William  Cowan,  Aaron  Freeman,  John  Mizelle,  Henry 
Pugh,  Isma  (Ishmael)  Yeats,  George  Outlaw,  Benjamin  Folk,  Cornelius  Hughes,  Thomas  New- 
bem,  and  possibly  others.  These  were  the  first  officers  of  the  church,  and  were  often  called  upon 
for  prayer,  or  to  act  as  moderator  during  business  meetings.  A  different  moderator  was  appointed 
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for  each  meeting.  Occasionally  a  visiting  member  from  another  church  would  be  appointed  to 
moderate  the  business  meeting. 

THE  YEAR  OF  1806:  The  first  recorded  minutes  are  dated  "Saturday  before  the  fourth  Lord's 
day  in  January."  The  minutes  refer  to  previous  business  meetings  that  were  not  documented. 
Evidently,  all  business  prior  to  1806  was  not  recorded.  The  first  recorded  minutes  refer  to  the 
pastor  as  "loving  brother"  Elder  James  Ross,  who  delivered  his  sermons  with  "power."  The  clerk 
also  made  the  following  personal  comment  about  the  service:  "Though  we  be  few  hearing,  the 
candle  of  the  Lord  appeared  to  shine  among  us.  It  was  a  time  of  refreshing  in  presence  of  the 
Lord."  After  John  Cowan  was  appointed  moderator,  the  church  went  into  business  session. 

Elder  James  Ross  was  appointed  to  prepare  a  request  for  membership  in  the  Bertie  Union.  Isma 
Yeats  and  John  Cowan  were  appointed  to  present  the  request  at  the  next  Bertie  Union  Meeting. 
This  meeting  was  held  at  Sandy  Run  on  Friday  before  the  fourth  Sunday  in  March.  Ross  Church 
was  among  the  first  to  become  a  member,  along  with  Connaritsa,  Outlaw's  Chapel  (Holly  Grove), 
Cashie,  and  Sandy  Run. 

Ezekiel  White  and  wife  Mary  were  received  into  membership  through  letters  from  another 
church.  Preaching  was  scheduled  for  the  next  day  (Sunday)  in  the  afternoon.  The  meeting  ended 
in  prayer  by  Henry  Pugh. 

March  1806:  The  Saturday  before  the  third  Sunday  in  March.  James  Ross  held  "Divine"  serv- 
ices. After  preaching,  Thomas  Speller  (visiting  from  Cashie)  was  chosen  as  moderator  for  busi- 
ness. Judy  Freeman,  Sarah  Fleetwood,  and  Ann  Thomas  were  received  as  "saved  by  grace" 
members.  They  were  baptized  on  Sunday  morning  at  9  a.m.,  in  the  baptizing  hole  at  Cuckle- 
maker  Creek. 

April  1 806:  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday.  After  preaching  by  visitors  Elder  John  Nowell 
and  Elder  Moses  Gillam,  Elder  James  Ross  was  appointed  moderator  for  the  business  session. 

The  membership  was  informed  of  the  death  of  Sister  Leary.  Elder  James  Ross  was  received  as  a 
member  by  letter.  His  letter  was  from  the  "church  at  Cashie."  James  Ross  and  Cornelius  Hughes 
were  appointed  as  delegates  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  association  (Ross  Church  was  a  member  of 
the  Kehukee  Association  during  1 806).  It  was  agreed  to  send  one  dollar  to  the  Kehukee  Fund. 

May  1806:  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday.  The  meeting  was  held  at  the  home  of  John 
Mizelle.  According  to  the  minutes,  "most  of  the  brothers"  were  present,  but  "no  business  was 
done."  If  there  was  a  Sunday  service,  it  was  not  reported. 

June  1 806:  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday.  After  preaching,  the  church  went  into  conference 
and  "heard  the  joyful  news  of  an  experience  of  grace"  from  George  Outlaw. 

On  Sunday  morning  the  church  "met  at  the  water"  for  baptismal  services.  The  names  of  the  can- 
didates are  not  recorded.  During  baptismal  services,  Alexander  Freeman  was  received  as  a  mem- 
ber. The  membership  returned  to  the  "meetinghouse"  to  "a  happy  meeting,"  and  a  "great  en- 
gagement amongst  the  people." 

July  1 806:  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday.  After  preaching  by  Elder  Ross,  the  church  met  in 
conference.  Nathan  Hughes  was  received  as  a  new  member.  Aaron  Freeman  replaced  Henry 
Pugh  as  clerk. 


8 


On  Sunday  morning,  the  church  "met  at  the  water"  to  baptize  Alexander  Freeman  and  Nathan 
Hughes.  Then  returned  to  the  meetinghouse  where  they  experienced  a  "happy  meeting"  as  Elder 
James  Ross  preached  to  a  "numerous  audience." 

August  1 806:  Friday  before  the  fourth  Sunday.  After  preaching  by  Elder  Ross,  the  church  went 
into  its  "yearly  meeting."  No  business  was  done  due  to  poor  attendance.  The  annual  meeting  was 
for  the  purpose  of  electing  officers,  deacons,  etc.,  and  to  discuss  the  pastor's  position  for  another 
year. 

Saturday,  there  was  no  meeting  due  to  "continued  rain."  On  Sunday,  Elders  James  Ross,  Aaron 
Spivey,  Richard  Poindexter,  Moses  Gillam,  and  David  Spivey  preached  to  a  "considerable  audi- 
ence." Communion  service  was  scheduled,  but  was  omitted  because  of  the  day  "being  too  far 
spent." 

November  1 806:  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday.  "Divine  service  was  introduced  by  Elder  J. 
Rutland."  Conference  was  called  off  On  Sunday,  the  services  continued  as  Elders  Ross  and 
Rutland  filled  the  pulpit. 

December  1806:  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday.  After  Elder  James  Ross  preached,  he  opened 
the  business  conference  through  prayer.  Isma  Yeats  was  chosen  moderator.  After  the  roll  was 
called,  the  clerk  was  instructed  to  make  a  list  of  all  the  members  of  the  church  so  all  absent  mem- 
bers may  be  known  in  the  future.  This  was  the  beginning  a  systematic  (usually  each  month)  roll 
call  program  that  for  many  years  prompted  many  charges  of  absenteeism,  misconduct,  and  failure 
to  support  the  church.  The  program  caused  animosity  between  the  church  and  many  of  its  mem- 
bers. The  church  tried  for  125  years  to  make  the  roll  call  program  work  -  without  success. 

William  Cowan  was  elected  to  become  the  first  treasurer  to  "keep  the  fund."  This  position  was 
known  as  the  General  Treasurer.  Another  treasurer,  Isma  Yeats,  was  appointed  to  keep  the  "pas- 
tor's ftmd."  Since  the  church  did  not  pay  the  pastor  a  salary,  it  was  the  responsibility  of  the  treas- 
urer of  the  pastor's  fiind  to  raise  fiinds  to  support  the  pastor.  This  amounted  to  a  few  dollars  each 
year. 

The  Decorum  (rules  of  conference)  was  read  and  approved.  The  reading  of  the  Decorum  on  Sat- 
urday before  the  fourth  Sunday  in  December  1806  probably  revealed  the  first  "Bylaws"  ever 
adopted  by  the  church.  Also  revealed  in  this  document  is  the  fu^st  evidence  that  Ross  Baptist 
Church  was  named  in  honor  of  James  Ross,  not  Martin  Ross.  Following  is  a  copy  of  the  Deco- 
rum, verbatim,  as  it  was  read  in  the  year  of  1806. 

A  DECORUM  ON  RULES  OF  CONFERENCE 

From  a  long  series  of  experience,  we  the  Church  of  Christ,  being  assembled  in  North  Carolina, 
Bertie  County,  at  the  E.  JAMES  ROSS  MEETING  HOUSE,  are  convinced  of  the  propriety  of 
convening  together  as  often  as  may  be  in  order  to  hold  conference  and  to  discharge  our  respective 
duty  in  watching  over  one  another  as  Christ  has  commanded,  agreed  therefore  to  the  following 
rules  for  this  church,  for  our  conduct  in  conference  (Hebrews  10:19).  We  will  not  forsake  the 
Lord  our  God  (Hebrews  10:24-25). 

Article  1 :  Conference  shall  be  composed  of  the  members  of  this  church  only,  except  any  of  the 
members  of  our  sister  churches  shall  be  present.  In  such  case,  the  church  may  direct 
the  moderator  to  invite  them  to  a  seat.  Likewise,  any  person,  or  persons  of  our  Chris- 
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tian  denomination  supposed  to  be  truly  pious,  may  in  some  cases  be  admitted  to  take  a 
seat  (Acts  4:23,  15:6) 


Conference  shall  be  opened  and  closed  with  prayer  to  Almighty  God  (1  Tim.  2:1). 

One  shall  be  chosen  that  shall  preside  as  moderator  and  shall  be  addressed  under  the 
appellation  of  Brother  Moderator,  to  whom  every  speech  shall  be  directed.  He  shall 
not  be  at  liberty  to  give  his  opinion  upon  any  matter  in  debate,  except  the  chair  first  be 
filled.  Neither  will  he  be  entitled  to  a  vote  unless  there  be  a  tie  in  taking  the  question, 
then  he  may  vote. 

A  Clerk  shall  be  chosen  whose  office  shall  continue  during  the  discretion  of  the 
church.  Whose  business  it  shall  be  to  factly  record  in  a  book  kept  for  that  purpose,  all 
the  proceedings  of  conference.  He  shall  rise  before  conference  by  request  and  read 
over  for  correction  if  be  so  required.  It  shall  be  the  clerk's  business  to  to  keep  safe  all 
papers  put  in  his  care  by  the  church 

The  name  of  each  member  shall  be  regularly  enrolled  and  distinctly  called  over  by  the 
clerk  at  the  request  of  the  church.  A  significant  mark  shall  be  put  to  the  names  of  all 
absent  members  (Acts  1:15). 

A  door  shall  be  opened  for  the  admission  of  new  members,  but  none  shall  be  received 
but  by  unanimous  consent.  They  shall  first  relate  their  experiences,  or  give  an  account 
of  the  work  of  God  upon  their  souls.  When  full  satisfaction  is  obtained,  the  presiding 
Pastor,  or  in  his  absence,  the  Moderator  shall  manifest  the  same  by  giving  him,  or  her, 
the  right  hand  of  fellowship,  thereby  receiving  them  to  baptism.  "And  they  gave  us  the 
right  hand  of  fellowship"  (1  Peter  3:5). 

No  complaint  shall  be  brought  against  a  brother  or  sister,  respecting  crimes  of  a 
private  nature  until  the  aggrieved  party  has  complied  with  the  directions  given  by  our 
Lord  in  the  18th  chapter  of  Matthew  (Matthew  18:15-17). 

Article  8:  In  conference,  we  shall  speak  one  at  a  time  and  shall  rise  from  his  or  her  seat  when 
we  speak. 

Article  9:  Every  motion  made  and  seconded  shall  come  under  the  consideration  of  the  confer- 
ence, unless  withdrawn  be  the  member  that  made  it. 

January  1 807:  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday.  "A  few  brethren  met,  but  no  preaching  by 
reason  of  rain."  On  Sunday,  James  Ross  preached.  After  preaching,  the  church  appointed  John 
Cowan  as  moderator,  then  met  in  conference,  and  was  informed  of  the  death  of  John  Ray. 

After  the  names  on  the  church  roll  were  read,  it  was  agreed  that  in  the  future  all  members  must 
give  an  excuse  for  being  absent.  Elder  James  Ross  and  Isma  Yeats  were  chosen  as  delegates  to 
the  next  meeting  of  the  association.  Agreed  to  send  one  dollar  to  the  fund.  The  James  Ross 
Meeting  House  was  a  member  of  the  Chowan  Association  (*)  in  1807. 

(*)  The  officials  of  the  Kehukee  Association,  during  a  meeting  in  October  1805,  informed  the 
"Missionaries"  that  they  refused  to  have  any  part  in  their  "man-made  society."  The  officials  pro- 
posed that  all  proponents  of  the  society  organize  into  their  own  association.  The  Kehukee  then 
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moved  their  boundary  lines  excluding  the  "missionaries"  from  the  association.  During  the  month 
of  May  1 806,  delegates  from  churches  north  of  the  Roanoke  River  to  the  Virginia  Line  met  at  the 
Newbiggin  Meeting  House  in  Pasquotank  County.  When  the  meeting  was  over,  they  had  organ- 
ized into  an  associated  body  known  as  the  Chowan  Association.  Ross  Church  became  a  member 
in  1806  and  maintained  membership  until  the  West  Chowan  Association  was  organized  in  the 
year  of  1883. 

April  1807:  On  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday,  some  members  attended,  but  no  preaching. 
Elder  Moses  Gillam  delivered  the  sermon  on  Sunday. 

May  1807:    Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday,  Elder  James  Ross  preached.  No  conference. 
Elder  Aaron  Spivey  from  the  Cashie  Church  preached  on  Sunday.  A  black  female  by  the  name  of 
Sarah,  with  a  "pass"(*)  from  Zacchaeus  Champion  requested  membership  and  was  accepted. 
Communion  service  was  observed. 

(*)  During  the  early  1800s  slaves  were  not  permitted  to  go  beyond  established  boundaries  -  usu- 
ally the  property  lines  of  their  owner  -  without  written  permission.  Trusted  slaves  were  given 
permission  to  cross  the  boundaries  to  visit  and  attend  church.  According  to  the  church  minutes, 
Sarah  was  the  first  slave  to  become  a  member  of  Ross  Church.  Slaves  were  identified  by  their 
"given"  name  (no  surname)  and  the  person  that  owned  them. 

July  1807:  Saturday  before  the  fourth  "Lord's"  day.  After  James  Ross  preached,  the  church  met 
in  conference.  A  black  man  requested  membership.  The  name  of  the  man  is  not  given,  but  he 
was  identified  as  the  servant  of  William  Cowan.  Ann  Hughes  requested  membership  and  was  re- 
ceived. 

The  church  met  at  the  water  on  Sunday  morning  to  baptize  the  "black  sister,  Sarah."  After  this 
service,  the  membership  went  to  the  church  where  Moses  Gillam  and  James  Ross  preached  to  a 
"numerous  audience." 

August  1 807:  Friday  before  the  fourth  Sunday.  After  preaching  by  James  Ross,  Henry  White  re- 
quested membership  and  was  received.  Henry  White  later  became  an  ordained  "Minister  of  the 
Gospel,"  and  served  as  associate  pastor  at  Ross.  Henry  White  became  the  second  pastor  of  Cape- 
hart's  Church  and  served  1843  -  1855.  Joseph,  his  son,  later  served  Green's  Cross  Church  as 
pastor.  Henry  was  licensed  to  preach  by  Ross  Church,  and  was  ordained  by  the  Chowan  Asso- 
ciation in  Perquimans  County.  Some  of  his  descendants  still  attend  Ross  Church. 

The  church  met  on  Saturday  and  Sunday  for  preaching.  Elder  James  Ross  baptized  Henry  White 
on  Sunday  morning  at  Cucklemaker  Creek.  Henry  Pugh  requested  a  letter  of  transfer,  which  was 
granted. 

September  1807:  After  preaching  by  James  Ross  on  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday,  the 
church  went  into  conference.  William  Cowan  was  chosen  moderator.  Isma  Yeats  presented  a  bill 
for  one  pound,  one  shilling  ($3.00),  for  communion  elements  (wine,  etc.).  According  to  tradi- 
tional stories,  the  wine  was  the  "real  thing."  A  decision  was  made  to  discuss  plans  for  a  "fiind- 
raising"  the  following  day  (Sunday). 

October  1807:  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday.  James  Ross  preached.  After  preaching, 
Aaron  Freeman,  wife,  and  son,  requested  a  letter  of  "dismissal,"  which  was  granted. 
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November  1807:  According  to  the  minutes,  the  church  "spent  the  day"  of  Saturday  before  the 
fourth  Sunday  in  "religious  worship,"  then  parted  in  "peace  and  love." 

December  1807:  On  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday,  Reuben  Harrison  was  received  as  a 
member  by  "experiences  of  grace."  Elder  James  Ross  baptized  Reuben  on  Sunday  morning  in  the 
old  "baptizing  hole." 

THE  YEAR  OF  1808:  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday  in  February,  Nancy  Harrison  was  re- 
ceived into  membership.  Nancy  was  baptized  the  following  Sunday  morning.  According  to  tra- 
dition, many  of  Nancy's  descendants  became  members  of  Ross  Church.  Nancy  was  the  wife  of 
Reuben  Harrison  that  was  baptized  two  months  earlier  in  December.  Both  were  baptized  at  9:00 
a.m.  in  Cucklemaker  Creek.  We  wonder  if  they  ever  debated  over  which  was  baptized  in  the 
coldest  water. 

April  1808:  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday.  After  preaching  by  J.  Ross,  the  church  went  into 
conference.  A  letter  to  the  association  was  read  and  approved.  Elder  James  Ross  and  John 
Cowan  were  appointed  as  messengers  to  the  association.  It  was  agreed  to  send  five  shillings 
($.70)  to  the  fund. 

The  remainder  of  the  year  of  1 808  was  business  as  usual,  with  no  additional  members. 

THE  YEAR  OF  1 809:  Saturday  before  fourth  Sunday.  After  preaching  by  Elder  James  Ross,  the 
church  met  in  conference.  The  church  agreed  to  continue  membership  in  the  Bertie  Union  for 
another  year.  James  Ward  from  the  Wiccacon  (Colerain  area)  Meeting  House  Church  had  been 
seated  as  a  visitor.  During  the  conference.  Ward  requested  that  "certain"  members  of  Ross 
Church  attend  Wiccacon  Church  during  their  next  meeting.  When  a  "sister"  church  was  experi- 
encing difficulties,  they  usually  called  on  other  churches  to  assist  them  until  the  problem  was  re- 
solved. 

The  year  of  1809  brought  little  change  to  Ross  Church.  There  were  visits  from  Aaron  Spivey 
and  Moses  Gillam  to  assist  James  Ross  in  the  pulpit.  The  same  people  (Isma  Yeats,  John  Cowan, 
and  Benjamin  Folk)  were  called  on  for  prayer,  and  to  moderate  meetings.  During  the  month  of 
March  the  church  agreed  that  some  steps  must  be  taken  to  compensate  the  pastor  for  his  "ministe- 
rial labors."  In  the  month  of  October,  the  church  agreed  to  raise  money  for  the  general  fimd  to 
"support  the  gospel,  and  the  use  of  the  church." 

THE  YEAR  OF  1810:  Churches  that  were  members  of  the  Chowan  Association  were  required  to 
make  a  report  during  the  annual  meeting  of  the  association.  The  report  was  usually  prepared  by 
the  pastor,  or  clerk,  and  delivered  by  the  delegates  of  each  individual  church  at  the  site,  and  time 
of  the  annual  meeting.  Membership  dues  were  paid  during  the  same  time.  The  Chowan  Associa- 
tional  Meeting  for  the  year  of  1810  was  held  at  the  Camden  Meeting  House  in  Camden  County, 
northeast  of  Pasquotank  River.  This  was  a  distance  of  many  miles  over  wagon  trails,  through  riv- 
ers and  bogs.  It  was  necessary  to  ferry  across  the  Chowan,  Perquimans,  and  Pasquotank  Rivers, 
or  to  sail  down  the  Albemarle  Sound,  and  up  the  Pasquotank  River  to  reach  the  Village  of  Cam- 
den. In  either  case,  the  delegates  had  to  prepare  for  several  days  of  traveling  to  attend  the  meet- 
ing, then  return  home.  Some  additional  history  that  could  be  written  about  Ross  Church  would  be 
the  dedication  and  fortitude  of  its  early  members. 

On  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday  in  June,  Isma  Yeats  was  appointed  moderator  of  the  busi- 
ness conference.  Yeats  opened  the  conference  by  "charging"  John  Cowan  with  being  recently 
intoxicated,  and  was  instructed  to  "cite  Brother  Cowan"  to  attend  the  next  meeting  to  answer  the 
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charge.  When  the  conference  met  in  July,  the  case  against  John  Cowan  was  "laid  over"  until  the 
September  meeting.  In  the  September  meeting,  Cowan  denied  having  been  intoxicated.  The 
charges  were  withdrawn  and  he  was  restored  to  fellowship.  This  was  the  first  of  many  charges 
that  the  early  members  of  Ross  Church  would  bring  against  each  other. 

Visiting  ministers  that  assisted  the  pastor  in  the  pulpit  during  the  year  of  1810  were  Aaron 
Spivey,  William  Dossey,  Moses  Gillam,  and  Stephen  Bazemore.  People  appointed  to  moderate 
business  meetings  were  Henry  White,  Isma  Yeats,  and  Cornelius  Hughes. 

THE  YEAR  OF  1811:  Isma  Yeats,  the  clerk,  was  appointed  to  prepare  the  annual  letter  to  the  as- 
sociation. James  Ross  and  William  Cowan  were  appointed  delegates,  and  were  to  deliver  the 
letter  and  one  dollar  to  the  fund.  The  site  for  the  meeting  was  not  recorded,  neither  was  the  date. 

Ann  Thomas  requested  a  letter  of  dismissal  during  the  April  business  meeting,  which  was 
granted.  Isma  Yeats  was  instructed  to  prepare  the  letter. 

The  clerk  recorded  a  Saturday  meeting  in  July  that  was  "introduced  by  our  'traveling  brother'  El- 
der Ross."  The  first  name  of  Elder  Ross  was  omitted.  There  is  a  possibility  that  this  is  a  refer- 
ence to  the  presence  of  Martin  Ross.  Martin  was  known  as  "The  Circuit-Rider,"  or  "traveling 
preacher."  This  is  the  only  account  in  the  minutes  that  offer  a  possibility  of  Martin  Ross  visiting, 
or  ever  being  present  in  the  old  meetinghouse.  The  term  "traveling  brother"  could  have  been  a 
reference  to  James  Ross,  since  he  was  also  known  to  be  a  traveler. 

Visiting  preachers  during  the  year  of  1811  were  Moses  Gillam,  Aaron  Spivey,  Richard  Poindex- 
ter,  and  Stephen  Bazemore.  People  appointed  to  moderate  business  meetings  were  Aaron  Spivey, 
and  James  Ross. 

THE  YEAR  OF  1812:  Alexander  Johnson,  on  the  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday  in  April  re- 
quested membership  and  was  received.  He  was  baptized  the  following  day  (Sunday)  in  the  bap- 
tizing hole.  On  the  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday  in  July,  the  following  entry  was  recorded 
in  the  minutes:  "Resolved  by  this  church,  that  the  Thursday  before  the  fourth  Sunday  in  August 
next,  be  set  apart  as  a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer  to  the  Almighty  God,  as  recommended  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States."  President  James  Madison  requested  a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer 
during  the  "War  of  1812"  with  Great  Britain.  Ross  Church  observed  that  day. 

In  addition  to  James  Ross,  the  pastor,  the  following  ministers  filled  the  pulpit  during  year  of 
1812:  Aaron  Spivey,  WUiam  Dossey,  Moses  Gillam,  and  Stephen  Bazemore. 

THE  YEAR  OF  1813:  According  to  the  minutes,  Ross  Church  was  beginning  to  grow  with 
"great  numbers"  in  attendance;  however,  the  numbers  in  attendance  were  not  recorded. 

Elder  J.  Ross  was  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  to  the  association.  James  Ross,  George  Outlaw, 
and  William  Cowan  were  selected  as  delegates  to  the  meeting  to  be  held  during  the  month  of 
May.  Agreed  to  send  one  dollar  to  the  fund. 

During  the  June  meeting,  the  church  approved  a  recommendation  to  "raise  money  for  the  use  of 
the  church,  and  to  pay  traveling  ministers'^*).  For  the  first  time,  the  deacons  were  instructed  to 
"see  how  much  is  wanting"  (money  needed  for  an  annual  budget),  then  determine  equal  monetary 
dues  for  each  member.  The  deacons  were  to  make  a  report  during  the  next  conference. 
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(*)  Churches  that  were  proponents  of  the  establishment  of  a  missionary  society  supported  Martin 
Ross  and  other  traveling  ministers.  By  the  year  of  1813,  the  ministers  had  succeeded  in  their  ef- 
forts. Within  a  year,  the  Baptist  Missionary  Society  would  become  established  throughout  the 
Chowan  and  some  other  associations  in  North  Carolina.  The  history  of  the  North  Carolina  Bap- 
tist Convention  states  that  this  accomplishment  was  through  the  leadership  of  Martin  Ross.  Not 
to  be  forgotten  are  the  ministers  that  assisted  him,  and  the  churches  that  supported  them. 

During  the  meeting,  a  charge  was  brought  against  Alexander  Johnson  for  being  intoxicated.  John 
Cowan  was  instructed  to  give  Johnson  "notice"  to  attend  the  next  conference  to  answer  the 
charges. 

Elder  James  Ross  was  absent  for  the  Saturday  meeting  in  July.  In  his  absence,  Isma  Yeats  filled 
the  pulpit.  The  following  people  requested  membership  and  were  received:  Jacob  White,  Frances 
Todd,  William  J.  Newbem,  Whedbee  White,  and  Charlotte  Mizelle.  The  case  of  Alexander  John- 
son was  taken  up  in  conference.  According  to  the  minutes,  he  "gave  satisfaction"  and  was  re- 
stored to  fellowship. 

The  Friday  meeting  in  August  was  "attended"  by  Elder  Aaron  Spivey.  James  Todd,  Thomas 
Newbem,  Liza  Bryant,  Rachell  Mitchell,  and  Margaret  Mizelle  requested  membership  and  were 
accepted.  During  the  Saturday  meeting,  Thomas  Gaskins,  Mary  Myers,  Ann  Hoggard,  and  Sarah 
Asbell  were  accepted  as  members.  On  Sunday  morning.  Elders  James  Ross  and  Moses  Gillam 
baptized  "fifteen"  candidates.  The  clerk  ended  his  report  with  the  following  words:  "After  we 
came  to  the  Lord's  table  (communion),  we  parted  in  love,  for  the  Lord  appeared  to  be  among  us." 

The  Sunday  meeting  of  September  was  reported  as  follows:  "Elder  Spivey  and  Elder  Dossey 
preached  to  a  large  congregation  of  people,  and  we  think  the  power  attended  the  word.  A  number 
of  people  who  appeared  to  very  hard-hearted  seemed  to  be  influenced  often.  Some  came  forward 
and  hugged  the  preacher,  and  acknowledged  their  exercise  (wayward  ways).  It  appeared  that  a 
number  more  wished  to  know  'what  shall  we  do  to  be  saved'  before  the  meeting  was  over.  Then 
we  parted  in  the  strongest  of  love." 

During  the  business  meeting  of  October,  William  Newbem  was  appointed  to  fill  the  position  of 
church  clerk.  He  was  "ordered"  to  copy  all  the  old  business  proceedings  into  a  new  book.  The 
first  date  Newbem  used  in  the  new  book  was  January  1806.  If  documents  dated  prior  to  1806 
were  extant  during  that  time,  we  believe  they  would  have  been  included  in  the  book. 

The  Saturday  meeting  in  November  welcomed  additional  members.  Mary  Corbet,  Rebecca 
Mitchell,  Susannah  Boswell,  and  Sarah  Cowan  were  received.  On  Sunday,  Sarah  Johnson  was 
received  as  a  member. 

More  members  were  received  in  December  during  the  Saturday  meeting.  Delilah  Hughes,  Eliza- 
beth Mizelle;  Amy  of  "color,"  the  property  of  Isma  Yeats;  Andrew  of  color,  the  property  of  the 
Estate  of  Thomas  Newbem.  The  following  day,  the  church  received  into  membership  David  Bry- 
ant, and  a  slave  named  Jinny.  According  to  the  minutes,  twenty-three  others  were  baptized  dur- 
ing the  year  of  1 813.  The  names  were  not  revealed. 

Ministers  that  assisted  Elder  J.  Ross  during  1813  were  (?)  Brian,  Aaron  Spivey,  Isma  Yeats, 
Moses  Gillam,  and  William  Dossey.  Moderators  appointed  the  same  year  were  James  Ross, 
Aaron  Spivey,  William  Cowan,  and  Isma  Yeats.  Ross  Church  had  a  good  year. 
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THE  YEAR  OF  1814:  Mary  Mizelle,  Clary  (Clara?)  Cowan,  and  Nellie  of  color,  the  property  of 
Charles  Sewell  were  received  as  candidates  for  baptism  on  the  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday 
of  January.  On  Sunday  during  the  baptismal  service,  Aaron  Mizelle  was  received  and  baptized. 

Elder  Thomas  Leary  preached  on  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday  in  February.  Jerry  of  color, 
the  property  of  Ben  Hardy;  also,  Martha  Butler  (*)  "came  forward  for  membership."  They  were 
baptized  the  following  day.  On  this  same  date,  delegates  to  the  meeting  of  the  association  were 
appointed  as  follows:  James  Ross,  Isma  Yeats,  and  William  Newbem.  The  Associational  Meet- 
ing in  the  year  of  1 8 1 4  was  held  in  Edenton  on  the  Saturday  before  the  second  Sunday  in  May. 
The  church  agreed  the  send  fifteen  shillings  ($2.00)  to  the  fund. 

(*)  Martha  Butler  was  a  Tuscarora  Indian,  as  were  the  other  Butlers  during  the  early  1 800s.  Ac- 
cording to  local  history,  Indian  tribal  units  had  ceased  to  exist  by  1750  (this  does  not  include 
tribes  on  the  Indian  Woods  Reservation  that  moved  away  in  1803).  By  the  year  of  1750,  most  of 
the  Indians  had  moved  away,  leaving  the  few  remnants  that  chose  to  remain  in  the  area.  Those 
that  remained  in  the  area  organized  into  family  units,  and  adopted  English  surnames  for  identifi- 
cation. The  Butlers  were  among  the  most  prominent  of  the  Indian  family  units.  The  patriarch  of 
this  family  was  probably  Tobias  Butler,  who  died  in  1791.  The  wife  of  Tobias  was  Keziah  But- 
ler. Martha  Butler  was  one  of  the  daughters  of  Tobias  and  Keziah.  Many  of  the  Butlers  became 
members  of  Ross  Church. 

At  the  Saturday  meeting  in  April,  Elizabeth  Morris  was  received  into  membership.  A  charge  was 
brought  against  Alexander  Johnson  for  "drinking  to  excess."  The  clerk  was  ordered  to  inform 
Johnson  to  appear  at  the  next  conference  to  answer  the  charge.  John  Cowan,  William  Cowan, 
Isma  Yeats,  and  Henry  White  were  appointed  to  investigate  "some  difficulties  with  Sister  Sarah 
Hughes."  The  nature  of  the  difficulties  was  not  recorded. 

On  Sunday,  the  membership  "met  at  the  water"  to  baptize  Elizabeth  Morris.  During  this  meeting, 
Jeff  of  color,  the  property  of  Charles  Sewell  was  received  and  baptized. 

The  committee  appointed  to  investigate  the  Sarah  Hughes  case,  reported  on  the  Saturday  before 
the  fourth  Sunday.  They  reported  that  they  had  "obtained  satisfaction."  During  the  same  meet- 
ing, Sarah  requested  membership  and  was  baptized  on  Sunday  morning.  It  is  believed  that  Sarah 
Hughes  had  previously  requested  membership,  but  for  some  reason  the  church  decided  to  investi- 
gate before  accepting  her.  During  this  meeting,  Alexander  Johnson  "confessed  to  be  sorry"  for 
"drinking  to  excess."  He  was  forgiven  and  restored  to  fellowship. 

Zilpha  Morris,  Mary  Hughes,  Nicholas  Newbem,  and  Amelia  Hoggard  were  received  as  members 
on  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday  in  July.  They  were  baptized  on  Sunday  morning. 

Friday  before  the  fourth  Sunday  in  August,  William  Jones  Newbem  filled  the  pulpit.  Newbem 
was  also  the  clerk  during  this  time,  and  probably  wrote  the  following  about  himself:  "It  being  the 
first  the  brother  had  ever  preached  in  the  pulpit,  anywhere."  More  about  William  Newbem  later. 

On  Saturday,  John  Mizelle  and  Nancy  Mizelle  were  received  as  members.  William  Newbem, 
Isma  Yeats,  William  Cowan,  and  John  Cowan  were  appointed  to  "investigate"  a  report  about 
Nathan  Myers. 

On  Sunday  "we  met  at  the  water"  to  baptize  John  and  Nancy  Mizelle.  During  the  service,  John 
Bryant;  also,  Sarah  of  color,  the  property  of  William  Newbem  were  received  and  baptized. 
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On  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday  in  September,  Barbara  Castellow  and  Polly  Carrie  Yeats 
were  received  as  members.  They  were  baptized  on  Sunday  morning.  The  committee  on  the  case 
of  Nathan  Myers  reported  that  Myers  had  "forfeited  his  seat  in  the  church."  His  membership  was 
terminated. 

Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday  in  November,  Elder  James  Ross  made  the  motion  that  "Brother 
William  J.  Newbem  have  a  certificate  to  exercise  his  gift  for  public  speaking."  The  church 
agreed  to  the  motion  and  ordered  Ross  to  write  the  license.  William  Jones  Newbem  was  the  first 
member  of  Ross  Church  to  accept  the  call  to  the  ministry.  He  filled  the  pulpit  many  times  before 
he  moved  his  membership  to  Wiccacon  (Colerain)  Church  in  1816. 

During  conference  on  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday  in  December,  Ami  Hoggard  requested, 
and  was  granted  a  letter  of  dismissal  "to  join  any  church  of  our  order."  On  the  following  day, 
Sunday,  the  clerk  noted  in  the  minutes  that  it  was  "Christmas  1814."  We  wonder  how  that  day 
was  observed. 

During  the  year  of  1 814,  Ross  and  many  other  churches  in  eastern  North  Carolina  became  mem- 
bers of  the  General  Baptist  Missionary  Society.  The  home  office  was  in  Philadelphia,  PA.  About 
the  year  of  i  845,  the  northern  and  southern  churches  grew  "bitter"  with  each  other  over  the  issue 
of  slavery.  Eventually,  the  churches  north  of  Maryland  became  the  Northern,  or  American  Soci- 
ety. Churches  south  of  Maryland  became  the  Southern  Society. 

The  year  of  1814  was  a  busy  year  at  Ross  Church.  Elder  Ross  was  assisted  in  the  pulpit  almost 
every  service  by  one  of  the  following:  Aaron  Spivey,  Thomas  Leary,  Moses  Gillam,  William 
Newbem,  and  Isma  Yeats.  Moderators  appointed  to  serve  were  William  Cowan,  Thomas  Leary, 
Cornelius  Hughes,  Stephen  Hughes,  George  Outlaw,  and  John  Cowan. 

THE  YEAR  OF  1815:  William  J.  Newbem  preached  many  sermons  at  Ross  Church  during  1815. 
Delegates  appointed  to  attend  the  Associational  Meeting  were  James  Ross,  William  Newbem, 
and  Isma  Yeats.  The  church  agreed  to  send  fifteen  shillings  ($2.00)  to  the  fund.  Another  charge 
was  brought  against  Alexander  Johnson  during  the  April  meeting  for  excessive  drinking.  He  was 
ordered  to  retum  to  the  next  conference  to  answer  the  charge. 

Ben  Morris  requested  membership  during  the  Saturday  meeting  in  May.  His  request  was  granted. 
Thomas  Gaskins  and  James  Todd  confessed  that  they  were  guilty  of  intoxication.  They  were  for- 
given. The  church  approved  a  recommendation  by  James  Ross  that  William  J.  Newbem  be 
placed  in  charge  of  raising  funds  to  support  the  establishment  of  a  "missionary  society  in  foreign 
lands."  This  was  the  beginning  of  the  Foreign  Missions  Program  that  was,  and  is  still  supported 
by  Missionary  Baptist  churches  in  this  area.. 

The  Bertie  Union  Meeting  was  held  at  Ross  Church  on  Friday  before  the  fourth  Sunday  in  June 
1815.  The  speaker  for  the  service  was  Elder  Aaron  Spivey. 

During  the  Saturday  meeting  before  the  fourth  Sunday  in  July,  Alexander  Johnson  offered  an 
apology  for  previous  charges  of  excessive  drinking.  Johnson  was  forgiven  and  restored  to  fel- 
lowship. During  this  meeting,  the  roll  was  called.  All  who  had  not  paid  their  church  dues  were 
noted.  The  clerk  was  instructed  to  "collect  money  to  support  the  gospel,  and  the  use  of  the 
church." 

August  1815,  Saturday  meeting:  Jessie  Yeats  requested  membership,  but  was  not  accepted.  Ac- 
cording to  the  minutes,  Yeats  did  not  have  a  letter  of  dismissal  from  her  former  church.  The 
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name  of  her  former  church  was  not  revealed.  John  Cowan  was  instructed  to  "request"  John  Bry- 
ant to  appear  at  the  next  conference  to  "answer  the  charge  against  him  for  quarrelling  and  fight- 
ing." Cornelius  Hughes  was  appointed  to  "require"  Thomas  Gaskins  to  be  present  at  the  next 
conference  to  answer  the  "charge"  of  intoxication. 

October  1815,  Saturday  meeting:  Following  is  a  quotation  from  the  minutes:  "At  last  confer- 
ence, a  petition  (request)  of  Sister  Sarah  Fleetwood  for  a  letter  of  dismission  (dismissal),  being 
about  to  remove  (move)  to  the  Westland  (*).  Prior  to  setting  off  (moving  away),  she  suffered  a 
ball  (large  party)  to  be  at  her  house.  Therefore,  the  church  ordered  that  the  said  letter  be  sus- 
pended." During  this  period  of  history,  the  church  did  not  tolerate  "balls,"  or  gatherings  for 
"picking  and  singing."  People  that  participated  in  "such  doings"  were  usually  charged  with  mis- 
conduct. 

(*)  Many  members  from  Ross  Church,  including  people  throughout  Bertie  County  moved  to  the 
"Westland"  during  the  early,  to  late  1800s.  The  majority  of  the  people  settled  in  Haywood 
County,  Tennessee.  Eventually,  they  established  a  church  in  Haywood  County  and  named  it 
Holly  Grove.  Familiar  Bertie  County  names  are  still  predominant  in  that  area. 

November  conference,  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday:  John  Bryant  was  excluded  from 
membership.  He  was  charged  with  quarrelling  and  fighting.  Thomas  Gaskins  was  forgiven  for 
having  been  intoxicated,  and  restored  to  fellowship.  Henry  white  was  forgiven  for  "drinking  to 
excess."  This  is  the  same  Henry  White  that  later  became  an  ordained  minister.  His  drinking  was 
still  a  problem  after  he  was  ordained. 

In  addition  to  Elder  Ross,  the  following  people  filled  the  pulpit  during  the  year  of  1815:  Jacob 
Freeman,  William  Newbem,  Aaron  Spivey,  and  Moses  Gillam.  Appointed  to  moderate  meetings 
were  Isma  Yeats,  Cornelius  Hughes,  John  Cowan,  Aaron  Spivey,  Moses  Gillam,  and  Jacob 
White. 

THE  YEAR  OF  1816:  In  the  month  of  April,  James  Ross,  William  Newbem,  and  Whedbee 
White  were  appointed  delegates  to  the  Associational  Meeting.  The  delegates  were  authorized  to 
vote  on  issues  in  behalf  of  the  church.  The  meeting  in  1816  was  held  at  Ballard's  Bridge  in 
Chowan  County.  Polly  Shoulders  was  "tried"  for  "a  departure  from  the  principles  of  chastity. 
She  being  found  guilty,  she  was  excommunicated  from  the  church." 

When  Ross  Church  became  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Missionary  Society  in  1814,  William  New- 
bem paid  the  membership  fee  of  $10.00  from  his  personal  account.  This  payment  was  made 
during  an  Associational  Meeting  at  Ralph  Outlaw's  Chapel  (Holly  Grove  Church),  and  was  sent 
to  the  General  Board  at  Philadelphia,  PA.  One  year  later,  the  church  tried  to  raise  money  to  pay 
Newbem.  Two  years  later,  Newbem  reported  that  he  had  received  $3.50,  leaving  a  balance  of 
$6.50.  During  the  Saturday  conference  in  May  1816,  the  church  "ordered"  a  "fund  raising"  to  pay 
the  debt.  The  minutes  do  not  give  an  account  of  the  debt  being  settled. 

On  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday  in  June,  a  committee  consisting  of  William  Newbern,  Isma 
Yeats,  William  Cowan,  Whedbee  White,  and  John  Mizelle,  Jr.  submitted  a  report  on  an  "investi- 
gation" they  had  conducted  on  Comelius  Hughes.  They  had  investigated  a  "report  in  circulation 
about  Brother  Hughes"  which  the  minutes  do  not  reveal.  The  clerk  was  ordered  to  write  a  letter 
to  Hughes  informing  him  that  they  "had  found  no  evidence  against  him."  At  this  point  in  the 
history  of  Ross  Church,  and  according  to  the  church  minutes,  the  church  had  become  "obsessed" 
with  the  investigation  of  private  and  personal  matters  among  its  membership.  No  person  was  ex- 
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empt  from  being  investigated.  Very  few  items  discussed  during  business  meetings  were  of  a  na- 
ture that  would  promote  spiritual  values. 

William  Cowan  was  elected  to  serve  as  a  deacon  and  was  ordained  on  Sunday.  The  church  re- 
quested that  Sunday  be  observed  as  a  day  of  fasting  "for  his  ordination." 

William  Jones  Newbem  requested  a  letter  of  dismissal  to  join  the  church  at  Wiccacon.  The  re- 
quest was  granted.  For  some  reason,  Newbem  continued  to  serve  Ross  Church  as  an  assistant  to 
the  pastor  for  about  a  year.  During  this  time  he  was  ordained  as  a  "Minister  of  the  Gospel  of 
Christ."  William  was  the  son  of  Thomas  Newbem.  He  and  his  family  owned  much  of  the  land 
surrounding  Ross  Church.  Eventually,  the  Newbems  sold  the  land  to  Chamey  Caie,  and  William 
moved  to  the  Colerain  area  where  he  probably  served  as  pastor  of  Wiccacon  Church.  While 
serving  the  church  at  Wiccacon,  William  and  the  membership  -  with  help  from  Cashie  Church  - 
organized  a  "sister"  church  that  they  named  the  Capehart  Meeting  House.  William  was  honored 
to  give  the  "keynote  address"  when  Capehart's  Church  was  dedicated  in  the  year  of  1824.  Wil- 
liam Newbem  was  described  as  an  eloquent  speaker  and  a  dedicated  minister.  He  was  one  of  the 
few  Bertie  County  ministers  that  were  frequently  invited  to  preach  to  churches  in  the  Kehukee 
Association  in  Martin  County. 

Novenber  1816,  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday:  James  Todd  confessed  to  having  been  in- 
toxicated. According  to  the  minutes,  "he  showed  such  signs  of  repentance  that  the  church  re- 
stored him  to  fellowship."  Whedbee  White  and  Cornelius  Hughes  made  a  report  on  the  financial 
condition  of  the  pastor's  fund  that  was  kept  by  Isma  Yeats.  They  reported  a  total  of  fifty-cents  in 
the  pastor's  fund. 

THE  YEAR  OF  1817:  The  year  of  1817  began  with  business  as  usual.  William  Newbem 
preached  each  Saturday,  and  James  Ross  each  Sunday.  Elizabeth  Castellow  was  received  into 
membership  on  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday  in  June. 

According  to  the  minutes,  James  Ross  preached  on  the  fourth  Sunday  in  June.  This  would  be  his 
last  sermon  for  an  extended  period  of  time.  At  this  point  in  the  history  of  Ross  Church,  the  mem- 
bers faced  major  problems.  Many  of  the  leaders  of  the  church  had  been  charged  with  misconduct. 
Their  work  in  the  church  was  no  longer  effective.  Elder  William  Jones  Newbem  had  moved  to 
the  Wiccacon  Church.  Although,  Newbem  was  a  frequent  visitor,  his  leadership,  influence,  and 
dedication  was  no  longer  available.  Elder  James  Ross  was  charged  with  misconduct  and  was 
suspended  as  pastor  of  the  church.  His  license  to  preach  was  also  suspended.  The  specific  prob- 
lem between  pastor  and  church  is  not  recorded  in  the  minutes.  The  church  organization  suffered 
for  several  months  before  the  problems  could  be  resolved.  Elder  Aaron  Spivey  from  the  Cashie 
Church  served  as  interim  pastor  for  almost  two  years  during  that  time. 

THE  YEAR  OF  1818:  In  the  month  of  February,  Nicholas  Newbem  replaced  William  Newbem 
as  church  clerk.  Elder  Aaron  Spivey  was  "requested"  to  serve  as  "temporary  pastor."  He  con- 
sented to  do  so  as  often  as  possible.  A  charge  for  intoxication  was  brought  against  Reuben 
Harrison,  Elisha  Hoggard,  and  Martha  Butler.  Reuben  Harrison  was  forgiven.  Martha  Butler  was 
"excluded"  from  membership.  The  case  against  Elisha  Hoggard  was  "laid  over."  Whedbee 
White  and  Sally  White,"his  lady;"  Isma  Yeats  and  Martha  Yeats,"his  lady,"  requested  letters  of 
dismissal  to  join  a  church  of  the  same  faith  and  order  in  the  "Westland"  country. 

The  church  agreed  to  invite  representatives  from  Wiccacon  Church,  Outlaws  Chapel,  and  Cashie 
Church  to  the  next  conference  to  assist  in  the  case  against  James  Ross.  The  church  requested  the 
presence  of  Ross  at  the  conference. 
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March  1818:  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday  in  March.  After  preaching  by  Elder  Moses  Gil- 
lam,  the  same  was  appointed  as  moderator  for  the  conference.  Visiting  representatives  were 
asked  to  be  seated  for  conference.  Representatives  from  Cashie  were  Aaron  Spivey,  M.  Miller, 
and  Ben  Folk;  from  Outlaw's  Chapel:  Moses  Gillam,  and  William  Spivey;  from  Wiccacon:  James 
Ward,  Miles  Raynor,  William  Leary,  Stephen  Thomas,  and  William  Newbem.  The  busmess  of 
the  day  was  James  Ross.  A  letter  from  Ross  was  read  to  the  church,  and  visitors.  After  a  discus- 
sion by  the  members  of  the  conference,  the  business  was  postponed  until  "some  future  time." 

According  to  information  from  the  minutes,  the  letter  that  was  read  in  conference  was  the  second 
letter  submitted  by  James  Ross.  The  first  letter  was  dated  October  20,  1817  and  was  a  "farewell" 
letter.  Nicholas  Newbem  wrote  a  copy  of  James  Ross'  first  letter  dated  October  20,  1817  and 
placed  it  in  the  church  minutes.  That  letter  is  recorded  in  the  minutes  as  one  long  sentence.  After 
minor  alterations,  the  first  letter  from  a  distraught  James  Ross  to  the  church  was  written  as  fol- 
lows: 


"To  the  Church  at  the  Log  Meeting  House: 

I  move  to  undertake  ftiUy  to  describe  the  anguish  of  mind  and  sorrows  of  heart  that  causes  me  to 
make  the  following  communications  (statements),  even  if  I  should  fail  in  the  attempt.  I  cannot  in 
the  presence  of  a  Holy  God  ftilly  say  that  the  late  charge  (accusation)  is  indebted  (due)  to  the  row 
(discontent)  of  the  public.  Yet,  my  conduct  in  times  past  has  been  such  that  calls  for  the  most 
humble  and  reassured  acknowledgement  from  me,  and  the  most  pointed  (direct)  disapprobation 
(condemnation).  You  firmly  believe  that  my  case  admit  of  no  remedy  (You  do  not  believe  that 
my  case  has  a  solution). 

In  order  to  maintain  the  honor  and  dignity  of  a  church,  its  power  should  be  exoneric  (forgiving)  as 
far  as  it  extends.  In  this  case,  I  lose  every  thing  that  makes  life  desirable.  'Tis  my  earnest  wish 
for  you  to  solicit  and  obtain  the  ministerial  aid  of  some  Elder,  and  go  in  the  strength  of  the  Lord 
to  keep  up  the  order  and  discipline  of  the  church.  My  heart  and  prayers  are  with  you. 

My  trials  have  been  great,  and  are  still;  my  sorrows  mighty,  and  my  repentance,  I  trust,  refined. 
The  world  is  so  powerful  that  desired  my  frame  (body),  and  confined  me  a  long  time  to  all  human 
appearance,  at  the  very  borders  of  the  grave.  But  a  gracious  providence  has  again,  contrary  to  ex- 
pectations, and  also  to  my  wish,  patiently  restored  me  to  health.  In  my  poor  bleeding  heart  the 
burning  is  completely  made  still  (the  pain  has  eased). 

Let  not  the  hearts  of  any  of  God's  dear  children  fail  them.  Religion  is  of  God  and  will  ultimately 
prevail.  Pray  to  God  that  no  person  may  grow  bold  in  sin  on  my  account.  My  belief  in  all  things 
has  suffered  no  change.  Thus,  as  a  minister  and  a  member,  you  see  my  face  no  more.  I  should 
have  made  communications  (talked  with  you)  personally,  but  was  afraid  the  emotions  would  be 
too  great  for  me  to  sustain. 

I  beg  an  interest  in  your  prayers.  I  trespass  on  your  patience  no  longer.  Farewell. 
October  20,  1 8 1 7  Elder  James  Ross" 
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After  the  church  membership  received  the  farewell  letter,  they  continued  to  insist  that  Elder  Ross 
attend  a  church  conference.  From  the  way  the  minutes  read,  it  seems  that  the  church  felt  that 
Ross  should  apologize  for  his  mistake  -  whatever  it  was.  Since  Ross  could  not  retrieve  his  li- 
cense to  preach  without  the  approval  of  the  church,  he  had  no  choice  but  to  meet  in  conference. 
On  the  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday  in  April  1818,  James  Ross  appeared  in  conference. 
Representatives  from  Wiccacon  Church  and  Cashie  Church  assisted  Ross  Church.  According  to 
the  minutes  of  that  meeting  "Brother  James  Ross  made  open  confessions  to  the  church,  gave  sat- 
isfaction, and  was  restored  to  fellowship."  When  Ross  was  restored  to  fellowship,  it  involved 
membership  only.  His  license  to  preach  and  former  position  as  pastor  was  not  restored. 

Nicholas  Newbem,  Henry  White,  Cornelius  Hughes,  and  King  White  were  appointed  delegates  to 
the  meeting  of  the  Chowan  Association. 

May  meeting,  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday:  William  Cowan  was  appointed  moderator. 
James  Ross  was  present  and  requested  his  license  to  preach  be  released  by  the  church.  The  deci- 
sion was  postponed  until  the  next  meeting. 

June  meeting  1818,  Saturday:  Aaron  Spivey  was  chosen  moderator,  and  proceeded  directly  into 
the  case  of  James  Ross.  Following  is  the  clerk's  report:  "The  business  of  Brother  James  Ross 
was  taken  up.  The  license  of  Brother  Ross  was  restored  to  exercise  his  ministerial  gifts  by 
unanimous  vote."  Although,  Ross'  former  position  as  pastor  was  not  restored,  he  was  invited  to 
preach  on  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday  in  August.  William  Newbem  from  Wiccacon 
Church,  a  good  friend  of  James  Ross,  was  present  to  hear  the  sermon.  Afterwards,  James  Ross 
was  invited  to  preach  frequently. 


THE  YEAR  OF  1819,  June  meeting:  Nicholas  Newbem  requested  his  letter  from  the  church  to 
join  the  church  at  Wiccacon. 

August  1819,  Saturday  meeting:  After  Elder  Spivey  preached,  he  was  chosen  moderator.  The 
church  agreed  to  join  the  Union  Meeting  in  "setting  apart"  the  Thursday  after  the  third  Sunday  as 
a  day  of  "all-day"  fasting  and  prayer  to  Almighty  God,  "to  revive  his  glorious  work  in  our  church 
once  more."  In  the  course  of  this  meeting,  a  charge  was  brought  against  Stephen  Hughes  and  his 
wife  for  "removing  from  this  church  for  five  years  without  requesting  a  letter  of  dismissal  to  join 
another  church."  The  church  decided  that  Hughes  and  his  wife  had  forfeited  their  rights  to  fellow- 
ship. Their  memberships  were  terminated. 

October  1819,  Saturday:  Cornelius  Hughes  submitted  a  "separate  list"  from  his  book.  This  was 
probably  a  list  of  members  that  owed  dues  to  the  church.  The  list  was  "called  over  and  ap- 
proved." 

November  1819,  Saturday  meeting:  Aaron  Spivey  preached,  and  was  then  appointed  moderator 
for  the  meeting.  William  Cowan,  Henry  White,  and  Cornelius  Hughes  were  appointed  to  "over- 
haul" (revise)  the  mles  of  the  church.  They  were  to  report  at  a  future  meeting.  Thomas  Gaskins 
was  excluded  from  membership  for  intoxication.  There  was  a  motion  to  call  James  Ross  "to  take 
the  pastor  care  (become  pastor)  of  the  church  again."  The  motion  passed.  When  Ross  was  in- 
formed of  the  call,  he  declined  to  accept. 
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Decenber  1819:  Elder  Spivey  preached  on  Saturday,  and  was  moderator  for  the  conference.  The 
new  rules  for  the  church  were  read.  They  were  not  recorded  in  the  minutes.  Spivey  delivered  a 
personal  letter  from  Elder  Ross  to  the  church. 

THE  YEAR  OF  1820:  During  the  conference  on  Saturday  in  January,  a  query  (inquiry)  was 
handed  in  and  read  twice,  then  received.  "Question:  'Is  it  right  for  those  professing  to  be  religious 
to  go  to  Saturday  night  frolics  called  cotton  pickings,  mix  with  the  world  and  partake  of  their 
plays  (entertainment),  or  not?'  The  church  answers  no." 

During  the  April  meeting,  William  Cowan,  Henry  White,  Cornelius  Hughes,  and  James  Ross 
were  chosen  as  delegates  to  the  meeting  of  the  Chowan  Association.  The  meeting  was  usually 
held  the  third  week  in  May. 

June  1 820,  Saturday  meeting:  After  preaching  by  Elder  Richard  Poindexter,  it  was  "Resolved, 
that  this  church  hold  the  first  Sunday  in  every  month  in  prayer  to  Almighty  God,  for  the  spread  of 
the  gospel  and  for  the  prevalence  of  divine  truth."  According  to  the  minutes,  the  church  had  not 
received  an  addition  to  its  membership  in  almost  two  years.  Worship  services  had  been  reduced 
to  Saturdays  only. 

Reuben  Lawrence  preached  in  August.  Four  years  later,  Lawrence  would  become  the  first  pastor 
of  Capehart's  Church. 

During  the  conference  in  December  1 820,  the  church  agreed  to  extend  the  second  call  to  James 
Ross  to  fill  his  former  position  as  pastor.  When  informed  of  the  call,  he  accepted.  After  Elder 
Ross  accepted  the  call  as  pastor,  the  church  began  to  reorganize  which  included  Sunday  worship 
services  again.  Within  a  few  months,  the  church  was  receiving  new  members. 

THE  YEAR  OF  1 82 1 :  During  the  meeting  in  October,  Penelope  Hoggard  was  received  by  letter 
from  Outlaw's  Chapel. 

Due  to  inclement  weather,  it  was  impossible  to  hold  church  services  during  some  of  the  winter 
months.  Wagon  trails  used  by  members  became  "mud  trails"  through  the  shaded  forest.  It  was 
necessary  for  some  members  to  travel  across  swamps  and  rivers  to  get  to  church.  Elder  James 
Ross  lived  south  of  Windsor  on  the  Woodard  Road  (present  name).  Each  time  he  visited  Ross 
Church,  it  was  necessary  to  travel  across  Roquist  Swamp,  Cashie  River,  and  other  low-lying  areas 
such  as  Will's  Quarter  Swamp.  When  the  pastor  and  his  assistant  were  absent,  a  few  local  mem- 
bers would  usually  meet  for  prayer,  then  adjourn.  This  situation  accounts  for  no  minutes  being 
written  for  many  of  the  winter  months. 

THE  YEAR  OF  1822:  March,  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday:  The  committee  of  William 
Cowan,  Aaron  Mizelle,  Henry  White,  and  Cornelius  Hughes  reported  on  the  case  of  David  Bry- 
ant. Bryant  was  excluded  from  church  membership  for  "unlawfiil  conduct." 

August  meeting  ofl822:  After  a  Saturday  sermon  by  James  Ross,  "a  door  was  opened  for  recep- 
tion of  new  members,"  Mary  Conner,  Mary  Moore,  and  John  Dundelow  (Dunlow)  were  re- 
ceived. They  were  baptized  the  following  day. 

April  1823:  On  the  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Lord's  day,  (?)  Hawkins  was  "excluded  from  the 
church"  for  excessive  drinking.  Elder  J.  Ross,  Cornelius  Hughes,  Henry  White,  and  William 
Cowan  were  appointed  as  delegates  to  the  meeting  of  the  Chowan  Association. 


21 


August  1 823:  The  business  meeting  for  August  was  held  on  Friday  before  the  fourth  Lord's  day. 
The  church  discussed  a  letter  received  from  the  Bertie  Union.  The  letter  requested  the  church  ap- 
prove "an  alteration  in  the  constitution  of  that  (Union)  body."  The  church  voted  against  any  al- 
terations. 

THE  YEAR  OF  1 824:  Carlton  White  was  received  into  membership  during  the  Saturday  meeting 
before  the  fourth  Sunday  in  March.  Also  received  was  a  "Negro  man  by  the  name  of  Castelaw." 
James  Ross  and  Henry  White  were  appointed  as  delegates  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  association. 

Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday  in  April  1824:  Charlotte  Hughes,  Mayo  Hughes,  Judith 
Mizills  (*),  Patsy  White,  and  Betsy  Allen  were  "received  for  baptism  on  an  experience  of  God  in 
their  souls." 

(*)The  name  "Mizills"  was  pronounced  "Measles"  during  that  period  of  time.  Some  of  the  "old- 
timers"  continued  to  use  the  name  until  about  1940.  From  the  early  1900s  until  about  1940,  the 
spelling  of  Mizills  gradually  changed  to  Mizell.  We  are  told  that  the  Mizells  are  not  of  the  same 
ancestral  stock  as  the  Mizelles. 

May  1 824,  Saturday  meeting:  John  Byrum  was  "excluded"  from  church  membership  on  a  charge 
that  was  not  identified.  Judith  Hughes,  Nancy  Hughes;  and  Celah,  the  property  of  John  Hoggard 
were  received  "  through  the  experiences  of  grace"  and  for  baptism.  The  clerk  made  the  following 
report:  "The  candidates  were  baptized  on  Sunday  morning,  after  which  we  went  to  the  meeting- 
house to  a  numerous  audience  of  great  emotions.  The  great  power  of  God  was  visible."  Accord- 
ing to  the  minutes,  record  numbers  of  people  were  attending  and  becoming  members  of  Ross 
Church.  The  church  was  beginning  to  experience  a  great  revival. 

June  1824:  Received  for  baptism  at  the  Saturday  meeting:  Martha  Boyce,  Tempest  Miller,  Lydia 
Dunlow,  Toniah  (Tonya?)  Johnson,  Martha  White,  Anna  Todd,  Charlotte  Todd,  Nancy  White, 
Lodowick  Pruden,  Augustus  Bass,  Jeremiah  Outlaw,  Jonathan  White,  Hardy  Todd,  Reddick  Out- 
law, Aquilla  Oxley,  Penny  Hoggard,  Nancy  Bass,  and  Penelope  Drew.  The  clerk  reported  that 
the  preaching  of  a  "youthftil  brother"  by  the  name  of  William  H.  Jordan  followed  the  baptism  on 
Sunday  morning. 

July  1824:  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday,  candidates  for  baptism  were  Sally  Jemigan,  Eliza- 
beth Elliot,  Elizabeth  Hughes,  Mary  Outlaw,  Moses  Mizelle,  Nancy  Hale,  James  Hughes,  Evan 
Britton,  William  Mitchell,  King  Harrison,  David  White,  Charles  C.  Ward,  Reuben  White,  George 
Jemigan;  Sam,  the  property  of  William  Jemigan;  Brady,  the  property  of  George  Wynn;  Tammy, 
the  property  of  John  Hoggard.  The  candidates  were  baptized  the  following  day. 

Following  is  a  direct  quotation  from  the  July  meeting:  "A  motion  in  conference:  It  was  ordered 
that  Brother  Henry  White  be  allowed  to  preach  and  licensed  in  the  Word  as  follows:  When  as 
we,  the  Church  of  Christ  at  the  Ross  Meeting  House  hope  that  it  has  pleased  the  Almighty  God  to 
bestow  on  our  brother,  Henry  White,  some  ministerial  gifts  that  in  the  exercise  thereof  may  be 
profitable.  These  lines  may  signify  that  he  is  at  liberty  to  exercise  the  same  in  the  bounds  of  this 
church,  and  where  he  supposes  the  Lord  may  call  him,  with  this  special  condition:  That  if  he 
should  even  become  imoral  (immoral)  in  conduck  (conduct),  or  unsainted  (corrupt)  in  the  faith, 
which  Almighty  God  forbid,  these  papers  should  be  handed  back  to  us  without  delay."  Henry 
White  was  ordained  several  months  later  in  Perquimans  County. 
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Aquilla  Oxley  was  "pinted"  (appointed)  to  serve  as  church  clerk. 

August  1824:  During  the  Friday  meeting  the  church  received  into  membership  Chamey  Cale, 
Ephraim  White,  Hardy  White,  Peter  White,  Lewis  Butler,  Whitmel  White,  Reddick  White,  Kader 
Harrison,  Esther  White,  Winifred  Hoggard,  and  Winifred  Hughes.  On  Saturday,  the  following 
day,  Elizabeth  Oxley,  Dicey  Cowan,  Mary  Butler,  Mary  White,  Cynthia  White,  Nancy  Todd, 
Martha  Corbet,  Christine  White,  Margaret  Cowan,  Moses  L.  Mizelle,  Miller  Hughes,  Alicia 
Mizelle,  Nancy  Hawkins,  Christian  Hoggard,  George  Mizelle,  Allen  Butler,  Soloman  Todd, 
Thomas  Mizelle,  Lewis  Cowan,  Edward  Hoggard,  Levi  Hughes,  Dempsey  Cowan,  Perry  White, 
Matthew  Morris,  and  Sims  Johnson.  Slaves  received:  Jacob,  the  property  of  Reuben  Harrison; 
Clany,  the  property  of  Chamey  Castellow;  Phillip,  the  property  of  Miles  Corbet.  "All  were  re- 
ceived for  baptism  on  experiences  of  grace  in  their  souls." 

On  Sunday  morning  the  membership  "met  at  the  water"  to  baptize  the  candidates.  During  the 
service  Nancy  Ward  (*)  was  received.  According  to  the  clerk's  report,  "forty-two  candidates 
were  buried  in  the  name  of  the  Holy  Trinity  in  the  presence  of  a  large  congregation." 

(*)  There  were  two  Nancy  Wards  in  the  church  membership.  According  to  the  "Last  Will  and 
Testament"  of  James  Ross,  one  of  those  was  probably  his  daughter.  She  married  William  Ward. 

September  1824,  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Lord's  day.  Received  for  baptism:  Thomas  Cale, 
Lewis  Todd,  John  Ward,  Starkey  Byrum,  Nathan  Jemigan,  Morton  White,  James  Todd,  Hardy 
Johnson,  Winifred  Byrum,  Elizabeth  Mizelle,  Penelope  White,  Elizabeth  Cale,  Happy  Castellow, 
Elinder  Sparkman,  Eliza  Corbet,  Angie  Todd,  Harriet  Mizelle,  Phoebe  Cowan,  and  Elizabeth 
White.  Thomas  Cowan  was  received  on  Sunday  Morning. 

October  1824:  During  the  Saturday  business  meeting  Thomas  Gaskins  was  restored  to  fellow- 
ship. After  preaching,  Sally  Bryant,  Elizabeth  Gaskins,  Martha  Morris,  Susannah  Butler,  Nancy 
Bryant,  Penelope  Mizelle,  Martha  Hoggard,  Judith  White,  King  Mitchell,  Humphrey  Miller,  Jas- 
per Buck,  Aaron  Mizelle,  Penelope  Lassiter,  Reva  Butler,  Frances  Butler;  and  Eliza,  the  property 
of  William  Cowan.  On  Sunday  morning,  John  Bass  was  received.  All  were  received  for  baptism. 

Novenber  1824,  Saturday  meeting:  Aaron  Mizelle  and  Aquilla  Oxley  were  elected  to  serve  as 
deacons.  Received  for  baptism:  Sally  Maxwell,  Thomas  White,  Rachel  Wilson,  William  Mizills, 
and  Martha  Henry.  Sarah,  the  property  of  William  Jemigan,  was  received  Sunday  moming  at  the 
"waterside."  Later  on  Sunday,  the  church  observed  the  Lord's  Supper. 

December  meeting,  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Lord's  day.  David  Bryant  and  John  Byrum  were 
restored  to  fellowship.  Received  for  baptism:  Jose  Cale,  Rachel  White,  and  Alicia  Mizelle.  They 
were  baptized  the  following  moming. 

Ross  Church  recorded  138  baptisms  during  the  year  of  1824.  Since  the  clerk  did  not  always  re- 
port each  new  member  received,  there  could  have  been  several  more.  You  will  notice  that  some 
of  the  candidates  were  baptized  during  the  winter  months  in  the  cold  water  of  Cucklemaker 
Creek.  We  will  not  question  their  sincerity.  James  Ross  shared  the  pulpit  with  William  New- 
bem,  Reuben  Lawrence,  and  Herry  White  throughout  the  year.  God  blessed  their  efforts.  The  last 
service  of  1824  was  reported  as  follows:  "Divine  service  was  introduced  by  Henry  White.  Eld- 
der  Ross  concluded  the  service.  A  large  congregation  of  people,  great  manifestation  of  the  glory 
of  God  amongst  them." 
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THE  YEAR  OF  1825:  Meetings  scheduled  for  January  were  cancelled  due  to  snow.  During  the 
February  meeting  Nancy  Johnson,  Christian  (could  be  Christine)  White,  Margaret  Curry,  and 
Winifred  Reed  became  candidates  for  baptism.  They  were  baptized  the  following  Sunday  morn- 
ing. Nathan  Myers  was  restored  to  fellowship  during  the  February  meeting. 

April  1825:  Redden  Todd,  Elizabeth  Todd,  Minnie  Hoggard,  Dicey  Hughes,  Aquilla  Castellow, 
and  John  Hoggard  (*)  were  received,  and  baptized  the  following  day.  Received  by  letter:  Mary 
Jemigan  and  Elijha  Raynor.  Barbara  Morgan  was  granted  a  letter  of  dismissal.  James  Ross, 
Aquilla  Oxley,  Elijah  Raynor,  and  Matthew  Morris  were  appointed  as  delegates  to  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Chowan  Association.  The  church  was  informed  that  Thomas  Gaskins  had  died. 

(*)  There  were  two  John  Hoggards  during  that  period  of  time. 

June  1 825:  After  preaching  by  Joseph  Jordan,  James  Castellow  was  received  as  a  new  member. 

August  1 824,  Friday  before  the  fourth  Lord's  day:  Henry  White  and  James  Ross  filled  the  pulpit 
before  the  church  went  into  conference.  Tom,  the  property  of  William  Jemigan  was  received  as  a 
member.  Nancy  Ward,  Martha  Henry,  and  Elizabeth  Todd  were  granted  letters  of  dismissal.  An 
investigative  committee  composed  of  Chamey  Cale,  Whit  White,  Reddick  White,  and  Moses 
Mizelle  made  a  report  on  a  charge  against  Tempey  (Tempest?)  Butler.  She  was  "excluded  from 
membership."  William  Mizelle  was  restored  to  fellowship  after  having  been  charged  with  intoxi- 
cation. 

September  1 825:  Elizabeth  Hardy  and  Turner  Castellow  were  received  for  baptism. 

October  1825:  Sister  Olon  Smith  was  received.  She  was  baptized  the  following  morning.  Mary 
Shepherd  was  granted  a  letter  of  dismissal.  The  church  was  informed  that  Nancy  Bryant,  Cynthia 
White,  and  Frances  Butler  had  died. 

November  1825:  On  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Lord's  day,  Nancy  Sexton  was  received  for  bap- 
tism. 

During  the  year  of  1825,  Richard  Poindexter,  Henry  White,  Willian  Jordan,  Joseph  Jordan,  Amos 
Raynor,  and  William  Newbem  assisted  Elder  Ross  in  the  pulpit. 

THE  YEAR  OF  1 826:  No  meetings  in  January  due  to  snow. 

February  1826:  William  Mizelle  was  excluded  from  membership  -  intoxication  again.  Reddick 
Outlaw  was  forgiven  for  being  intoxicated,  and  restored  to  fellowship. 

March  1826:  Ephraim  White,  Henry  White,  Aquilla  Oxley,  and  James  Ross  were  appointed 
delegates  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Chowan  Association.  The  church  agreed  to  send  two  dollars 
to  the  Association  Fund.  Received  by  letter:  Christine  Hughes. 

April  1826:  Matthew  Morris  was  restored  to  fellowship.  He  had  been  charged  with  improper 
conduct. 

May  1 826:  Jasper  Buck  was  excluded  from  membership  for  improper  conduct. 

June  1826:  After  being  charged  with  intoxication,  John  Hoggard,  Carlton  White,  and  R.  Butler 
were  restored  to  fellowship. 


24 


September  1 826;  Jesse  White  was  excluded  from  membership  for  improper  conduct.  Lodowick 
Pruden  was  excluded  for  the  same  charge.  Jasper  Buck  was  restored  to  fellowship,  and  immedi- 
ately requested  a  letter  of  dismissal. 

October  1826:  John  Mitchell  and  William  Miller  were  received  as  candidates  for  baptism. 
Soloman  Todd  was  restored  to  fellowship  after  being  "tried"  for  improper  conduct.  Committee 
members  Chamey  Caie,  Henry  White,  Aaron  Mizelle,  and  Aquilla  Oxley  reported  on  a  case  that 
they  had  tried  to  resolve  between  Thomas  Cowan  and  Perry  White.  Following  is  the  report  as  it 
is  recorded  in  the  minutes:  "The  committee  reported  as  follows:  That  is  to  say.  Brother  Thomas 
Cowan  is  so  much  dissatisfied  with  the  conduck  (conduct)  of  Brother  Perry  White  that  he  caimot, 
nor  will  not  felliship  (fellowship)  with  him.  Brother  Perry  White  says  that  he  is  willing  to  be 
friendly,  but  still  charges  Brother  Cowan  with  what  he  says  is  not  so  (true),  for  which  the  com- 
mittee endeavored  to  settle  between  them,  but  could  not.  The  committee  can  no  longer  hold  them 
in  fellowship."  The  committee  was  discharged,  and  the  case  continued  until  the  next  conference. 
Committee  members  Chamey  Cale,  H.  White,  Matthew  Morris,  Aquilla  Oxley,  and  Elijah  Raynor 
reported  on  a  case  against  Judy  Hughes  for  improper  conduct.  The  following  is  from  the  minutes: 
"The  committee  reported  as  follows:  That  is  to  say,  that  they  inquired  into  the  case  of  Sister 
Hughes,  that  her  conduck  (conduct)  was  such  with  (in)  dout  (doubt)  that  they  cannot  hold  her  in 
fellowship  no  (any)  longer."  After  the  report,  the  committee  was  discharged. 

Novenber  1 826:  The  church  reviewed  the  cases  of  Thomas  Cowan,  Perry  White,  and  Judy 
Hughes.  They  were  excluded  from  membership.  Received  to  membership  again:  Martha  Henry 
and  Nancy  Ward.  Brother  R.  Butler  was  restored  to  fellowship.  Minnie  Butler  was  accepted 
through  transfer  of  letter. 

December  1826:  Committee  members  Matthew  Morris,  Hemy  White,  Morton  White,  and  Whit 
White  reported  on  a  case  of  misconduct  against  Winifred  Pritchard.  She  was  suspended  from 
membership. 

William  Newbem,  Reuben  Lawrence,  William  Jordan,  Amos  Raynor,  Henry  White,  and  (?) 
Cleveland  assisted  James  Ross  in  the  pulpit  during  the  year  of  1826. 

THE  YEAR  OF  1827:  During  the  February  meeting,  James  Todd,  James  Hughes,  Solomon 
Todd,  and  Carlton  White  were  charged  with  intoxication  and  fighting.  James  Todd  and  James 
Hughes  were  suspended  from  membership.  Aquilla  Oxley,  Matthew  Morris,  Chamey  Cale,  and 
Henry  White  were  instructed  to  investigate  the  case  and  make  a  report  on  Solomon  Todd  and 
Carlton  White. 

March  1827:  James  Ross,  Henry  White,  Aquilla  Oxley,  and  Matthew  Morris  were  appointed 
delegates  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Chowan  Association. 

April  1827:  Carlton  White  was  restored  to  fellowship  after  being  charged  with  intoxication  and 
fighting.  Mary  Outlaw  requested  a  letter  of  dismissal;  it  was  granted. 

May  1 827:  Solomon  Todd  was  excluded  from  membership  for  fighting  and  intoxication. 

July  1 827:  Charlotte  Bymm  was  granted  a  letter  of  dismissal. 

August  1827:  Reuben  Harrison  and  William  Jemigan  were  dismissed  from  membership  for  mis- 
conduct. 
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Amos  Raynor  and  Henry  White  assisted  Elder  James  Ross  with  the  preaching  during  1 827. 

Martin  Ross  died  during  the  year  of  1 827.  In  the  early  1 800s  Martin  organized  the  Bethel  Baptist 
Church  near  the  Youpin  River  in  Perquimans  County,  where  he  made  his  home.  Bethel  Church 
became  the  "parent"  of  the  Chowan  Association.  More  information  on  Martin  Ross,  his  life, 
family,  and  work,  later. 

THE  YEAR  OF  1828:  In  January,  a  committee  comprised  of  Chamey  Cale,  Reddick  White, 
Morton  White,  Henry  White,  and  Levi  Cowan  reported  on  "  improper  conduct"  charges  against 
Grover  Butler,  Hardy  Johnson,  and  Tommy  Johnson.  The  accused  were  excluded  from  member- 
ship. 

February  1828:  Nathan  Myers  was  received  as  a  member. 

March  1828:  Carlton  White  was  restored  to  fellowship  again.  He  and  Charlotte  White  were  pre- 
viously charged  with  improper  conduct.  Aquilla  Oxley,  Henry  White,  Aaron  Mizelle,  Matthew 
Morris,  David  Bryant,  Chamey  Cale,  and  William  Cowan  had  investigated  the  case.  James  Ross, 
Henry  White,  and  Aquilla  Oxley  were  appointed  delegates  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Chowan  As- 
sociation. Agreed  to  send  two  dollars  to  the  fund. 

May  ]  828:  Everett  Butler  was  forgiven  for  a  charge  of  intoxication  and  restored  to  fellowship. 
July  1 828:  John  Todd  and  Menerva  Todd  were  received  by  letter. 

August  1 828:  From  the  minutes:  "Resolved  that  the  members  of  this  church  meet  on  Wednesday 
after  the  third  Sunday  in  every  month  for  the  purpose  of  solom  (solemn)  prair  (prayer)  to  all 
mitey  (Almighty)  God."  The  hour  of  the  day  for  meeting  was  not  disclosed.  This  was  the  begin- 
ning of  midweek  prayer  meetings.  It  is  not  known  how  well  the  meetings  were  attended. 

September  1828:  Matthew  Morris,  Chamey  Cale,  Henry  White,  James  Ross,  Aquilla  Oxley, 
Moses  Mizelle,  Moses  L.  Mizelle(*),  Augustus  Bass,  Morton  White,  and  George  Jemigan  were 
appointed  to  attend  a  special  meeting  of  the  Chowan  Association. 

(*)  Moses  Mizelle  and  Moses  L.  Mizelle  were  two  individuals.  Moses  L.  Mizelle  became  an  or- 
dained minister  and  assisted  the  pastor  of  the  church  for  many  years. 

October  1828:  Sarah  Evans  was  received  as  a  member  by  letter.  R(?).  Butler  was  restored  to 
fellowship  again.  The  charge  against  him  was  intoxication. 

According  to  the  minutes,  there  was  "a  great  many  people  in  attendance"  during  the  year  of  1 828. 
The  year  ended  with  many  charges  pending  against  some  of  the  members.  Amos  Raynor  and 
Henry  White  assisted  the  pastor  through  the  year. 

THE  YEAR  OF  1829:  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Lord's  day  in  January:  Penelope  Hoggard  was 
received  by  letter.  John  Dunlow  was  forgiven  and  restored  to  fellowship  again  after  several 
charges  of  intoxication.  Henry  White  was  granted  a  letter  of  dismissal  "to  join  any  sister  church 
of  the  same  faith  and  order." 
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April  1829:  James  Ross,  Matthew  Morris,  George  Jemigan,  and  Aquilla  Oxley  were  appointed 
delegates  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  association. 

May  1 829:  Thomas  White  and  Bamaby  Hughes  were  restored  to  fellowship.  Everett  Butler  was 
excluded  from  membership.  All  had  been  charged  with  intoxication. 

July  1829:  John  Bass  was  forgiven  and  restored  to  fellowship.  John  had  been  charged  with  "  in- 
proper  conduct  for  drinking  and  going  to  balls  (parties)."  Nathan  Jemigan  was  excluded  from 
membership  on  the  same  charges. 

August  1829:  There  were  no  services  at  Ross  Church,  due  to  the  Bertie  Union  Meeting  at  Sandy 
Run  Church  on  Saturday  and  Sunday. 

September  1829:  The  Temperance  Society  met  on  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday.  During 
the  year  of  1 829  Ross  Church  became  a  member  of  "The  American  Society  for  the  Promotion  of 
Temperance."  The  Temperance  Society  was  organized  to  lobby  against  the  "drunkard-making 
business,"  which  they  referred  to  as  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  "distilled  spirits,"  and  other  in- 
toxicating beverages.  During  the  1800s,  there  were  no  restraints  or  limitations  on  making  and 
selling  "spirits."  Some  of  the  members  at  Ross  Church  were  engaged  in  making  and  selling 
whiskey.  The  only  restrictions  placed  on  the  members  by  the  church  was,  "no  Sunday  sales"  and 
"limited  drinking"  -  below  the  point  of  intoxication.  The  whiskey  during  that  period  of  time  was 
unblended  200  proof  alcohol,  and  was  distilled  in  large  quantities.  It  was  sold  to  many  distant 
and  local  saloons,  taverns,  stores,  and  was  available  from  individual  distillers.  Local  saloons  - 
which  were  many  -  were  places  of  public  drunkenness,  gambling,  prostitution,  and  violence.  The 
human  consumption  of  alcohol  was  described  as  a  "dangerous  social  institution  that  threatened 
families,  and  had  become  a  national  shame."  Twenty  years  later,  Abraham  Lincoln  stated  that 
"distilled  sprits  is  used  by  everybody,  repudiated  by  nobody,  and  is  the  angel  of  death,  commis- 
sioned to  slay  the  fairest  in  every  family." 

According  to  the  business  minutes  of  Ross  Church,  it  was  impossible  to  discuss  matters  of  spiri- 
tual value  due  to  the  "loaded  docket"  of  misconduct  cases  related  to  intoxication.  The  use  of 
"spirits"  among  church  members  was  a  serious  problem  during  the  1800s.  On  two  occasions,  a 
minister  in  Ross  Church  was  suspended  from  preaching  for  "excessive  drinking."  The  Temper- 
ance Society  eventually  became  the  "Woman's  Temperance  Society,"  and  intensified  its  efforts  to 
abolish  the  unrestricted  sale  of  intoxicating  beverages.  By  the  year  of  1873,  women  in  the  society 
had  become  so  aggressive  that  it  is  remembered  as  the  year  of  the  "Woman's  War"  against  sa- 
loons and  the  sale  of  alcohol.  Late  in  the  year  of  1917,  prohibition  was  enacted.  According  to  the 
history  of  prohibition,  the  women  involved  were  sincere  church  members  that  had  joined  forces 
nation-wide.  They  refused  to  accept  anything  less  than  victory.  Some  of  the  women  of  Ross 
Church  contributed  to  this  victory. 

October  1829:  During  the  Saturday  meeting  in  October  the  case  of  Mary  Moore  was  "tried." 
Mary  was  charged  with  being  drunk  in  the  Town  of  Windsor.  Mary  was  forgiven  and  restored  to 
fellowship.  John  Byrum  was  tried  for  "intoxication  and  other  disorderly  conduct."  He  was  for- 
given and  restored  to  fellowship. 

November  1829:  Miola  Butler  was  received  into  membership  by  letter.  George  Jemigan  and 
Penelope  Mizelle  were  excluded  from  membership  for  disorderly  conduct.  During  the  year  of 
1 829,  Amos  Raynor  and  Henry  White  assisted  Elder  Ross  in  the  pulpit. 
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THE  YEAR  OF  1830:  During  the  January  meeting,  Darius  Butler  was  excluded  from  member- 
ship for  "improper  conduct  as  becometh  a  member." 

February  1830:  David  White  was  restored  to  fellowship.  He  had  been  charged  with  "disorder." 

May  1 830,  Saturday  meeting:  From  the  minutes:  "A  motion  was  mad  (made)  and  seconded,  that 
ail  brethren  be  charged  with  disorder  that  fails  to  pay  thar  (their)  church  dues,  and  come  forward 
to  the  next  conference  and  give  the  church  satisfaction,  or  they  will  be  delt  (dealt)  with  as  disor- 
derly members." 

June  1830:  Kader  Harrison  was  charged  with  "disorder  with  Sooky  Butler."  Kader  and  Sooky 
were  excluded  from  membership. 

July  1830:  On  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Lord's  day,  Millie  Hughes  requested  membership  and 
was  received.  Lodowick  Pruden  was  restored  to  fellowship.  On  Sunday,  the  church  met  "at  the 
water"  to  baptize  Millie  Hughes.  During  the  services,  Sally  Mitchell  and  Zedekiah  Morris  were 
received  and  baptized. 

October  1830:  Christian  (could  be  Christine)  Cowan  requested  membership  and  was  received 
during  the  Saturday  meeting. 

November  1830:  King  Mitchell  was  excluded  from  membership  for  intoxication  and  riot.  Dur- 
ing the  same  meeting,  Levi  Hughes,  King  Harrison,  and  John  White  were  excluded  for  intoxica- 
tion, fighting,  and  riot.  Committee  members  Matthew  Morris,  Aquilla  Oxley,  Moses  Mizelle, 
Whit  White,  and  Moses  L.  Mizelle  had  investigated  and  reported  on  the  cases. 

The  meetings  in  December  were  rained  out.  Henry  White  and  Stephen  Bazemore  assisted  James 
Ross  with  the  preaching  during  1 830. 

THE  YEAR  OF  1 83 1 ,  February  meeting:  Reddick  Outlaw  was  charged  with  disorder  and  ab- 
senteeism. He  was  excluded  from  membership. 

March  1 83 1 :  From  the  minutes  of  the  Saturday  meeting  before  the  fourth  Lord's  day:  "The  case 
of  the  brethren  was  taken  up  and  they  were  charged  as  follows:  Reuben  White,  charged  with  dis- 
order for  not  paying  his  met  (dues)  to  the  church.  Allen  Butler  charged,  Henry  Hughes  charged, 
James  Todd,  John  Bass,  John  Byrum,  Lodowick  Pruden,  Augustus  Bass,  Carlton  White,  Charles 
C.  Ward,  Ephraim  White,  Lewis  Todd,  and  Thomas  White.  All  charged  with  disorder  for  not 
contributing  to  the  church."  According  to  the  minutes,  other  members  were  charged  but  their 
names  are  not  recorded. 

April  1831:  During  the  Saturday  meeting,  Reddick  White  was  excluded  from  membership.  His 
charge  was  intoxication.  Elder  James  Ross,  Aquilla  Oxley,  and  Chamey  Cale  were  appointed 
delegates  to  attend  the  next  meeting  of  the  association. 

May  1831,  Saturday  meeting:  Nathan  Miller  was  charged  with  neglect,  also,  disorder  in  confer- 
ence. He  was  forgiven. 

June  1831:  Carlton  White  was  forgiven  and  restored  to  fellowship.  He  had  been  charged  with 
intoxication  and  riot. 
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July  1831,  During  the  Saturday  meeting,  Phillip,  the  property  of  Moses  Mizelle  was  excluded 
from  membership  for  stealing. 

During  the  months  of  June,  July,  and  August,  four  of  the  "brethren"  that  had  been  charged  with 
disorderly  conduct  for  not  paying  church  dues  made  the  following  payments:  June  23,  King 
White,  $1.00;  June  25,  John  Bass,  $1.00;  June  25,  John  Mizelle,  $1.00;  June  25,  Hardy  Todd, 
$2.50;  June  25,  Reuben  Harrison,  $1.00;  August  23,  Reuben  Harrison,  $0.20.  There  is  no  record 
of  the  others  paying  their  dues. 

December  1831,  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Lord's  day.  Previously,  John  Hoggard  and  Aaron 
Mizelle  had  been  instructed  to  "cite"  Nancy  Sumter  and  Martha  White  to  appear  in  conference  to 
face  charges  of  misconduct.  Both  were  found  "guilty"  and  were  excluded  from  membership. 

Henry  White  did  most  of  the  preaching  during  1831. 

THE  YEAR  OF  1832:  Augustus  Bass  requested  a  letter  of  dismissal.  The  letter  was  granted  on 
Saturday  before  the  fourth  Lord's  day  in  January. 

February  1832:  All  meetings  were  rained  out. 

March  1 832,  Saturday  meeting:  Judith  Mizelle  was  received  as  a  member.  She  was  baptized  the 
following  day.  Charles  C.  Ward  and  wife  were  charged  with  absenteeism. 

April  1832:  John  Dunlow  was  restored  to  fellowship.  He  had  been  charged  with  "disorderly 
conduct  as  becometh  a  member."  James  Ross  and  Aquilla  Oxley  were  appointed  delegates  to  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Chowan  Association. 

May  1832,  Saturday  meeting:  Chloe  Cowan  and  Mary  Byrum  were  received  for  baptism.  John 
Bass  was  excluded  from  membership  for  disorderly  conduct.  Chloe  Smith  was  excluded  for  dis- 
orderly conduct.  Moses  L.  Mizelle  was  elected  to  serve  on  the  Board  of  Deacons. 

June  1832:  From  the  Saturday  minutes:  "A  dore  (door)  was  opened  for  reception  of  new  mem- 
bers, and  received  Winnaford  (Winifred)  Byram  (Byrum),  Nancy  Mizelle,  Mary  Axley  (Oxley), 
and  John  Marzells  (Mizelle)  -  the  younger  (known  as  Little-John),  on  perfeshion  (profession)  of 
faith  for  baptism."  They  were  baptized  the  following  day.  John  White  was  restored  to  fellowship 
after  having  been  charged  with  disorder.  Dicey  Copeland  was  granted  a  letter  of  dismissal. 
Winifred  Hughes  was  excluded  from  membership  for  misconduct.  On  Sunday,  Henry  White, 
Amos  Raynor,  and  James  Ross  preached  to  "many  people." 

July  1 832:  Agatha  Mizelle  was  received  as  a  candidate  for  baptism  during  the  Saturday  meeting. 
Nathan  Miller  was  excluded  from  membership  for  misconduct. 

August  1832,  Friday  meeting:  Mary  Mizelle,  Elizabeth  Hughes,  and  David  White  were  received 
for  baptism.  Jesse  White  was  restored  to  fellowship  after  a  long  absence. 

September,  Saturday  meeting:  Carlton  White  and  John  White  were  excluded  from  membership 
on  charges  of  intoxication.  Henry  White,  Amos  Raynor,  Reuben  Lewrence,  and  Richard  Poin- 
dexter  assisted  Elder  Ross  in  the  pulpit  during  the  year  of  1 832. 

THE  YEAR  OF  1833:  The  church  business  during  1833  was  filled  with  charges  and  investiga- 
tions on  intoxication  and  disorderly  conduct.   Most  of  the  cases  were  the  resuh  of  members 
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"snitching"  on  each  other.  The  cases  were  discussed  during  each  meeting;  then  postponed.  The 
church  was  unable  to  dispose  of  all  the  cases  until  the  year  of  1834.  Some  of  the  people  were 
forgiven,  and  were  not  required  to  appear  before  conference  again.  As  we  become  familiar  with 
the  internal  problems  of  Ross  Baptist  Church  during  the  1 800s,  it  is  impossible  to  understand  how 
it  survived. 

On  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday  in  July  1833,  Agatha  Mitchell  was  received  for  baptism. 
The  following  quotation  is  from  the  minutes  of  the  July  meeting:  "A  motion  made  and  seconded, 
that  we  have  four  days  of  meetings  to  commence  Thursday  before  the  fourth  Lord's  day  in  August 
next,  and  a  lunch  be  sent  to  the  following  churches:  Cashie,  Republicken  (Republican),  Conex- 
cey,  (Connaritsa),  Holly  Grove,  and  Caphorts  (Capehart's)."  The  purpose  for  the  meetings  is  not 
known. 

During  the  Friday  meeting  in  August,  Elizabeth  Hughes  and  Mary  Mizelle  requested  member- 
ship. Sally  Pritchard  requested  and  received  a  letter  of  dismissal. 

November  1833,  Friday  meeting:  Charles  Ward  was  excluded  from  membership.  Charles  and 
his  wife  Winifred  were  previously  charged  with  intoxication.  Winifred's  case  was  postponed. 
James  Todd  was  excluded.  Martha  Henry  was  excluded.  Martha  had  been  charged  with  disorder, 
and  investigated  by  Miles  Hughes,  David  Bryant,  Thomas  Cale,  and  Matthew  Morris. 

The  Temperance  Society  met  on  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday  in  November. 

December  1833:  Winifred  Ward  was  excluded  for  intoxication.  Reuben  Harrison  was  excluded 
for  intoxication.  Henry  White,  Amos  Raynor,  Stephen  Bazemore,  Reuben  Lawrence,  and  (?) 
Thompson  assisted  Elder  Ross  with  the  preaching  during  1833. 

THE  YEAR  OF  1834:  According  to  the  church  minutes,  there  was  a  decline  in  attendance  dur- 
ing the  year  of  1 834.  The  clerk  reported  the  meetings  as  being  "thin"  (few  in  attendance). 

January  meeting:  Elizabeth  Hardy  and  Charlotte  Mizelle  requested,  and  were  granted  letters  of 
dismissal  during  the  month  of  January.  Moses  L.  Mizelle  was  appointed  to  serve  as  church  clerk 
after  the  resignation  of  Aquilla  Oxiey.  Oxiey  had  served  faithfully  as  clerk  for  ten  years.  At  the 
time  he  resigned,  Chamey  Cale,  Willian  Cowan,  Miles  Hughes,  Henry  White,  Moses  L.  Mizelle, 
and  Moses  Mizelle  were  investigating  him  for  "disorder."  During  the  same  time,  Penelope 
Mitchell  Hoggard  charged  Chamey  Cale  for  "startling"  her  horse  and  "improper  conduct"  after- 
ward. Penelope  was  the  widow  of  one  of  the  many  John  Hoggards  that  lived  during  the  1800s. 
She  had  the  reputation  of  being  a  "temperamental  soul." 

February  1834,  Saturday  meeting:  Moses  Mizelle,  Miles  Hughes,  David  Bryant,  John  Mitchell, 
and  Zed  Morris  were  appointed  as  a  committee  to  investigate  the  charges  brought  against  Char- 
ney  Cale  by  Penelope  Hoggard.  Zilpha  Morris,  George  Mizelle,  and  Mary  White  were  granted 
letters  of  dismissal. 

March  1834:  Martha  White  was  granted  a  letter  of  dismissal.  The  committee  investigating 
Aquilla  Oxiey  reported.  Oxiey  was  excluded  from  membership.  The  committee  investigating  the 
Chamey  Cale-Penelope  Hoggard  case  reported.  The  church  requested  that  Chamey  and  Penelope 
settle  their  differences  privately,  before  the  next  meeting.  Humphrey  Miller  was  excluded  from 
membership  for  improper  conduct.  James  Ross,  Henry  White,  Aaron  Mizelle,  and  Elijah  Raynor 
were  appointed  delegates  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  association. 
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April  1834,  Saturday  meeting:  Angeline  Bamacascel  and  Priscilla  Mizelle  were  received  as  can- 
didates for  baptism.  Allen  Butler,  Henry  Hughes,  and  Lewis  Cowan  were  suspended  from  mem- 
bership for  their  "so  long  absence." 

May  1834:  According  to  the  minutes,  the  service  on  Saturday  was  "introduced  with  singing  and 
prayer  by  Brother  Henry  White,  followed  by  Elder  James  Ross  who  preached  from  the  149th 
Psalm.  Jonathan  Mizelle  was  received  for  baptism.  During  the  business  session,  there  was  a  mo- 
tion that  the  case  against  Martha  Henry  be  reconsidered.  A  committee  comprised  of  Miles 
Hughes,  David  Bryant,  Matthew  Morris,  Elijah  Raynor,  and  Turner  Carter  was  appointed  to  re- 
evaluate the  charges  against  Martha.  Martha  had  been  suspended  from  membership  in  November 
1833  for  "disorder." 

June  1834,  Saturday  meeting:  The  committee  reported  on  the  Martha  Henry  case.  They  recom- 
mended that  Martha  not  be  restored  to  fellowship.  Amanita  Boswell  was  received  for  baptism. 
The  charges  that  were  previously  brought  against  Chamey  Cale  (*)  by  Penelope  Hoggard  were 
disposed  of.  This  was  the  case  that  involved  Penelope's  horse.  Chamey  was  "restored  to  favor." 

(*)  Chamey  Cale  is  the  most  "researched"  person  ever  to  become  a  member  of  Ross  Church. 
Many  leading  genealogists  have  tried  to  research  his  patemal  and  matemal  origin,  but  his  exact 
ancestor/  has  never  been  documented  with  any  certainty.  It  is  known  through  old  documents  that 
Chamey  lived  much  of  his  early  life  as  Chamey  "Dundelow."  It  is  believed  that  Chamey  was 
bom  about  the  year  of  1779.  It  is  known  that  he  married  Elizabeth  Harmon  on  October  24,  1 804. 
When  Chamey  was  married  he  used  the  name  Chamey  Cale.  After  he  married  Elizabeth,  he  en- 
listed and  served  in  the  Army  as  Chamey  Dundelow.  Soon  after  he  was  discharged  from  the 
Army,  he  reenlisted  to  serve  again,  as  Chamey  Dundelow.  Chamey  used  the  name  Dundelow  on 
documents  until  1818.  About  1820  he  began  to  use  the  name  Chamey  "Cale"  again,  and  was 
known  by  that  name  the  remainder  of  his  life.  The  only  thing  that  is  really  known  about  the  ori- 
gin of  Chamey  is  that  he  was  of  Tuscaroran  Indian  ancestory.  Chamey  and  Elizabeth  had  a  fam- 
ily of  eleven  children.  Those  children  and  their  children  told  many  stories  about  Chamey  that 
have  become  traditional.   Some  of  those  stories  are  still  told  today. 

The  grandchildren  of  Chamey  and  Elizabeth  told  that  Chamey  was  the  son  of  a  Tuscarora  Indian 
known  as  Chief  Cucua  Mucuca  (better  known  as  Chief  Cucklemaker).  The  wife  of  Cucklemaker 
was  the  widow  of  a  French  fur  trader,  Henri  Duneleaux,  that  died  while  living  among  the  Indians. 
The  name  of  Henri's  widow  was  Elizabeth  Maria  Callis  Doneleaux.  It  is  believed  that  Henri  and 
the  chief  were  friends,  and  that  the  chief  married  the  widow  after  Henri  died.  Elizabeth  had  two 
children  by  Henri  that  the  chief  accepted  as  his  family  when  he  married  her.  According  to  tradi- 
tion, two  children  were  bom  to  Cucklemaker  and  Elizabeth  after  they  were  married.  One  of  those 
children  was  Chamey.  When  Chamey  was  about  thirteen  years  of  age,  his  father.  Chief  Cuckle- 
maker was  ambushed  and  shot  to  death  about  the  year  of  1 792,  at  the  same  site  where  the  Ross 
Baptist  Church  building  now  stands.  Since  Chamey  was  still  a  child  at  his  father's  death,  it  is  be- 
lieved by  some  people  that  he  was  either  apprenticed  to,  or  adopted  by  a  Cale  family,  probably 
John  Cale. 

The  French  name  Duneleaux  became  "Dunelow,"  or  "Dundelow"  when  used  as  an  English  name. 
According  to  some  of  the  traditional  stories,  Chamey  used  his  mother's  name  "Dunelow"  and  his 
adopted  name  "Cale"  interchangeably.  Chamey  married  Judith  Mizelle  on  December  20,  1 848, 
after  the  death  of  his  first  wife.  According  to  the  North  Carolina  Censues  Report  of  1 850,  Char- 
ney  owned  2000  acres  of  land.  The  land  included  what  is  known  today  as  the  Ross  Church 
Community,  and  many  acres  in  the  Bakertown  area.  This  is  a  remarkable  record  for  a  person  that 
was  illiterate.  Chamey  served  as  a  deacon  for  many  years.  He  died  on  July  24,  I860.  According 
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to  family  stories,  he  was  buried  with  his  first  wife,  his  Indian  father,  and  his  French  mother  in  the 
old  Indian  Graveyard  at  Cucklemaker  Creek.  He  carried  many  unanswered  questions  with  him. 

July  1834:  During  the  Saturday  meeting,  Penelope  Drew,  Sally  Maxwell,  and  Nancy  Ward  were 
granted  letters  of  dismissal.  Happy  Hughes  was  excluded  from  membership  for  disorder.  Jarma, 
the  property  of  William  Cowan  was  charged  with  "disorder"  and  suspended, 

August  1 834,  Saturday  meeting:  Elizabeth  and  Mary  Oxley  requested  letters  of  dismissal,  which 
were  granted.  Mary  Harrell  and  daughter,  Harriet  Harrell  were  granted  letters  of  dismissal.  Mary 
Thompson  and  daughter,  Janet  Thompson  were  received  by  letter. 

September  1834:  John  Byrum  was  suspended  from  membership  for  "intoxication  and  other  dis- 
orders." Sally  White  was  received  by  letter.  Aquilla  Oxley  was  restored  to  fellowship,  and  im- 
mediately requested  a  letter  of  dismissal. 

October  1834:  Penelope  Mitchell  Hoggard  was  excluded  from  membership.  During  the  month 
of  January,  Penelope  brought  charges  against  Chamey  Cale  for  "spooking"  her  horse.  The  church 
investigated  the  alleged  incident  and  decided  in  Chamey's  favor.  According  to  the  business  min- 
utes, Penelope  had  been  insisting  for  several  months  that  the  church  take  action  against  Chamey. 
Penelope  lost  her  case,  and  her  membership. 

THE  YEAR  OF  1835:  On  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Lord's  day  in  February,  Thomas  Cowan 
was  restored  to  fellowship,  then  requested  letters  of  dismissal  for  himself  and  wife.  Lewis  Cowan 
was  granted  a  letter  of  dismissal.  David  White  requested  letters  of  dismissal  for  himself,  wife, 
and  daughter.  Ephram  White  requested  letters  of  dismissal  for  himself  and  wife.  Martha  White 
was  received  into  membership  by  letter. 

March  1835,  Saturday  meeting:  James  Ross,  Henry  White,  Chamey  Cale,  and  Aaron  L.  Mizelle 
were  appointed  delegates  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Chowan  Association.  Ross  Church  was  now 
contributing  two  dollars  each  year  to  the  association. 

May  1 835:  Elijah  Raynor  requested  and  was  granted  letters  for  himself  and  his  wife. 
August  1 835:  Martha  Ward  was  granted  a  letter  of  dismissal. 

September  1835,  Saturday  meeting:  Christine  Hughes,  Christine  Cowan,  and  Charlotte  Hughes 
were  charged  with  "disorder."  Christine  Hughes  was  excluded.  The  charges  against  Christine 
Cowan  were  withdrawn.  Charlotte  Hughes  was  restored  to  fellowship.  Winifred  Bryant  and  her 
daughters,  Winifred  and  Mary  were  granted  letters  of  dismissal. 

Novmber  1835:  During  the  Saturday  meeting,  Hardy  White  was  granted  a  letter  of  dismissal. 
The  following  quotation  is  from  the  minutes:  "On  motion,  agreed  that  Brother  Henry  White  be 
sent  to  the  association  to  be  ordained." 

During  the  year  of  1835,  Ross  Church  lost  seventeen  members  through  exclusions  or  transfer  of 
letters.  One  person  was  received  into  membership  by  letter,  none  by  baptism. 

THE  YEAR  OF  1 836:  During  the  Saturday  meeting  of  January,  Elizabeth  Oxley  was  received  by 
letter.  On  the  same  day,  a  committee  comprised  of  Matthew  Morris,  David  Bryant,  Bamaby 
Hughes,  and  Miles  Hughes  reported  on  the  activities  of  Thomas  C.  Cale.  Thomas  was  excluded 
from  membership. 
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Februan  1 836.  Saturday  meeting:  Elinder  Evans  was  granted  a  letter  of  dismissal. 

April  1836:  James  Ross.  Henr\-  White,  and  Jonathan  Mizelle  were  appointed  to  anend  the  next 
meeting  of  the  association. 

May  1836:  Henr>  White  was  ordained  as  an  evangelist  by  officials  of  the  Chow  an  Association. 
His  credentials  are  recorded  in  the  church  minutes  as  follows:  "Perquimans  Count>  .  in  the  State 
of  North  Carolina.  Brother  Henr\'  VvTiite.  a  member  of  the  church  at  Rosses  Meeting  House  in 
Bertie  Count>.  was  called  b\  said  church  and  appro\ed  of.  He  was  sent  to  the  association  at 
Bethel  for  examination  and  ordination.  We.  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed  did  before  the 
association,  solemnly  ordain  and  set  apart  as  an  Evangelist,  the  said  Henr>  White.  He  is  hereby 
entitled  to  the  administration  of  all  the  ordinances  of  the  gospel.  Given  under  our  hands,  this  the 
14th  day  of  May  1836. 

Signed, 

John  Harrell 
George  Thompson 
E\  an  Forbs 
Quentin  Trotman" 

During  the  Ma\-  meeting,  the  church  was  informed  of  the  death  of  PolK  Mizelle.  She  died  May 
10.  1836.  William  Pearce  assisted  with  the  preaching  during  the  June  ser\ices. 

JuK  1836.  Saturda\  meeting:  Nathan  Miller  was  restored  to  "fa\or."  Nancy  Hughes  was  ex- 
cluded from  membership.  Nancy  had  previously  been  charged  with  disorder.  Heruy  White  was 
granted  a  letter  of  dismissal.  It  is  not  known  if  this  w  as  the  preacher  Henr\ .  If  it  was,  he  still 
filled  the  pulpit  each  meeting  for  the  next  several  months.  During  this  time.  Elder  Ross  did  not 
preach,  and  there  were  no  business  conferences  until  Februan."  1837. 

THE  YE.AR  OF  1837:  At  the  Februar>  meeting,  King  Vv'hite  and  Nathan  Miller  were  granted 
letters  of  dismissal. 

March  1837.  Saturday  meeting:  James  Ross,  Moses  L.  Mizelle,  and  Chamey  Cale  were  ap- 
pointed delegates  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Chowan  Association. 

.April  1837:  On  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday,  Nancy  Hughes  and  Penelope  Hughes  were 
receix  ed  as  candidates  for  baptism. 

May  1837:  On  Saturday,  Aquilla  Oxley  and  his  wife  Mar\  Oxley,  requested  membership  and 
were  recei\  ed  b\  letter.  The  Rules  of  Decorum  w  ere  read  to  the  church. 

June  1 83*^:  On  the  fourth  Sunday,  Ross  Church  hosted  the  Bertie  Union  Meeting. 

September  1837:  During  the  Saturday  meeting.  Lucrecia  Thompson  was  received  as  a  candidate 
for  baptism. 

.According  to  the  minutes,  the  church  was  not  observ  ing  Sunda\"  meetings  during  this  time.  Some 
of  the  business  was  being  discussed  without  making  decisions.  Charges  were  brought  against 
members  that  were  not  disposed  of  Henr\  White  and  visiting  ministers  were  doing  most  of  the 
preaching.  If  the  pastor  was  attending  during  that  period  of  time,  his  name  w  as  not  recorded.  It  is 
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evident  that  the  church  was  experiencing  problems  that  were  not  recorded  in  the  minutes.  An  en- 
try made  in  the  minutes  during  the  month  of  June  1838  was  written  as  follows:  "Brethren  from 
sister  churches  were  invited  to  assist  us  in  our  deliberations."  During  the  same  meeting  it  was 
"agreed  to  give  Brother  William  Jordan  ten  dollars  for  his  labors  bestowed  on  the  church."  Spe- 
cifics on  Jordan's  labors  were  not  recorded. 

August  1 838:  On  Saturday  before  the  third  Sunday,  Thomas  Hoggard  conducted  worship  service. 
This  was  Thomas'  first  sermon  at  Ross  Church;  there  would  be  many  more.  During  this  meeting, 
Mary  Thompson,  Jane  Thompson,  and  Lucrecia  Thompson  were  granted  letters  of  dismissal. 
They  moved  their  membership  to  Capehart's  Church. 

October  1838:  Elder  James  Ross  preached  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday.  This  was  the  first 
time  Ross  had  preached  in  several  months.  It  is  known  that  James  Ross  married  the  second  time 
after  the  death  of  his  first  wife.  The  date  of  death  of  his  first  wife  is  not  recorded  in  the  church 
records.  It  is  possible  that  the  long  absence  of  James  Ross  was  due  to  the  sickness  and  death  of 
his  wife.  More  on  that  later.  After  preaching,  James  Todd  requested  restoration  to  fellowship; 
his  request  was  denied. 

During  the  meeting  of  October  1838,  James  Ross  resigned  as  pastor  of  Ross  Church.  The  clerk 
recorded  the  following  in  the  minutes:  "Our  beloved  Brother  Elder  James  Ross  offered  his  resig- 
nation as  pastor,  which  was  received  with  much  regret.  At  the  time  Elder  Ross  resigned,  he  was 
sixty-eight  years  of  age.  He  continued  to  preach  occasionally  until  his  death  in  1853. 

Over  the  years  several  people  have  attempted  to  write,  or  compile  brief  histories  on  the  early 
years  of  Ross  Church.  Each  of  those  attempts  omitted  the  name  of  James  Ross.  All  previous 
histories  gave  Elder  Martin  Ross  credit  for  the  work  and  service  rendered  by  Elder  James  Ross. 
During  the  190th  Anniversary  meeting  of  Ross  Baptist  Church,  the  membership  present  heard  the 
name  "James  Ross"  for  the  first  time.  How  thirty  years  of  leadership  and  services  by  the  co- 
founder  and  first  pastor  eluded  history  for  1 90  years  is  not  understood.  We  hope  these  pages  will 
correct  the  omissions  of  the  past. 

I 

November  1838,  Saturday  meeting:  Mary  Freeman  and  Nancy  Freeman  were  received  as  candi- 
dates for  baptism.  Mary  Butler  requested  membership  and  was  received  by  letter.  James  Todd 
was  restored  to  fellowship. 

December  1 838:  Sister  Lucus  (Lucas  ?)  requested  a  letter  of  dismissal.  It  was  granted. 
THE  YEAR  OF  1 839:  There  were  no  services  in  January. 
February  1 839:  Thomas  Hoggard  and  D,  Goodman  preached. 

March  1839,  Saturday  meeting:  Moses  Mizelle  and  William  Mitchell  reported  on  a  charge  of 
"disorder"  against  John  Hoggard.  John  was  found  to  be  "not  guilty"  and  was  restored  to  "favor." 
Sam,  of  color,  was  charged  with  disorder,  and  was  excommunicated  (cut  off  from  the  church). 

April  1839:  Mary  Mitchell,  Ludy  Hughes,  and  Mary  of  color,  requested  membership  through 
baptism.  They  were  received.  Moses  L.  Mizelle,  Aaron  L.  Mizelle,  and  Aquilla  Castellow  were 
appointed  delegates  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  association.  Jane  Thompson  and  Lucresia  Thomp- 
son requested  letters  of  dismissal  to  replace  previous  letters  that  were  lost. 
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May  1839:  New  members  received  on  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday  were  EHzabeth  Cale, 
Catherine  White,  and  Azeener  White.  The  Rules  of  Conference  were  read. 

June  1 839:  During  the  Saturday  meeting,  Mattie  White,  Sarah  Jemigan,  and  Sally  Castellow  re- 
quested membership  and  were  accepted.  The  following  quotation  is  from  the  minutes:  "The  list 
(roll)  was  then  cald  (called)  and  the  abstant  thees  (absentees)  noted.  Resolved  that  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  clerk  to  call  the  list  (roll)  each  conference  and  note  the  abstant  thees  (absentees).  He 
will  make  a  reference  (list)  for  the  same,  for  which  they  will  answer  to  at  the  next  conference." 
This  was  a  renewed  effort  to  discipline  absentees.  For  several  months  the  absentees  would  be  re- 
quired to  give  an  excuse  for  not  being  present  at  roll  call. 

July  1 839,  Saturday  meeting:  During  the  meeting,  Winifred  White,  Martha  Hughes,  Elizabeth 
Todd,  and  Margaret  Phelps  were  received  for  baptism. 

August  1839:  Nathan  Myers,  David  White,  and  James  Todd  were  excused  for  being  absent. 
Starkey  Mizelle,  Frances  Mizelle,  and  Emilizer  Hoggard  requested  membership  through  baptism. 

September  1839:  Miles  Hughes,  Elisha  Mitchell ,  and  Hardy  Todd  gave  their  excuse  for  bemg  ab- 
sent. Elizabeth  Butler  was  received  for  baptism.  Harriet  Harrell  was  restored  to  fellowship. 

October  1 839:  Several  "brethren"  gave  excuses  for  being  absent.  Dicey  White  and  Lucy  Dunlow 
were  received  as  members. 

December  1 839:  On  Saturday  before  the  third  Sunday,  the  church  held  a  special  meeting  for  the 
purpose  of  electing  a  pastor.  Elder  Thomas  Hoggard  was  elected  by  "unanimous"  vote.  Elder 
Hoggard  had  been  supplying  since  the  resignation  of  James  Ross.  The  church  approved  a  salary 
of  $40.00  a  year  for  Elder  Hoggard.  His  salary  provided  an  income  of  $3.33  each  month.  Moses 
Mizelle's  son  was  appointed  doorkeeper.  On  Saturday,  Winifred  Harrison  was  received  for  bap- 
tism. 

Elder  Thomas  Hoggard  moved  from  Hertford  County  to  Bertie  County  after  he  became  a  minis- 
ter. It  is  possible  that  he  was  bom  in  Bertie  County,  moved  to  Hertford  County,  then  moved  back 
to  Bertie.  Due  to  the  presence  of  other  Thomas  Hoggards  in  Bertie  County  during  that  time,  it  is 
difficult  to  separate  the  activities  of  each  individual.  It  is  known  that  Thomas  became  pastor  of 
Ross,  Capehart's,  and  Connaritsa  Churches.  At  one  time,  Thomas  pastored  those  three  churches 
simultaneously.  Little  is  known  of  the  location  of  his  home,  or  the  members  of  his  family. 

THE  YEAR  OF  1840:  During  the  year  of  1840,  all  absentees  were  required  to  give  an  excuse. 
The  roll  was  called  each  meeting  and  absentees  were  "noted." 

February  1 840:  Lucy  White  was  charged  with  disorder  and  was  excommunicated  (cut  off  from 
the  church).  The  church  agreed  to  invite  Elder  Henry  White  to  "visit  us,  and  be  with  us."  This 
was  probably  an  invitation  for  Henry  to  move  his  membership  back  to  Ross  Church.  At  that  time, 
he  was  a  member  at  Holly  Grove  Church,  and  a  frequent  speaker  at  Capehart's  Church. 

March  1840,  Saturday  meeting:  John  Todd,  Chamey  Cale,  Jonathan  Mizelle,  and  Moses  L. 
Mizelle  were  appointed  delegates  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  association.  Olive  Harrell  was  re- 
ceived for  baptism.  The  following  is  quoted  from  the  minutes:  "Beliving  (believing)  that  the 
Lord  has  bestode  (bestowed)  some  ministeral  (ministerial)  gifts  upon  our  brother,  Moses  L. 
Mizelle,  on  motion,  agreed  that  he  have  the  priveledge  (privilege)  to  exercise  the  same.  On  mo- 
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tion,  agreed  that  Brother  Thomas  Hoggard  write  the  license."  Moses  L.  Mizelle  was  later  or- 
dained as  a  "Minister  of  the  Gospel." 

April  1840:  Moses  L.  Mizelle  resigned  as  church  clerk.  John  Todd  and  William  Mitchell  were 
elected  to  serve  as  deacons.  Aquilla  Oxley  was  appointed  to  serve  as  church  clerk.  Aaron 
Mizelle  was  appointed  to  serve  as  treasurer.  It  was  agreed  that  the  treasurer  "be  not  at  liberty  to 
pay  out  money  without  orders  from  conference."  The  treasurer  was  instructed  to  pay  (?)  Myers 
one-dollar  for  "keeping  the  house." 

July  1840:  Garvin  Mitchell  was  received  for  baptism. 

August  1840,  Friday  meeting:  John  Todd  and  William  Mitchell  were  ordained  as  deacons. 
Starkey  Byrum  and  Thomas  Mizelle  were  granted  letters  of  dismissal.  Hannah,  the  property  of 
Matthew  Morris  was  received  as  a  member.  Sydney  Todd  was  received  for  baptism. 

The  August  1840  meetings  were  "protracted"  (extended)  for  several  days.  The  clerk  reported 
"many  people"  in  attendance.  During  the  meetings,  the  following  were  received  for  baptism: 
Whitmel  Hughes,  Charles  Hughes,  Jonathan  White,  William  Phelps,  George  Harrison,  Matthew 
Mizelle,  William  Mizelle,  Meredith  White,  George  Mitchell,  William  White,  Dossey  Morris, 
Isaiah  Pugh,  Alfred  Coefield,  John  Hughes,  William  Boswell,  Ruffin  White,  Josiah  Pugh,  Earcel 
White,  Martha  Mizelle,  Mary  Mizelle,  Mary  White,  Elizabeth  Morris,  Elizabeth  Mizelle,  Deliah 
White,  Mary  Dunlow,  Elizabeth  Baker,  Priscilla  Todd,  Harriet  Morris,  William  Williams,  Martha 
Evans,  Mary  Bryant,  Margaret  Thomas,  Elizabeth  Wilson,  Levina  Harrell,  Esther  Perry,  and 
Hendy,  the  property  of  Matthew  Morris.  Christian  Harrison  and  Penelope  Mitchell  were  restored 
to  fellowship.  According  to  the  clerk.  Thirty-seven  people  were  baptized  after  the  services  ended. 

September  1840:  On  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Lord's  day,  additional  candidates  were  received 
for  baptism:  Mary  Castellow,  Mary  White,  Martha  R.  Hoggard,  Sophia  White,  Ernestine  Hog- 
gard, Blunt  Freeman,  Alonzo  Britt,  Thomas  White,  James  Cillipher,  Starkey  White,  Abigail  John- 
son, Mecham  Bryant,  Leon  Butler,  Thomas  Carter;  Jacob,  the  property  of  G.B.Morris;  Sarah,  the 
property  of  William  Cowan;  Mary,  the  property  of  Morton  White;  and  Nancy,  the  property  of 
Josiah  Bond.  On  Sunday,  the  church  met  at  the  "water"  for  the  baptismal  service  and  received 
Martha  Harrell  and  Mary  Hawkins  for  baptism.  Received  by  letter:  Rountree,  the  property  of 
Augustus  Holly. 

October  1840:  Received  into  membership  were  David  Todd;  Mary,  the  property  of  Moses 
Mizelle;  Hester  and  Moses,  the  property  of  William  Cowan;  and  Moth,  the  property  of  Hardy 
Todd. 

November  1 840:  During  the  Saturday  meeting,  Janitt  (could  be  Janet,  or  Jeanette)  Baker,  Starkey 
Evans,  and  George,  the  property  of  Ross  Williford  were  received  into  membership.  William 
Williams  was  granted  a  letter  of  dismissal. 

December  1 840:  On  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday,  Alfred  Coefield  requested  letters  of  dis- 
missal for  himself  and  wife. 

During  the  year  of  1 840,  William  W.  Pearce,  Henry  White,  James  Ross,  and  Moses  L.  Mizelle 
assisted  Elder  Thomas  Hoggard  in  the  pulpit. 

THE  YEAR  OF  1841:  January  meeting,  Saturday  service:  Jacob,  the  property  of  Grover  Morris 
was  charged  with  disorderly  conduct  and  excluded  from  membership.  William  Mitchell,  Moses 
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Mizelle,  and  Aaron  Mizelle  were  appointed  to  attend  the  Bertie  Union  Meeting.  The  meeting  was 
scheduled  to  be  held  at  Cashie  Meeting  House  on  the  fifth  Sunday  in  April. 

March  1841:  Aquilla  Castellow  was  excluded  from  membership.  David  White  had  previously 
charged  Aquilla  with  disorderly  conduct.  John  Todd,  William  Mitchell,  John  Hoggard,  Matthew 
Morris,  and  Aquilla  Oxley  had  investigated  the  case  and  reported. 

April  1841:  The  case  of  Aquilla  Castellow  was  reconsidered.  The  church  decided  to  discuss  the 
case  again  during  the  next  conference. 

May  1841,  Saturday  meeting:  After  discussing  the  case  of  Aquilla  Castellow  again,  he  was  ex- 
cluded from  fellowship.  So  were  David  White,  Judith  White,  and  Christian  White. 

October  1841:  During  the  Saturday  meeting,  the  church  received  Temperance  Castellow,  Eliza- 
beth Mizelle,  Sarah  Mizelle,  Sewell  Todd,  and  William  White  into  membership. 

December  1841:  Christian  White  and  Aquilla  Castellow  were  restored  to  fellowship.  Mary 
White  was  excluded  from  fellowship  for  misconduct. 

Moses  L.  Mizelle,  Henry  White,  and  James  Ross  assisted  Thomas  Hoggard,  the  pastor,  with  the 
preaching  during  the  year  of  1 84 1 . 

THE  YEAR  OF  1 842:  During  the  January  meeting,  Rathamine,  the  property  of  Moses  L.  Mizelle 
was  received  as  a  member. 

February  1842,  Saturday  meeting:  It  was  "ordered"  that  Henry  White  be  provided  a  permit  to 
preach  throughout  the  association. 

March  1842:  James  Ross,  Joseph  Mizelle,  and  Matthew  Morris  were  appointed  to  attend  the  next 
meeting  of  the  association. 

May  1842:  Celia,  the  property  of  George  Outlaw  was  received  into  membership.  Olive  Harrell 
was  excluded  from  membership  for  misconduct. 

June  1 842:  Elizabeth  Wilson  was  charged  with  "disorder"  and  excluded. 

July  1842:  During  the  Saturday  meeting,  Frances  White  was  received  for  baptism.  When  the 
church  met  at  the  "water"  on  Sunday  for  baptism,  John  White  was  received  and  baptized. 

August  1842,  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday:  Brother  N  (?).  Bryant  was  charged  with  "disor- 
der" and  excluded  from  fellowship. 

September  1842:  On  Saturday,  the  church  received  "Noah  of  color,"  also  "Mier,  a  woman  of 
color,"  both  the  property  of  Augustus  Holley.  Tom,  the  property  of  Henry  Mizelle  was  restored 
to  fellowship.  Mary  Harrell  and  Harriet  Harrell  were  granted  letters  of  dismissal.  Moses  Mizell, 
William  Mitchell,  and  John  Todd  were  appointed  delegates  to  the  meeting  of  the  Bertie  Union. 

October  1 842:  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Lord's  day,  retired  Elder  James  Ross  preached  a  "pow- 
erful" sermon,  and  the  "power  attended  the  word."  Those  received  for  membership  were  Sarah 
Freeman,  Martha  Freeman,  Frances  Phelps,  Elizabeth  White,  Sarah  Cale,  Penelope  Cale,  Nancy 
White,  Martha  Baker,  Frussy  Todd,  Nancy  Thomas,  Frances  White,  Temperance  White,  Frances 
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Mitchell,  Margaret  Hughes,  Penelope  Bryant,  Elizabeth  Mitchell,  Mary  Mizelle,  Martha  White, 
Elizabeth  Phelps,  Martha  Todd,  Elizabeth  Castellow,  Frances  Butler,  Winifred  Thomas,  Jane 
Castellow,  Moses  Todd,  Simon  Hughes,  Ludy  Todd,  George  Hoggard,  Joseph  White,  John  Todd, 
Thomas  Croft,  William  Castellow,  William  Mizelle,  Lorenzo  White,  Lorenzo  Butler,  Lewis  Car- 
ter, Isaac  Pearce,  and  Henry  Hughes.  On  Sunday,  George  Morris  was  received.  Also,  Silvey,  the 
property  of  John  White  was  received.  Winifred  Pritchard  was  restored  to  Fellowship. 

November  1842:  Followed  by  the  preaching  of  Henry  White  on  Saturday,  Winifred  Bryant,  Mary 
White,  Penelope  Hoggard,  Mary  Hoggard,  Elizabeth  White,  Frances  Hughes,  Sarah  Allen,  Liston 
Johnson,  Jackson  Morris,  Bryant  White,  and  Wilson  Butler  were  received  into  membership.  John 
Freeman  was  excluded  for  "disorder." 

Elder  James  Ross,  Elder  Henry  White,  Moses  L.  Mizelle,  and  Elder  Thomas  Hoggard  performed 
the  preaching  during  1 842. 

THE  YEAR  OF  1843:  On  the  fourth  Lord's  Day  in  February,  Abram,  the  property  of  A.  Mebane 
was  received  for  baptism. 

March  1843,  Saturday  meeting:  Cennie  White  was  restored  to  fellowship.  Delegates  to  the  next 
meeting  of  the  association  were  appointed  as  follows:  Moses  L.  Mizelle,  William  Mitchell,  John 
Todd,  and  Matthew  Morris.  The  conference  "ordered"  that  Moses  L.  Mizelle  be  examined  for  or- 
dination as  a  "Minister  of  the  Gospel"  by  the  Chowan  Association. 

April  1843,  Saturday  meeting:  From  the  minutes:  "No  reference  (business)  called  for,  oing 
(owing-due  to)  the  abstant  (absent)  brothers  being  imploid  (employed)  in  fhishen  (fishing)."  This 
was  the  busy  season  with  the  herring  fisheries  on  Chowan  River.  Thousands  of  herrings  were 
caught  each  year  with  large  seines  that  required  enormous  manpower.  Many  members  from  the 
church  could  have  been  involved  in  this  seasonal  event. 

May  1843:  Moses  L.  Mizelle  preached  on  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday.  Jane,  Eli,  and 
Nazer,  each  the  property  of  M.  Hoggard  were  received  for  baptism.  Bob,  the  property  of  James 
Cobb  was  received.  The  treasurer  was  ordered  to  pay  Judith  Mizelle  $6.50  for  "keeping  the 
house  in  order  for  the  years  1841  and  1842."  The  church  was  two  years  behind  in  paying  the 
custodian  her  salary  of  $3.25  a  year.  On  Sunday  morning.  Bob,  the  property  of  A.  Mebane,  and 
Carter,  the  property  of  Chamey  Cale  were  received  for  baptism. 

June  1843:  During  the  Saturday  meeting,  Moses  L.  Mizelle  was  ordained  as  a  "Religious  Or- 
dained Minister  of  the  Gospel."  Elder  James  Ross  and  Elder  John  Nowell  conducted  the  service. 
Moses  continued  to  serve  Ross  Church  actively  and  faithfully,  and  was  a  frequent  speaker  in 
neighboring  churches.  He  lived  about  two  miles  south  of  the  church  on  his  farm,  where  he  would 
later  be  buried.  When  James  Ross  died  in  1853,  Moses  received  all  of  James'  books.  James  di- 
rected it  to  be  so  when  he  wrote  his  Last  Will  and  Testament.  It  is  believed  that  there  was  a  close 
friendship  between  them.  After  the  service  on  Sunday,  Hannah,  the  property  of  James  Cobb  was 
received  for  baptism. 

July  1843,  Saturday  meeting:  Clara  Myers  was  suspended  from  membership  for  misconduct. 
George  Harrison  and  Penelope  Hughes  were  charged  with  "disorder"  and  excluded  from  member- 
ship. George  and  Penelope  eventually  married  and  had  several  children.  During  the  Civil  War 
when  they  were  expecting  another  child,  George  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  Army  as  a  substitute 
(served  for  another  person)  at  the  age  of  forty-three.  He  was  shipped  to  Hanover  Junction,  Vir- 
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ginia  where  he  later  died  of  "the  fever."  George's  youngest  child,  a  girl,  never  saw  her  father. 
The  Civil  War  produced  many  sad  stories. 

During  the  Saturday  meeting  in  July,  Elder  Henry  White  was  suspended  from  preaching  for 
twelve  months.  Henry's  old  drinking  problem  had  returned,  and  would  return  again.  The  church 
minutes  specifically  state  that  Henry  was  suspended  from  preaching  for  twelve  months.  But 
Henry  White  would  preach  the  next  day,  and  during  the  following  months  in  Ross  Church.  On 
the  following  day,  Sunday,  the  church  met  at  the  "water"  to  baptize  Daniel,  the  property  of 
Augustus  Holley.  After  the  services  at  the  water,  the  membership  returned  to  the  meetinghouse 
where  Elder  Henry  White  and  Elder  Thomas  Hoggard  conducted  the  worship  services. 

August  1843:  From  the  minutes:  "Saturday  before  the  fourth  Lord's  day  in  August.  The  divine 
service  of  the  day  was  by  Brother  Thomas  Hoggard.  After  preaching,  in  conference,  a  door  was 
opened  for  the  reception  of  new  members.  Received  a  niger  (*)  (Negro)  girl.  Harvest,  the  prop- 
erty of  William  Mizelle,  and  Sudy,  the  property  of  Moses  Mizelle.  Calvin,  the  property  of  M. 
Hoggard  was  restored  to  fellowship.  Calvin  had  been  investigated  by  John  White,  Chamey  Cale, 
Aquilla  Oxley,  and  had  been  cleared  of  misconduct  charges. 

(*)  The  clerk  during  the  mid  1840s  was  the  only  clerk  ever  to  refer  to  a  slave  as  a  "nigger." 
Throughout  this  seventy  years  of  minutes,  other  clerks  identified  slaves  with  much  respect. 

During  the  same  meeting  mentioned  above,  the  church  appointed  a  special  committee.  It  is  re- 
corded in  the  minutes  as  follows:  "On  motion,  ordered  by  the  church  that  there  be  a  standing 
committee  in  the  church  to  settle  all  cases  of  disorder,  if  can  be  done,  without  being  carried  be- 
fore the  church.  Brothers  Matthew  Morris,  Kader  White,  Chamey  Cale,  Joseph  L.  Mizelle,  John 
Hughes,  John  White,  William  Mizelle,  Starkey  Mizelle,  George  Mitchell,  and  Little-John  Mizelle 
to  be  the  committee."  It  is  not  known  if  the  committee  disposed  of  any  cases  outside  of  confer- 
ence, or  how  effective  it  was.  Many  cases  of  disorder  continued  to  fill  the  conference  meetings. 

September  1843:  Elisha  Mitchell  and  wife  requested  letters  of  dismissal  "to  move  to  the  West- 
land."  The  request  was  granted. 

October  1843,  Saturday  meeting:  William  Mizelle  and  Thomas  Mizelle  were  received  for  bap- 
tism. They  were  baptized  the  following  day.  Allen  Butler  was  suspended  from  membership. 
Charges  had  been  pending  against  Allen  for  several  months.  It  was  "ordered"  that  a  list  of  all  ab- 
sentees be  provided  for  the  next  conference. 

Decenber  1843:  The  suspension  against  Elder  Henry  White  was  lifted.  According  to  the  min- 
utes, "he  was  restored  back  to  his  office  of  exercise  as  heretofore  ordered." 

THE  YEAR  OF  1844:  The  deacons  met  for  a  special  meeting  on  the  firth  Sunday  in  January. 
They  agreed  on  a  budget  of  $30.00  for  the  year  of  1844.  They  reduced  the  pastor's  salary  to 
$30.00  a  year;  then  agreed  to  call  Elder  Thomas  Hoggard  as  pastor  for  another  term.  An  offer 
was  accepted  from  Henry  White,  Johnson  White,  Matthew  Morris,  Garvin  Mitchell,  and  Jonathan 
Mizelle  to  "keep  the  house"  for  a  year  at  no  charge.  The  deacons  ordered  that  John  Todd  be  paid 
$3.00  for  furnishing  elements  for  the  Lord's  Supper. 

On  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday  in  January,  a  slave  girl,  Girt,  was  granted  a  letter  of  dis- 
missal. A  committee  was  appointed  to  contact  absentees  and  report  later.  Aquilla  Oxley,  Wil- 
liam R.  Mizelle,  Starkey  Mizelle,  and  Chamey  Cale  served  on  the  absentee  committee. 
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February  1844,  Saturday  meeting:  Ludy  Hughes  was  charged  with  "disorder"  and  suspended 
from  membership. 

March  1844:  Henry  White,  Aaron  S.  Mizelle,  and  Moses  L.  Mizelle  were  appointed  to  attend  the 
next  meeting  of  the  association.  Agreed  to  send  $2.00  to  the  fund.  Letters  of  dismissal  were 
granted  to  Margaret  Miller  and  Margaret  Hughes. 

May  1844:  During  the  Saturday  meeting.  Minor,  the  property  of  Harriet  Hoggard  was  received 
for  baptism.  Penelope  Hoggard  was  restored  to  fellowship.  John  White,  John  Todd,  and  William 
Mitchell  were  appointed  to  attend  the  Bertie  Union  Meeting.  According  to  the  minutes,  many 
people  attended  the  Sunday  meeting. 

June  1844:  On  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday,  Rebecca  White  and  Nancy  Butler  were  re- 
ceived as  candidates  for  baptism. 

July  1844:  Two  were  received  into  membership:  Lydia  Bass,  and  Alfred,  the  property  of  the 
Turner  Carter  Estate.  An  amendment  was  made  to  the  Church  Constitution.  The  amendment  di- 
rected that  "all  queries  (inquiries  and  requests)  hereinafter  presented  shall  have  the  petitioners 
name  to  it,  and  be  read  three  times  before  being  received." 

August  1 844:  Friday  meeting:  A  quotation  from  the  minutes:  "It  was  ordered  that  an  amend- 
ment be  maid  (made)  to  the  constion  (constitution)  of  the  church  that  all  members  belonging  to 
said  church,  if  any  of  them  fail  to  commune  (*)  when  present,  the  saim  (same)  is  in  disorder 
without  sum  (some)  good  excuse  that  the  church  will  hear  (accept). 

(*)  The  word  "commune"  is  used  in  reference  to  participating  in  the  Lord's  Supper.  The  church 
required  each  member  present  to  participate  in  this  ordinance.  According  to  the  minutes,  the 
Lord's  Supper  was  observed  every  two  to  three  months. 

During  the  Saturday  meeting  on  the  fourth  Sunday  in  August,  Charles  Hughes  was  granted  a  let- 
ter of  dismissal. 

September  1 844:  Alonzo  Britt  and  his  wife,  Delsie  Britt  were  granted  letters  of  dismissal. 

October  1844,  Saturday  meeting:  James  CuUipher  was  excused  for  his  long  absence.  Mary,  the 
property  of  Morton  White  was  excluded  from  membership.  Garvin  Mitchell  and  Morton  White 
had  investigated  Mary.  Letters  of  dismissal  were  granted  to  Bamaby  Hughes  and  his  wife,  Daisy 
Hughes,  also,  Dossie  Morris  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth  Morris. 

THE  YEAR  OF  1845:  The  deacons  met  on  Thursday  before  the  third  Sunday  in  January.  The 
purpose  for  the  meeting  was  to  organize  for  the  year  of  1 845.  During  the  meeting  it  was  ordered 
that  William  Mitchell  be  refunded  $3.00  that  he  had  paid  out  for  the  church.  Moses  Mizelle  was 
paid  fifty-cents.  It  was  agreed  that  the  church  hold  two  fund  raisings,  one  to  support  the  church, 
and  one  to  support  the  gospel.  On  Saturday,  David  Todd  was  granted  a  letter  of  dismissal. 

April  1845,  Saturday  meeting:  Delegates  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  Chowan  Association  were 
appointed  as  follows:  Moses  L.  Mizelle,  Henry  White,  and  Johnson  White. 

May  1845:  On  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday,  the  conference  ordered  that  Joseph  A.  Mizelle 
and  his  wife  Sally;  Hardy  Todd  and  his  wife,  and  Frances  Phelps  be  granted  letters  of  dismissal. 
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The  Sunday  meeting  was  "a  good  meeting.  Came  together  around  the  Lord's  table  duly  adminis- 
tered by  Elders  Hoggard  and  White." 

June  1845:  On  Saturday,  the  church  received  Nellie  Mitchell  by  letter.  Sewell  Todd  was  ex- 
cluded from  membership  for  "misconduct."  Chamey  Cale  charged  himself  with  intoxication. 
Chamey  was  excused.  Elder  Henry  White  (*)  was  excused  for  "being  drunk,"  but  was  suspended 
from  preaching  for  the  next  twelve  months,  and  was  "ordered"  not  to  drink  any  "spirits"  during 
that  time.  He  started  preaching  at  Ross  Church  two  months  later. 

(*)  At  the  time  Henry  White  was  suspended  from  preaching  at  Ross  Church  for  being  drunk,  he 
was  the  pastor  of  Capehart's  Church,  but  his  membership  was  at  Holly  Grove.  Henry  moved  his 
letter  from  Ross  Church  to  Holly  Grove  July  1836.  In  July  1840,  Henry  was  invited  by  Ross 
Church  to  "come  be  with  us"  again.  He  accepted  the  invitation  and  began  to  preach  and  serve  on 
committees  again,  but  did  not  move  his  letter  back  to  Ross  Church.  It  is  possible  that  Henry  was 
serving  three  churches  in  some  capacity  simultaneously,  which  was  not  unusual  during  that  pe- 
riod of  time.  Capehart's  Church  called  Henry  to  its  pastorate  in  March  1843.  He  accepted  an  an- 
nual salary  of  $10.00,  which  was  increased  to  $25.00  by  1850.  Henry  moved  his  letter  from 
Holly  Grove  to  Capehart's  April  1848,  and  continued  to  serve  as  pastor  until  1853.  While  he 
served  as  pastor  of  Capeharf  s  Church,  he  continued  to  be  active  in  Ross  Church. 

July  1845:  Prince,  the  property  of  Augustus  Holley  was  received  for  baptism.  On  the  following 
day  (Sunday),  Lunza,  the  property  of  William  White  was  received  during  the  baptismal  service 
for  Prince.  Prince  and  Lunza  were  baptized  together. 

August  1845:  On  Saturday,  Martha  Mizelle  was  restored  to  fellowship  after  an  absence. 

October  1845:  Alonzo  Britt  was  excused  for  his  long  absence.  During  that  period  of  time  the 
church  roll  was  called  each  month.  Absentee  males  were  required  to  give  an  excuse  each  month 
and  absentee  females  every  three  months.  The  remainder  of  1845  was  without  incident. 

THE  YEAR  OF  1846:  During  the  month  of  March,  Kader  White,  Starkey  Mizelle,  and  Little- 
John  Mizelle  were  elected  to  serve  as  deacons.  They  were  ordained  on  the  fourth  Sunday  in  May. 
Moses  Mizelle,  William  Mitchell,  Starkey  Mizelle,  and  Matthew  Morris  were  appointed  delegates 
to  the  meeting  of  the  association.  John  Todd  and  his  family  were  granted  letters  of  dismissal. 

May  1 846,  Saturday  meeting:  James  and  Margaret  Carter  were  granted  letters  of  dismissal. 

June  1846:  On  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday,  the  church  met  in  conference  to  discuss  the 
problem  created  by  members  moving  to  the  "Westland."  Some  of  those  members  did  not  request 
church  letters  to  take  with  them,  and  ceased  to  communicate  with  the  church.  The  policy  estab- 
lished by  the  church  on  that  day  is  copied  from  the  minutes  as  follows:  "Ordered,  that  any 
brother  or  sister  hereafter  leve  (leave)  the  church  twelve  months  without  righting  (writing)  to  the 
church,  the  same  will  be  excluded  from  membership."  After  establishing  this  policy,  Thomas 
White,  William  White,  Ledicey  White,  and  Elizabeth  Phelps  were  excluded.  More  exclusions 
would  follow.  During  the  meeting,  Aquilla  Castellow  was  charged  with  disorderly  conduct  for 
"taking  a  note  of  hand  (?)"  from  Penelope  Hoggard.  Aquilla  was  excluded  from  membership. 

July  1 846:  On  Saturday,  after  the  absentees  had  been  excused.  Tempest  Castellow  was  granted  a 
letter  of  dismissal.  During  this  meeting,  the  church  established  a  committee  comprised  of  slave 
members,  which  was  approved  by  the  membership.  The  decision  made  by  the  church  was  re- 
corded in  the  minutes  as  follows:  "Ordered,  that  thare  (there)  be  two  of  our  black  brothers  ap- 
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pointed  to  watch  over  the  conduct  of  thar  (their)  one  culer  (color),  as  to  thar  (their)  Christian 
faith,  and  so  forth."  At  this  time  the  church  was  reaching  its  peak  in  slave  membership.  The  two 
slaves  appointed  to  serve  on  the  committee  were  Phillip,  the  property  of  Moses  L.  Mizelle,  and 
Rountree,  the  property  of  Augustus  Holley.  They  were  the  first,  and  probably  the  only  slaves  to 
become  officers  of  Ross  Chuch.  We  wonder  if  the  responsibilities  of  the  committee  included  re- 
ports of  any  abuse  inflicted  upon  the  slaves  by  the  owners.  Later,  the  names  of  Phillip  and  Roun- 
tree would  be  known  as  "Phillip  Mizelle"  and  "Rountree  Holley."  It  is  not  known  how  effective 
they  were  as  a  committee. 

August  1 846,  Friday  business  meeting:  James  Cullipher  and  Levi  Butler  requested  letters  of  dis- 
missal. The  letters  were  granted. 

September  1846:  When  the  membership  met  on  the  fourth  Sunday,  they  agreed  to  "protract"  the 
worship  services  through  the  first  Sunday  in  October.  The  clerk  recorded  the  decision  as  follows: 
"The  brethren  agreed  to  protract  (extend)  the  meeting.  We  met  from  day  to  day  duren  (during) 
the  weak  (week),  and  have  praid  (prayed)  umsty  (earnestly)  that  God  wold  (would)  convert  siners 
(sinners).  We  believe  that  He  has  beam  (heard)  our  praer  (prayer),  for  we  have  sean  (seen)  and 
beam  (heard)  many  crying,  'Lord  save,  or  I  perish.'  "  At  the  conclusion  of  the  services,  fifty-two 
requested  membership  through  baptism.  Several  others  were  restored  to  fellowship.  The  clerk  re- 
corded the  names  as  follows:  Stephen  Brown,  Liza  Mizelle,  Benjamin  Pugh,  John  White's  son, 
George  Mitchell,  Jarvis  Wilson,  John  Mitchell.  William  J.  Jemigan,  Josiah  Mizelle,  John  John- 
son, Charles  Mizelle,  William  Mitchell,  Jr.,  William  J.  Mizelle,  Joseph  White,  Timothy  Hoggard, 
Nellie  Hoggard,  David  Hoggard,  Jonathan  Williford.  Joseph  L.  Mizelle,  and  Nancy  Mizelle. 

Also,  Mary  Hughes,  Sally  Hughes,  Fanny  Castellow,  Drucilla  Castellow,  Pemecy  Todd,  Liza 
Cowan,  Sally  Carter,  Apple  Johnson,  Margaret  Johnson,  Margaret  Mizelle,  Martha  Mizelle,  M.S. 
Mizelle,  Christian  Mizelle,  Harriet  White,  Millie  Hoggard,  Sally  White,  Nancy  Mizelle,  Drucilla 
Cale,  Mary  C.  Mizelle,  Elizabeth  Oxley,  Mariah  White,  Pemecy  Morris,  Rebecca  Mizelle,  Mar- 
garet Pugh,  Elizabeth  Powell,  Elander  Mitchell,  Nancy  Mitchell,  Martha  Mizelle,  Mary  Myers, 
Bashy  Perry,  Elizabeth  Jemigan,  Sally  Hughes;  Violet,  the  property  of  William  White;  Nancy,  the 
property  of  the  George  Outlaw  Estate,  and  Delia,  the  property  of  William  J.  Mitchell.  Several 
people  on  this  list  had  been  baptized  previously.  The  pastor.  Elder  Thomas  Hoggard  baptized 
fifty-two  "souls  on  Monday  after  the  first  Lord's  day  in  October." 

Restored  to  fellowship  during  the  protracted  meetings:  Judith  White,  William  Todd,  William 
Boswell,  Nathaniel  Jemigan;  Nancy,  the  property  of  Penelope  Hoggard;  Jacob,  the  property  of 
Jarvis  B.  Morris;  and  Sam,  the  property  of  Sarah  Jemigan.  Elder  Thomas  Hoggard,  Elder  Moses 
L.  Mizelle,  and  Elder  Henry  White  conducted  the  services.  According  to  the  clerk  "several  breth- 
ren sinners  adjoumed  the  meetings  with  prayer." 

October  1 846:  During  the  Saturday  meeting,  William  Freeman,  Augustus  Corbet,  Edith  Perry, 
Martha  Perry,  Coleen  Mizelle,  Mary  Hughes,  Rachel  Hughes,  Frances  Bryant,  and  Martha 
Hughes  were  received  for  baptism.  Winifred  Pritchard  was  granted  a  letter  of  dismissal.  The 
"brethren"  agreed  to  extend  the  meetings  through  Tuesday.  On  Tuesday  morning  the  church  met 
at  the  "water"  (Cucklemaker  Creek)  for  baptismal  services.  During  the  services,  Clara,  the  prop- 
erty of  Louis  Bond  came  and  was  baptized  with  ten  others, 

November  1846,  Saturday  meeting:  The  membership  was  informed  of  the  death  of  Penelope 
Lassiter.  She  died  October  26,  1846.  Issac  Pugh  was  restored  to  "favor."  He  had  been  charged 
with  intoxication.  Ludy,  the  property  of  Judith  Mizelle  was  charged  with  "improper  conduct"  and 
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was  excluded  from  membership.  Albert,  the  property  of  Augustus  Holley  requested  a  letter  of 
dismissal:  It  was  granted. 

December  1846:  The  deacons  met  on  Thursday  before  the  fouith  Lord's  day  to  organize  for  the 
year  of  1 847.  They  approved  an  annual  salary  of  $36.00  for  the  pastor.  Agreed  to  pay  William 
Mitchell  $3.00  for  "furnishing  the  Lord's  table"  the  previous  year.  Heard  a  report  from  the  treas- 
urer who  reported  a  balance  of  $1.48.  Agreed  that  Sarah  Jemigan  "keep  the  house  the  coming 
year."  During  the  Saturday  meeting,  Hampton  White  was  received  into  membership  by  letter. 

THE  YEAR  OF  1847:  During  January  services,  John  White,  Jr.  charged  himself  with  Intoxica- 
tion. He  was  tried  and  forgiven. 

February  1847:  "Brother"  West  Leary  conducted  the  Sunday  services.  West  Leary  was  licensed 
to  preach  and  ordained  by  Capehart's  Church  where  he  was  a  member  at  that  time.  He  became 
pastor  of  Ross  Church  in  1878.  Sister  Christian  White  died  February  14,  1847. 

March  1 847,  Saturday  meeting:  Simon  Hughes  and  Nancy  Hughes  were  charged  with  "disorder" 
and  were  excluded  from  membership.  Henry  White,  William  Mitchell,  Hampton  White,  and 
Moses  L.  Mizelle  were  appointed  delegates  to  the  meeting  of  the  Chowan  Association.  Stephen 
Brown  was  granted  a  letter  of  dismissal. 

April  1847:  Jesse  White  died  in  April  1847. 

May  1847:  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Lord's  day,  Nancy  White,  Mary  White,  and  Eifiily  Holder 
were  received  for  baptism.  Received  by  letter:  James  Boswell  and  Caroline  Carter.  Aquilla  Ox- 
ley  charged  himself  with  "improper  conduct."  He  was  "tried  and  excluded  from  the  church."  On 
Friday  before  the  fifth  Sunday  in  May,  delegates  to  the  Bertie  Union  met  at  Ross  Church.  West 
Leary  was  the  speaker  for  the  Union  meeting.  After  the  meeting,  speakers  Henry  White,  Stephen 
Bazemore,  West  Leary,  and  John  Nowell  occupied  the  pulpit  the  remainder  of  the  day.  The 
church  met  at  the  "water"  the  next  day  (fifth  Sunday)  to  baptize  the  candidates.  During  the 
meeting,  Pilar,  the  property  of  Penelope  Hoggard  "came  forward"  and  was  baptized. 

June  1847:  During  the  Saturday  meeting,  John  White  was  elected  to  serve  as  clerk  and  Albert 
Morris  as  assistant. 

August  1 847,  Friday  meeting:  The  treasurer  for  the  pastor's  fund  gave  a  report.  He  reported  that 
he  paid  the  pastor  (Thomas  Hoggard)  $31.45  for  the  year  of  1846,  leaving  a  balance  of  $0.00. 
Received  by  letter  during  the  Saturday  meeting,  Ira  Odom.  Mary,  the  property  of  Morton  White 
was  received  for  baptism.  Emily  Holloman  and  Harriet  Hoggard  were  granted  letters  of  dis- 
missal. 

September  1847:  On  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Lord's  day,  Bob,  the  property  of  the  A.  Mebane 
Estate  was  restored  to  favor  after  having  been  charged  with  disorder.  Roansy  White  was  restored 
to  fellowship  after  being  investigated  by  Kader  White,  Chamey  Cale,  Johnson  White,  and  Na- 
thaniel Jemigan  for  improper  conduct.  Henry  White  v/as  charged  with  intoxication  and  excluded 
from  the  church.  King  White  and  his  wife  were  granted  letters  of  dismissal.  On  Sunday,  the 
"brethren  decided  to  extend  the  services.  Following  is  the  clerk's  report:  "The  brethren  agreed  to 
protract  the  meeting.  We  met  from  day-to-day  duren  (during)  the  weak  (week).  Many  had  cause 
to  cry  out  'men  and  brethren,  what  shall  I  do  to  be  saved?'  We  have  cause  to  rejoice  in  the  salva- 
tion of  many,  yet  sinners  are  crying  to  the  Lord  to  save  or  1  perish.  We  pray  to  God  that  this 
meeting  will  be  long  remembered,  and  never  forgotten." 
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The  meetings  were  extended  until  the  following  Satuday,  during  which  time  fifly-two  were  re- 
ceived for  baptism  as  follows:  Millie  Butler,  Judith  Butler,  Sally  Wilson,  Celia  Wilson,  Priscilla 
White,  Janet  Pugh,  Nancy  Perry,  Mary  Williams,  Sally  Hoggard,  Ludy  Cale,  Jacqueline  Oxley, 
Frances  Mizelle,  Harriet  Williford,  Emiline  Mizelle,  Elizabeth  J.  Mizelle,  Margaret  Jackson,  Zil- 
pha  Todd,  Nancy  Butler,  Sally  Butler,  Pemecy  Hughes,  Elizabeth  Hoggard,  Levania  Perry,  Mary 
Perry,  Catherine  Bryant,  Sally  Champion,  Sally  Mizelle,  William  Jones,  Hymeric  Perry,  John 
Lassiter,  Nancy  Britt,  Joshua  Raynor,  James  White,  Reuben  Harrison,  Henry  B.  Wilson,  Eli  Mor- 
ris, James  Wilson,  John  Hoggard,  James  M.  Mizelle,  Thomas  Cale,  Eason  Cale,  Hunter  Newbem, 
Delk  Perry,  James  Perry,  John  Perry,  Zackery  Perry,  Joseph  White,  William  White;  Ben,  the 
property  of  William  White;  Martha,  the  property  of  Chamey  Cale;  Lizer,  the  property  of  Augus- 
tus Holley;  Tom  and  Hosta,  the  property  of  Catherine  Cobb.  Restored  to  fellowship:  Penelope 
Harrison  and  Mandy  Oxley.  The  candidates  were  "buried  in  baptism."  on  the  first  Sunday  in 
October. 

October  1 847:  On  Friday  before  fourth  Lord's  day,  Winifred  Dunlow  and  Liza  Dunlow  were  re- 
ceived for  baptism.  Received  for  baptism  during  the  Saturday  meeting  were  Sally  Butler,  Frances 
Myers,  Harriet  Cullipher,  Celia  Huff,  CuUen  Askew,  Joseph  Perry,  Jonathan  Evans,  George 
Myers,  Joseph  Huff,  Henry  H.  White,  Aquilla  Todd,  and  Mary,  the  property  of  Joseph  Huff. 
Jonathan  White  was  granted  a  letter  of  dismissal.  On  Sunday,  seventeen  were  baptized,  including 
Peter,  the  property  of  John  White;  and  Rachel,  the  property  of  Matthew  Morris. 

December  1 847:  On  Friday  before  the  fourth  Sunday,  the  deacons  met  to  organize  for  the  year  of 
1848.  They  agreed  to  call  Elder  Thomas  Hoggard  as  pastor,  and  to  pay  him  an  annual  salary  of 
$50.00.  They  agreed  to  pay  Sarah  Jemigan  $3.00  for  "keeping  the  house  clean  and  in  order." 
On  Saturday,  Joseph  Huff,  Celia  Huff,  and  Mary,  their  servant,  were  granted  letters  of  dismissal. 
All  other  services  were  canceled  due  to  cold  weather. 

1 847  was  a  good  year  for  Ross  Church.  Speakers  included  Thomas  Hoggard,  Henry  White,  West 
Leary,  John  Nowell,  David  Harrell,  Elisha  Battle,  John  N.  Hoggard,  Moses  L.  Mizelle,  and  Ste- 
phen Bazemore. 

THE  YEAR  OF  1848:  During  the  Saturday  meeting  of  January,  Chamey  Cale  was  excluded 
from  the  church  for  disorderly  conduct.  The  conference  ordered  that  William  Mitchell  be  paid 
$4.00  for  providing  elements  for  the  Lord's  Supper  during  1847.  Nathaniel  Jemigan  replaced 
Matthew  Morris  as  treasurer. 

February  1848:  The  out-going  treasurer,  Matthew  Morris,  submitted  a  report  on  the  previous 
year.  He  received  $42.57,  paid  out  $44.15.  Total  in  the  treasury,  minus  $1.58.  Frasier  Perry  was 
granted  a  letter  of  dismissal. 

March  1 848,  Saturday  meeting:  A  query  was  presented;  then  answered  as  follows:  "It  is  incon- 
sistent with  the  gospel  to  play  and  sing  play-songs,  and  such  like."  This  was  also  referred  to  as 
"merry-making."  William  Mitchell,  Matthew  Morris,  and  Ira  Odom  were  appointed  to  attend  the 
meeting  of  the  association,  and  deliver  $2.50  for  the  fund. 

April  1 848:  Eli  Morris  was  charged  with  intoxication.  He  was  tried  and  forgiven,  then  granted  a 
letter  of  dismissal. 

May  1848:  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday,  Harriet  Newbem  was  suspended  from  member- 
ship for  disorderly  conduct.  Hampton  White,  Kader  White,  and  Thomas  White  had  investigated 
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her.  Conference  ordered  that  William  Mitchell  be  paid  fifty-cents.  William  Todd  was  granted  a 
letter  of  dismissal.  The  membership  was  informed  that  Harriet  Butler  died  during  the  month  of 
January  1848.  Jacqueline  Oxley  died  in  March  1848. 

June  1848,  Saturday  meeting:  Rachel  Lassiter  was  received  by  letter.  Harriet  Cullipher  was  ex- 
cluded from  membership  for  improper  conduct.  Henry  Britt,  Starkey  Mizelle,  and  John  White 
had  investigated  her.  Issac  Pearce  and  Esther  Pearce  were  charged  with  fornication,  adultery,  and 
were  excluded  from  membership.  Conference  ordered  that  William  Mitchell  be  paid  thirty-seven 
cents  for  a  roll  book. 

August  1848,  Friday  meeting:  The  church  was  informed  that  Margaret  Williford,  Nancy 
MitcheH,  arKf  Penelope  Hoggard  had  died.  Sally  Butler  was  excluded  from  membership.  She  had 
been  charged  with  improper  conduct,  and  investigated  by  Kader  White,  George  Mitchell,  and 
Hampton  White.  William  Butler  was  restored  to  "favor."  William  had  been  charged  with  im- 
proper conduct,  and  investigated  by  William  Mitchell,  George  Mitchell,  and  Little-John  Mizelle, 
Jane,  the  property  of  the  Penelope  Hoggard  Estate,  was  charged  with  disorder  and  suspended. 
John  White,  George  Mitchell,  and  Levi  Hughes  were  appointed  to  "settle  a  difficulty  between 
some  brethren." 

September  1 848,  Saturday  meeting:  The  death  of  Sally  White  and  William  White  were  reported. 
Sally  died  September  15,  1848.  William  died  September  26,  1848.  The  "brethren"  agreed  to 
protract  (extend)  the  worship  services  until  the  following  Saturday.  At  the  conclusion  of  the 
meetings,  the  church  received  into  membership  Lewis  Bryant,  Nancy  Hoggard,  Joseph  Freeman, 
John  Dunlow,  George  Jemigan,  Matthew  Hughes,  Owen  McGovem,  Worley  Cowan,  Frances 
Hughes,  Elizabeth  Cale,  Carrie  Castellow,  Martha  Castellow,  Mary  Williford,  Judith  Mizelle,  Su- 
san Bryant,  and  Harriet,  the  property  of  Joseph  Freeman.  Johnson  Cowan  was  restored  to  fellow- 
ship. According  to  the  clerk,  on  Sunday,  "thirteen  were  buried  in  baptism,  in  the  Holy  Trinity." 

October  1848:  On  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday,  June  Butler,  Happy  Castellow,  Nancy 
Mizelle,  and  David  Pierce  were  received  for  baptism.  Six  candidates  were  baptized  on  Sunday. 

December  1848:  During  the  Saturday  meeting,  Thomas  Cale,  Lucy  Cale,  and  Elizabeth  Cale 
were  granted  letters  of  dismissal. 

Thomas  Hoggard,  Moses  L.  Mizelle,  Ira  Odom,  John  N.  Hoggard,  and  William  H.  Pearce.  con- 
ducted worship  services  during  1848.  John  N.  Hoggard  and  William  H.  Pearce  were  members  of 
Capehart's  Church  during  the  time.  Both  were  later  ordained  as  Ministers  of  the  Gospel. 

THE  YEAR  OF  1849:  On  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Lord's  day  in  January,  the  treasurer  for  the 
pastor's  fund  gave  his  annual  report  for  1848  as  follows:  Received  $53.56,  paid  out  $50.00,  bal- 
ance on  hand  $2.80  (?).  The  church  treasurer  reported  that  he  received  $31.00,  paid  out  $23.87, 
balance  on  hand  $7.13.  $23.87  was  the  total  operating  expense  for  1848. 

February  1849:  Sam,  the  property  of  Garvin  Mitchell  was  excluded  for  improper  conduct. 
Hampton  White,  Thomas  White,  and  Nathaniel  Jemigan  had  investigated  him.  John  White, 
Starkey  Evans,  and  David  Pearce  investigated  Nelson,  the  property  of  Augustus  Holley  for  im- 
proper conduct.  When  the  committee  reported.  Nelson  was  cleared  of  the  charge.  William 
Mizelle,  Celia  Mizelle,  Thomas  Mizelle,  Millie  Mizelle,  and  June  Newbem  were  granted  letters 
of  dismissal. 
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March  1 849,  Saturday  meeting:  William  Mitchell,  Little- John  Mizelle,  Henry  Mizelle,  and  Josiah 
Mizelle  reported  on  the  case  of  improper  conduct  against  William  Butler,  George  Hoggard,  and 
Littleton  Johnson.  Those  accused  were  excluded  from  membership.  Hunter  Newbem  was  ex- 
cluded for  improper  conduct.  Hampton  White,  Thomas  White,  and  Matthew  Hughes  had  investi- 
gated Hunter's  case.  Liza  Mizelle  was  excluded  for  disorder  (*).  William  Mitchell,  Hampton 
White,  and  Moses  L.  Mizelle  were  appointed  delegates  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  association. 

(*)  The  terms  "disorder,  misconduct,"  and  "disorderly  conduct"  were  used  interchangeably,  and 
were  used  for  serious  charges  as  well  as  minor  charges.  There  is  no  way  to  know  what  each  spe- 
cific charge  was. 

April  1849:  During  the  Saturday  meeting,  Mary  Williams  and  Winifred  White  requested  and  re- 
ceived letters  of  dismissal.  Eli  Morris  was  excluded  for  improper  conduct.  Following  is  a  quota- 
tion from  the  minutes:  "Friday  before  the  fifth  Lord's  day  in  April,  Bertie  Eunun  (Union)  held  her 
session  with  the  church  at  the  Ross  Meeting  House.  The  meeting  was  introduced  by  Elder  David 
Harrell,  and  a  young  man  by  the  name  of  Montague." 

May  1 849:  William  Freeman  was  granted  a  letter  of  dismissal. 

June  1849:  Rachel,  the  property  of  Matthew  Morris  was  charged  with  adultery.  She  was  ex- 
cluded from  membership. 

August  1 849:  Garvin  Mitchell,  Johnson  White,  and  Levi  Hughes  reported  on  the  case  of  improper 
conduct  against  Meredith  White.  He  was  suspended.  Priscilla  White  was  charged  with  miscon- 
duct. She  was  "tried"  and  excluded  from  membership.  Matthew  Morris  and  Daisy  Mizelle  died 
during  the  month  of  August  1849. 

September  1849:  On  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday,  Benjamin  Pugh,  John  Dunlow,  and 
Lonza  Butler  were  "fried"  for  disorderly  conduct.  John  Dunlow  and  Lonza  Butler  were  restored 
to  fellowship.  Benjamin  Pugh  was  excluded  from  membership.  Aaron  Mizelle  and  Josiah 
Mizelle  had  investigated  the  case.  Ann  Bass  received  a  letter  of  dismissal. 

October  1 849,  Saturday  meeting:  Received  Penelope  White  by  letter.  David  Pearce,  Elizabeth 
Pearce,  Cullen  Askew,  and  Liza  Askew  were  given  letters  of  dismissal.  Elizabeth  Mizelle  was 
charged  with  disorderly  conduct  and  was  excluded  from  membership.  A  quotation  from  the  min- 
utes: "On  motion,  the  church  agreed  to  give  Brother  fra  Odom  liberty  to  exercise  his  ministerial 
gifts  in  the  ministry  here,  and  elsewhere."  fra  Odom  was  the  fourth  member  licensed  to  preach  by 
Ross  Church  during  the  first  forty-five  years. 

December  1 849:  A  deacons  meeting  was  held  on  the  third  Sunday.  The  "brethren"  agreed  to  call 
Elder  Thomas  Hoggard  as  the  pastor  for  the  year  of  1850.  They  agreed  on  an  armual  salary  of 
$40.00.  Agreed  to  pay  Mary  Mizelle  an  annual  salary  of  $3.50  for  "keeping  the  house,"  and 
Hampton  White  $5.50  for  "furnishing  the  table"  for  the  Lord's  Supper. 

During  1849,  David  Harrell,  Henry  White,  fra  Odom,  (?)Michelson,  and  John  N.  Hoggard  (*)  as- 
sisted Elder  Thomas  Hoggard  in  the  pulpit. 

(*)  John  N.  Hoggard  moved  his  letter  from  Ross  Church  to  Capehart's  Church  in  October  1843. 
When  John  began  to  preach  in  early  1847,  he  was  illiterate.  By  late  1847,  his  church  realized  that 
John  had  "some  ministerial  gifts"  for  preaching.  Capehart's  Church  invited  neighboring  churches 
to  assist  with  funds  to  "educate"  him.  During  that  period  of  time,  if  you  could  read  and  write,  you 
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were  educated.  John  was  licensed  to  preach  by  Capehart's  in  November  1847.  He  was  ordained 
as  a  "Minister  of  the  Gospel"  March  1849.  Elder  John  N.  Hoggard  became  pastor  of  Capehart's 
Church  in  1855  and  served  until  1861.  He  was  Capehart's  third  pastor.  During  his  career,  he  was 
a  frequent  visitor  and  speaker  at  Ross  Church. 

THE  YEAR  OF  1850:  Saturday  meeting  in  January:  The  church  was  informed  of  the  death  of 
James  Boswell  who  died  in  December  1849.  William  O.  Mizelle  was  charged  with  misconduct. 
He  was  tried  and  excluded  from  membership.  Margaret  Mizelle  was  excluded  for  improper  con- 
duct. The  treasurer  for  the  pastor's  fund  reported:  He  received  $49.70,  paid  out  $50.00.  The 
church  owed  him  thirty-cents.  The  general  treasurer  reported.  He  received  $20.11,  paid  out 
$12.50,  balance  in  ftmds  $7.61. 

March  1850:  Nancy  White  was  restored  to  fellowship.  She  had  been  charged  with  disorder. 
Frances  Harris  was  charged  with  misconduct  and  was  excluded.  Calvin,  the  property  of  Abner 
White  was  charged  with  disorder.  He  was  restored  to  "favor."  William  Mitchell,  A.J.  Myers,  and 
Ira  Odom  were  appointed  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  Chowan  Association. 

April  1850,  Saturday  meeting:  Belston  White  requested  membership  by  letter.  He  was  accepted. 

May  1 850:Martha  Hughes  was  "tried"  for  disorderly  conduct  and  excluded  from  the  church. 

July  1850:  On  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday,  Roansy  White  was  excluded  for  disorderly 
conduct.  James  Evans  and  Eason  Cale  were  charged  with  intoxication.  They  were  forgiven.  Al- 
fred Myers  was  forgiven  for  having  been  intoxicated. 

August  1850:  Jarvis  Wilson  was  excluded  for  disorderly  conduct.  Starkey  Evans,  Matthew 
Hughes,  and  John  White  had  investigated  Jarvis'  case  and  reported.  John  White,  Jr.  was  excluded 
for  misconduct.  Sally  Butler  was  excluded  for  disorder.  James  Boswell  was  forgiven  for  mis- 
conduct. 

September  1 850,  Saturday  meeting:  James  White  was  excluded.  James  Evans  was  excluded.  Jo- 
seph L.  Mizelle  was  forgiven  and  restored  to  fellowship.  James  Wilson,  Mary  Wilson,  and  fam- 
ily were  granted  letters  of  dismissal.  Henry  Britt  replaced  Joshua  Raynor  as  church  clerk. 

October  1850:  On  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday,  Blunt  Freeman  was  restored  to  fellowship. 

November  1850:  Peter,  the  property  of  Thomas  Cale  was  received  for  baptism.  Lonza  Butler 
was  excluded.  Reuben  and  Mary  White  were  excluded.  Stephen  Brown  was  excluded.  William 
Boswell  was  restored  to  fellowship.  John  Mitchell  and  his  wife  were  granted  letters  of  dismissal. 

December  1850:  The  deacons  met  on  Friday  before  the  fourth  Sunday  to  make  arrangements  for 
1851.  Thomas  Hoggard  was  called  again  as  pastor  at  an  annual  salary  of  40.00.  The  deacons  or- 
dered that  Mary  Mizelle  be  paid  $3.50,  her  annual  salary  as  housekeeper. 

Only  one  member  was  received  during  1850.  Many  moved  letters,  many  more  were  "excluded" 
from  membership.  What  you  are  seeing  on  these  pages  is  minor  compared  to  the  total  business 
that  came  before  Ross  Church.  For  each  person  that  was  charged  with  not  complying  with  church 
policy,  a  committee  was  usually  appointed  to  investigate  them  and  make  a  report.  The  committee 
was  also  responsible  for  the  accused  to  be  present  for  the  conference  meetings.  When  the  ac- 
cused were  "tried"  they  were  usually  "excluded"  (suspended)  until  they  returned  and  asked  for- 
giveness. If  the  church  deemed  them  to  be  sincere  when  they  asked  forgiveness,  they  were  re- 
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stored  to  fellowship.  The  accused  would  sometimes  ask  forgiveness  when  being  tried,  and  would 
be  returned  to  "favor."  Many  cases  would  "drag"  on  for  a  year,  and  would  be  "laid  over"  each 
m.eeting.  If  many  cases  were  scheduled  for  a  monthly  meeting,  the  business  conference  would 
begin  on  Friday  and  continue  through  Monday. 

As  we  look  back  at  the  early  history  of  Ross  Church  and  others  of  the  same  faith  and  order,  we 
may  wonder  why  church  policy  was  so  stringent  and  dictatorial.  During  that  time,  there  were  no 
other  institutions  to  teach  people  to  be  law-abiding  and  responsible  citizens.  The  membership  of 
the  churches  was  filled  with  "hard-drinking"  and  undisciplined  individuals.  They  lived  in  a  soci- 
ety that  believed  it  was  "fit  and  proper"  to  own  human  beings  as  property;  to  buy  adults,  and  chil- 
dren; then  sell  them  to  the  highest  bidder  at  auction  sales.  Fathers  and  mothers  were  taken  from 
their  children  and  sold  to  other  owners.  Children  were  separated  from  their  parents  and  sold  at 
the  auction  block.  Many  of  those  children  never  saw  their  parents  again.  Slaves  were  evaluated 
to  determine  their  monetary  value  like  any  other  property.  When  a  slave  owner  died,  it  became 
necessary  to  separate  the  slave  family  unit  in  order  to  fulfill  the  inheritance  requirements  of  the 
heirs.  Many  of  the  slaves  that  were  inherited  were  sold. 

To  better  understand  the  society  that  lived  during  the  early  years  of  Ross  Church,  we  are  copying 
a  documented  portion  of  the  settlement  of  a  local  estate.  The  deceased  had  directed  in  his  Last 
Will  and  Testament  that  his  slaves  be  divided  among  his  seven  heirs.  From  documentation:  "In 
February  of  1818,  Elisha  Thomas,  John  D.  Castellow,  Benajah  Nichols,  John  Webb  and  David 
Gaskins  divided  the  Negroes  belonging  to  the  estate  of  John  Cobb,  deceased,  agreeable  to  the  said 
deceased's  will.  The  total  valuation  of  the  Negroes  was  $4,242.00."  After  the  slaves  were  evalu- 
ated, they  were  apportioned  to  the  heirs  according  to  their  value.  "To  heir  No.  I :  woman  Sarah, 
and  child,  Joe,  valued  at  $600.00.  To  heir  No. 2:  boy  Lester,  valued  at  $526.00,  also,  old  man 
Stephen,  valued  at  $0.00  (*).  To  heir  No.  3,  boy  Will,  valued  at  $520.00.  To  heir  No.4,  boy 
Shade,  valued  at  $512.00,  also,  girl  Phiscy,  valued  at  $125.00.  To  heir  No.5,  boy  Isom,  valued  at 
51 1.00,  also,  boy  Toby,  valued  at  210.00.  To  heir  No.  6,  girl  Winney,  valued  at  $342.00,  also, 
boy  Richard,  valued  at  260.00.  To  heir  No.7,  girl  Phillis,  valued  at  $318.00,  also,  girl  Betty  val- 
ued at  3 18.00." 

(*)  It  is  a  disturbing  thought  to  know  that  a  human  life  during  that  time  could  have  been  valued  at 
zero. 

In  the  last  paragraph,  thirteen  slaves  are  listed;  all  but  two  of  them  could  have  been  children. 
They  were  probably  of  the  same  family  unit,  but  were  separated  and  went  separate  ways.  Two 
days  after  the  slaves  were  separated;  the  "perishable"  property  of  the  estate  was  sold.  There  is  a 
good  possibility  that  "human"  property  was  involved  in  the  sale.  Among  the  members  of  Ross 
Church  that  bought  property  at  the  sale  were  Benjamin  Hardy,  Nathan  Myers,  James  Todd, 
Aquilla  Oxley,  and  John  Perry.  Many  Christians  and  clergymen  defended  the  practices  just  men- 
tioned until  slavery  ended  about  1865  at  the  close  of  the  Civil  War.  It  is  known  that  many  mem- 
bers of  Ross  Church  served  during  the  Civil  War.  According  to  published  listings  of  the  mem- 
bers, about  fifty  per  cent  of  Ross  members  fought  with  Union  forces  to  end  slavery.  Perhaps,  the 
"tough"  policy  of  Ross  Church  had  taught  them  that  human  life  has  value,  both  physical  and 
spiritual,  and  a  God-given  aspiration  to  express  dignity. 

THE  YEAR  OF  1 85 1 :  On  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday  in  January,  the  treasurers  gave  their 
annual  reports.  Nathaniel  Jemigan,  the  treasurer  for  the  pastor's  fund  reported  that  he  received 
$41.41,  paid  out  $$40.00.  Balance  in  ftinds  $1.42.  Garvin  Mitchell,  the  general  treasurer  re- 
ceived $2L15,  paid  out  $5.75,  leaving  a  balance  of  $15.75  (?). 
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February  1851,  Saturday  meeting:  Martha,  the  property  of  Harriet  Hoggard  was  charged  with 
improper  conduct  and  excluded  from  membership.  Worley  Cowan  was  tried  for  disorderly  con- 
duct. He  was  forgiven. 

March  1851:  Minor,  the  property  of  Harriet  Hoggard  was  charged  with  improper  conduct  and 
was  excluded.  Ruffin  White  and  Kader  White  had  investigated  Minor.  George  Myers  was  tried 
and  excluded.  John  White  and  Levi  Hughes  had  investigated  George.  Moses  L.  Mizelle,  William 
J.  Mitchell,  and  Ira  Odom  were  appointed  delegates  to  the  meeting  of  the  Chowan  Association. 

May  1 85 1,  Saturday  meeting:  The  case  of  Winifred  Dunlow  came  before  conference.  After  a  re- 
port by  Mathew  Mizelle  and  Levi  Hughes,  Winifred  was  excluded.  Bryant  Mitchell  and  Zilpha 
Todd  were  charged  with  disorderly  conduct.  They  were  fried  and  both  were  excluded.  Confer- 
ence ordered  that  Timothy  Hoggard  be  granted  a  letter  of  dismissal. 

July  1851:  On  Saturday  before  fourth  Sunday,  Johnson  Cowan  was  tried  and  excluded  for  disor- 
der. Nathaniel  Jemigan,  Joseph  White,  Henry  Hughes,  and  Johnson  White  had  investigated  John- 
son. 

August  1851,  Friday  meeting:  John  B.  Freeman  was  granted  a  letter  of  dismissal.  On  Saturday, 
Hampton  White  asked  for  forgiveness  and  was  restored  to  fellowship. 

At  this  point,  Ross  Church  seemed  to  be  growing  weary  because  of  members  violating  church 
policy.  They  set  a  date  for  special  prayer  an  appealed  to  God  to  help  them.  The  following  plea 
was  recorded  in  the  minutes.  Elder  Thomas  Hoggard  conducted  the  services  on  that  day,  and 
probably  spoke  these  words:  "Whereas,  the  judgements  of  God  seem  to  attend  us,  and  whereas, 
we  believe  it  is  for  our  disobedience.  Therefore,  resolved  that  we  as  a  Church  and  Congregation, 
set  apart  Monday  next  as  a  day  of  humbleness,  fasting,  and  prayer  to  Almighty  God,  that  He  may 
remove  the  judgement  and  bless  us." 

September  1 85 1 :  Saturday  meeting:  Nancy  White  was  excluded  from  membership  for  disorder. 
Johnson  White  and  Levi  Hughes  had  investigated  her.  Aaron  Mizelle  was  charged  with  disorder. 
After  a  report  by  Kader  White  and  Thomas  White,  he  was  forgiven.  Hampton  White  requested, 
and  was  granted  a  letter  of  dismissal.  The  church  agreed  to  hold  a  profracted  meeting  beginning 
Sunday,  and  ending  the  following  Sunday.  The  following  statement  was  recorded  in  the  minutes: 
"The  Church  of  Christ  did  agree  to  protract  (extend)  a  meeting  at  the  Ross  Meeting  House,  com- 
mencen  (commencing)  from  ther  (their)  monthly  meeting  in  September  1 85 1 .  That  they  might 
get  their  sperial  (spiritual)  strenc  (strength)  renewed,  and  sirmers  might  be  converted.  We  believe 
that  God  has  hem  (heard)  our  prare  (prayer),  for  we  have  seen  several  of  our  friends  lying  at  the 
foot  of  the  cross,  and  have  hem  (heard)  shouts  of  Heaven  homed  (bom)  souls." 

On  Thursday  during  the  protracted  meeting,  Chamey  Cale  (probably  Chamey,  Jr.),  Frances 
Mizelle,  Sarah  Pugh,  and  Elizabeth  White  were  received  for  baptism.  Received  for  baptism  at  the 
Saturday  meeting:  Sarah  Mizelle,  Catherine  Hoggard,  Frances  Williford,  Mary  Butler,  Ledicey 
Oxley,  Margaret  Cowan,  Martha  Corbet,  Basha  Todd,  Charles  Evans,  Kader  Harrison,  Haywood 
Todd,  David  Mizele,  Mark  Johnson,  William  J.  Mizelle,  Richard  Freeman,  William  H.  White, 
John  Perry,  George  R.  Hughes,  Roling  B.  Jemigan,  Elisha  Todd,  Worley  M.  Jemigan,  Matthew 
H.  White,  and  West  Hughes.  Mary  Myers  was  restored  to  fellowship.  On  Sunday  moming  when 
the  church  met  at  the  water  for  baptismal  services,  Darius  R.  Mitchell,  and  Grady  (female),  the 
property  of  John  White  were  received.  The  clerk  reported  that  twenty-nine  were  baptized  during 
the  services. 
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October  1 85 1 :  On  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday,  Annie  White,  EHzabeth  Hughes,  Martha 
Todd,  Nancy  Bryant,  Elizabeth  Perry,  Mary  Cowan,  Nancy  White,  Rachel  Jones,  Henry  Phelps, 
Joseph  Hoggard,  Benjamin  White,  and  Elizabeth  Hale  were  received  for  baptism.  They  were 
baptized  on  the  following  morning.  Belston  White  and  Nancy  White  were  charged  with  disor- 
derly conduct.  Nancy  was  forgiven,  then  given  a  letter  of  dismissal.  Belston's  case  was  post- 
poned. William  J.  Mitchell,  Kader  White,  and  Thomas  White  had  investigated  the  case. 

November  1851,  Saturday  meeting:  Belston  White  was  restored  to  fellowship.  Nancy  Butler 
was  charged  with  disorderly  conduct  and  was  excluded. 

December  1851:  The  deacons  met  on  Thursday  before  the  second  Sunday  to  make  arrangements 
for  the  year  of  1852.  They  agreed  to  call  Elder  Thomas  Hoggard  as  pastor  for  another  year,  and 
agreed  to  pay  him  $40.00  for  his  "labors."  The  deacons  ordered  that  Mary  Mizelle  be  paid  $4.00 
for  "keeping  the  house"  for  the  year  of  1 85 1 .  Agreed  to  pay  Judith  Butler  $3.50  for  keeping  the 
house  for  the  year  of  1852.  Ordered  that  William  J.  Mitchell  be  paid  $5.00  for  furnishing  the 
Lord's  table  for  1851. 

John  Hoggard,  Ira  Odom,  and  Moses  Mizelle,  assisted  Thomas  Hoggard  with  the  preaching  dur- 
ing 1851. 

THE  YEAR  OF  1852:  On  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday,  Rebecca  White  was  suspended  for 
disorderly  conduct.  Nelson,  the  property  of  Augustus  Holley  was  excluded.  Starkey  Evans, 
Matthew  Hughes,  and  Miles  Hughes  had  investigated  Nelson.  It  was  ordered  that  the  "brethren" 
that  had  not  paid  their  church  dues  be  present  at  the  next  meeting  to  "say  why." 

No  meetings  during  February  due  to  rain. 

March  1852,  Saturday  meeting:  The  treasurer  submitted  his  report  and  informed  the  church  that 
the  balance  in  the  treasury  was  $9.00  after  paying  the  bills  for  1851.  Moses  L.  Mizelle,  Aaron 
Mizelle,  William  Mitchell,  and  Ira  Odom  were  appointed  delegates  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  as- 
sociation. Agreed  to  send  $2.50  to  the  fund.  Agreed  to  send  an  additional  $2.50  for  the  support 
of  a  missionary  in  China. 

April  1852:  Matthew  Mizelle  and  John  Johnson  were  suspended  for  disorder.  William  Mitchell, 
John  Mizelle,  and  Henry  Mizelle  were  the  investigators  on  the  case.  Starkey  Evans,  Hymerick 
Perry,  and  Martin  Perry  reported  on  the  case  of  disorder  against  Matthew  Hughes.  Hughes  was 
restored  to  fellowship.  Following  is  a  query  from  the  minutes:  "A  query  (question):  'Is  it  con- 
sistent with  the  gospel  and  moral  character  of  Christians,  or  church  members,  to  engage  in  the 
pitching  of  dollars?'  After  a  long  discussion,  the  answer  was  in  the  negative.  We  adjourned  in 
prayer."  This  question  is  found  in  the  business  minutes  of  other  churches  during  the  same  period 
of  time.  So  the  "dollar  pitching"  game  could  have  originated  about  the  middle  1850s. 

The  pitching  of  dollars  began  as  a  game  of  skill  that  sometimes  involved  gambling.  In  the  origi- 
nal game,  two  parallel  lines  were  scribed  on  the  ground  at  an  agreed  upon  distance  from  line  to 
line.  The  participates  used  one  line  to  stand  upon,  while  pitching  silver  dollars  to  the  second  line. 
The  participate  that  pitched  his/her  dollar  the  nearest  distance  to  the  line  scored  a  point.  The 
number  of  points  to  complete  a  game  was  agreed  upon  before  the  game  started.  The  player  that 
accumulated  the  required  number  of  points  first  was  the  winner.  If  gambling  was  involved,  the 
losers  paid  the  winner  the  amount  they  had  previously  bargained  for.  During  that  time,  the  silver 
dollar  was  the  most  often  used  dollar  value  currency.  In  a  latter  version  of  the  game,  lead  discs 
replaced  the  silver  dollar  as  the  pitching  piece,  and  small  holes  in  the  ground  replaced  the  lines. 
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The  discs  were  cast  by  pouring  molten  lead  into  the  cap,  or  lid  of  a  cylindrical  tobacco  snuff 
container.  When  the  lid  was  removed,  a  uniform  lead  disc  about  two  inches  in  diameter  and 
three-eighths  of  an  inch  thick  was  produced.  The  game  of  "dollar  pitching"  is  still  played  in  some 
areas,  and  is  now  similar  to  pitching  horseshoes. 

May  1852:  William  Pritchard  was  excluded  from  membership  on  Saturday  before  fourth  Sunday. 
He  was  charged  with  "  a  long  absence." 

June  1852,  Saturday  meeting:  Peter,  the  property  of  John  WTiite  was  excluded  for  disorder. 
Miles  Hughes,  Whitmel  Hughes,  and  Starkey  Evans  investigated  Peter's  case.  Augustus  Corbet 
was  suspended.  Starkey  Evans,  Whitmel  Hughes,  and  Matthew  Hughes  had  investigated  Augus- 
tus on  a  charge  of  disorder. 

July  1 852:  During  the  Saturday  meeting,  John  White  was  forgiven  for  his  long  absence. 

August  1 852:  John  White  resigned  as  clerk,  and  was  replaced  by  H.  J.  Britt. 

September  1 852:  On  Saturday,  Elender  Phelps  was  granted  a  letter  of  dismissal. 

The  year  ends  with  a  committee  investigating  two  women  on  a  charge  of  disorder. 

Thomas  Hoggard,  Moses  L.  Mizelle,  John  N.  Hoggard,  Ira  Odom,  and  Henry  White  conducted 
the  worship  services  of  1852. 

THE  YEAR  OF  1853:  The  year  began  with  a  meeting  of  the  deacons  on  the  Thursday  before 
second  Sunday  in  January..  Elder  Thomas  Hoggard  was  called  again  as  pastor.  The  church 
agreed  to  pay  him  $40.00  for  the  year  of  1853.  It  was  agree  to  pay  Christian  Harrison  $4.00  for 
"keeping  the  house"  for  the  year  of  1852.  Ordered  that  Judith  Butler  be  paid  $3.50  to  keep  the 
house  for  the  year  of  1853.  All  members  that  had  pledged  to  pay  to  the  church  in  the  year  of 
1 852  and  had  not  paid,  were  ordered  to  be  at  the  next  meeting,  "for  the  reason  would  be  required 
of  them  why  they  have  not  paid."  Garvin  Mitchell  resigned  as  treasurer,  and  was  replaced  by 
Charles  Evans.  The  last  entry  in  the  minutes  for  the  Thursday  meeting  was  a  sad  one.  The  clerk 
recorded  the  death  of  Elder  James  Ross. 

Elder  James  Ross  had  served  the  church  since  it  was  organized.  After  he  resigned  as  pastor  in 
October  1838,  he  continued  to  serve  on  committees  and  preached  occasionally.  Elder  Moses  L. 
Mizelle,  close  friend  and  co-laborer  in  the  ministry,  probably  preached  his  funeral.  James  Ross 
died  January  6,  1853.  He  had  lived  eighty-three  years. 

Ira  Odom  conducted  the  services  on  Saturday  before  the  Fourth  Sunday.  After  "prechen,"  the 
church  went  into  business  session  and  heard  a  report  from  John  White,  Whitmel  Hughes,  and 
Miles  Hughes.  These  men  had  been  appointed  to  investigate  cases  of  disorder  against  Charlotte 
Cowan  and  Mary  Cowan.  After  the  church  heard  the  report,  Charlotte  was  restored  to  fellow- 
ship; Mary  was  excluded  from  membership.  On  another  case  of  disorder,  Elizabeth  Mitchell  was 
excluded.  The  church  refijsed  to  excuse  Meady  White  for  his  past  absence. 

February  1863,  Saturday  meeting:  Preaching  by  Elder  James  Ferguson.  Meady  White  was  for- 
given for  his  absence  and  restored  to  fellowship.  Henry  Phelps  was  forgiven  on  a  charge  of  dis- 
order. 
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March  1853:  Preaching  by  Elder  Thomas  Hoggard.  Ira  Odom,  William  Mitchell,  Albert  J.  Mor- 
ris, and  Miles  Hughes  were  appointed  delegates  to  the  meeting  of  the  association. 

May  1853:  After  preaching  by  Ira  Odom,  Josiah  Pugh  was  charged  with  disorder  and  was  sus- 
pended fi"om  membership. 

July  1853,  Saturday:  Worley  Cowan  was  charged  with  disorderly  conduct  and  excluded  from 
membership.  Moses  L.  Mizelle,  William  Mitchell,  and  John  White  were  appointed  delegates  to 
attend  the  Bertie  Union  Meeting.  The  meeting  was  previously  scheduled  to  be  held  at  Holly 
Grove  Church  the  fifth  Sunday  in  October. 

August  1 853:  After  preaching  by  Elder  Thomas  Hoggard,  "Jinnet"  (Jeanette?)  Baker  was  charged 
with  disorder  and  suspended.  The  church  agreed  to  hold  a  revival  (protracted  )  meeting  in  the 
month  of  September.  They  agreed  to  invite  the  following  ministers  to  participate:  Elders  John  N. 
Hoggard,  Henry  White,  A.  J.  Spivey,  B.  B.  Williams,  John  Nowell,  Jerimiah  Bunch,  and  David 
Harrell. 

September  1853,  Saturday  meeting:  Prince,  the  property  of  Augustus  Holley  was  cleared  on  a 
charge  of  disorder.  Starkey  Evans,  John  White,  and  W.  J.  Britt  investigated  Prince's  case.  Ac- 
cording to  the  clerk's  report,  twenty-nine  were  received  for  baptism,  and  one  restored  to  member- 
ship during  the  September  protracted  meeting.  No  names  were  given.  Chamey  Cale,  his  wife, 
and  Judith  Cale  were  granted  letters  of  dismissal.  This  Chamey  Cale  was  Chamey,  Jr.  His  wife 
was  the  former  Christian  "Kitty"  Mizelle,  daughter  of  Judith  Cale.  After  Judith's  first  husband 
died,  she  married  Chamey  Cale,  Sr.  after  the  death  of  his  wife.  This  made  Judith  the  mother-in- 
law  and  stepmother  of  Charney  Cale,  Jr.  Judith  moved  to  Yadkin  County  with  Chamey,  Jr.  and 
wife  "Kitty,"  soon  after  they  received  letters  of  dismissal  fi^om  Ross  Church. 

October  1853:  Moses  L.  Mizelle,  Kader  White,  and  Johnson  White  were  appointed  delegates  to 
the  Bertie  Union  Meeting  to  be  held  in  Ahoskie  on  Friday  before  the  fifth  Sunday  in  October. 

November  1853:  After  preaching  on  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday,  Tom,  and  Nazareth  both 
property  of  Catherine  Cobb  were  excluded  from  membership  for  disorder.  A.  J.  Morris,  Meady 
White,  and  Miles  Hughes  had  investigated  Tom  and  Nazareth. 

December  1853:  December  began  as  usual  with  the  deacons  meeting  on  the  second  Sunday.  It 
was  agreed  to  give  Elder  Thomas  Hoggard  a  call  to  continue  as  pastor  for  the  year  of  1854.  His 
annual  salary  was  set  at  $40.00.  During  the  Saturday  meeting,  a  committee  that  had  previously 
been  appointed  gave  their  report.  The  committee  had  been  appointed  to  "measure  the  house  for 
new  benches."  Josiah  Mizelle,  Henry  Mizelle,  and  John  Mizelle  served  on  the  committee  and 
made  the  following  report:  "The  committee  reported  that  20  benches,  13-feet  long,  and  22 
benches  10-feet  long  would  be  required  for  the  house.  The  benches  are  to  be  made  with  backs." 
The  measurements  made  for  the  benches  was  the  available  space  inside  the  old  Log  Meeting 
House.  It  is  through  the  size  of  those  forty-two  benches  that  we  can  approximate  the  size  of  that 
building.  Considering  that  space  was  necessary  for  the  speaker's  platform,  a  building  30-ft.  by 
60-ft.  would  be  adequate,  allowing  for  isle  space.  Since  the  specifications  called  for  backrests, 
we  can  assume  that  the  old  benches  had  none.  If  the  old  benches  (pews)  had  no  backrests,  the 
new  ones  were  probably  considered  a  great  improvement. 

In  addition  to  Thomas  Hoggard,  Ira  Odom,  James  Ferguson,  John  N.  Hoggard,  Moses  L.  Mizelle, 
A.  J.  Spivey,  B.  B.  Williams,  John  Nowell,  David  Harrell,  Henry  White,  and  Jeremiah  Bunch 
preached  at  Ross  Church  during  1853. 
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THE  YEAR  OF  1854:  During  the  January  meeting,  the  church  agreed  for  Christian  Harrison  to 
keep  the  house  in  order  for  the  year  of  1854.  Agreed  to  pay  her  $4.00  for  the  year's  work.  The 
church  ordered  that  William  Mitchell  be  paid  $10.00  for  furnishing  the  communion  table  for  the 
years  of  1852  and  1853.  The  meeting  ended  with  the  reading  of  a  paragraph  of  established  church 
policy  as  follows:  "  Any  member  of  the  church  that  fails  to  visit  the  church  m  the  course  of 
twelve  months  without  a  lawful  excuse,  the  same  shall  be  charged  with  disorder  and  brought  be- 
fore the  church.  Any  member  that  moves  out  of  the  bounds  of  the  church,  if  they  should  fail  to 
visit,  or  write  the  church  in  the  course  of  twelve  months,  the  same  shall  be  charged  with  disorder 
and  brought  before  the  church  for  a  trial."  The  church  experienced  difficulty  in  the  enforcement 
of  the  absentee  policy.  Many  people  moved  away  without  informing  the  church  where  they 
would  be  relocating,  making  it  impossible  for  the  church  to  "try"  them  in  person. 

March  1 854:  During  the  Saturday  meeting,  Marcus  Johnson  was  charged  with  disorder  and  ex- 
cluded from  membership. 

April  1854.  Saturday  meeting:  A  committee  comprised  of  Levi  Hughes,  Johnson  White,  and  El- 
isha  Todd  reported  on  a  case  of  disorder  against  W.  W.  White.  White  was  excluded.  During  the 
same  meeting,  Martin  Perry  was  excluded  for  disorder. 

June  1 854:  David  Pearce  was  tried  for  disorder.  After  a  report  by  John  White,  Starkey  Evans, 
and  H.  J.  Britt  on  the  matter,  David  was  restored  to  favor. 

August  1854,  Friday  before  the  fourth  Sunday.  Millie  Butler  was  charged  with  disorder,  and  was 
excluded  from  membership.  Miles  Hughes,  Whitmel  Hughes,  D.  D.  Hughes,  and  H.  J.  Britt  were 
appointed  to  "talk  with  Charles  Evans  about  selling  spirits  (whiskey)  on  the  Sabbath." 

September  1854:  On  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday,  the  church  decided  on  a  matter  of  busi- 
ness that  was  recorded  in  the  minutes  as  follows:  "A  query  (question)  was  put  to  the  church:  'is  it 
consistent  in  a  Christian  to  sell  spirits  (whiskey)  for  a  profit?'  It  was  decided  that  it  was  consis- 
tent." The  text  just  used  was  from  the  old  church  minutes.  According  to  the  old  minutes,  the 
church  approved  of  the  manufacturing  and  sale  of  whiskey  for  profit  by  its  membership.  How 
ever,  they  had  established  a  Temperance  Society  to  urge  the  membership  to  abstain  from  drinking 
whiskey,  and  were  enforcing  a  "tough  "  policy  against  intoxication.  This  was  a  "sfrange"  policy, 
but  we  probably  have  some  today  just  as  strange. 

October  1 854:  William  J.  Mitchell,  John  Mizelle,  and  Kader  White  resigned  as  active  deacons. 

November  1854,  Saturday  meeting:  Charles  Evans  was  charged  with  disorder  and  was  excluded 
from  membership. 

December  1854:  The  deacons  met  on  the  second  Sunday,  and  agreed  to  call  Elder  Thomas  Hog- 
gard  as  pastor  for  another  year.  They  set  the  salary  for  the  pastor  at  $40.00.  It  was  ordered  that 
William  Mitchell  be  paid  for  furnishing  the  Lord's  table  for  the  year  of  1854.  Agreed  to  pay 
Christian  Hairison  for  "keeping  the  house"  during  1854,  and  approved  a  salary  of  $4.00  for  the 
year  of  1855.  At  the  Saturday  meeting,  Moses  L.  Mizelle,  Johnson  White,  and  William  Mitchell 
were  appointed  delegates  to  the  Bertie  Union  Meeting  to  be  held  at  Bethlehem  Church,  Friday  be- 
fore the  fifth  Sunday  in  December  1854. 

Speakers  at  Ross  Church  during  1854:  Thomas  Hoggard,  Ira  Odom,  B.B.  Williams,  Edward 
Pearce  (*),  Thadric  Moore,  and  Moses  L.  Mizelle. 
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(*)  Edward  Pearce  was  a  member  of  Capehart's  Church  where  he  was  Hcensed  to  preach  in  1847. 
In  the  month  of  July  1853,  Elders  Henry  White,  John  Hoggard,  and  Moses  L.  Mizelle  examined 
him  for  ordination.  Capehart's  Church,  where  he  served  as  pastor  1 862-1 879  ordained  him. 

THE  YEAR  OF  1855:  During  the  January  meeting,  Eason  Cale  was  charged  with  disorder,  but 
was  restored  to  "favor." 

February  1855,  Saturday  meeting:  George,  the  property  of  Winston  Outlaw  was  charged  with 
disorderly  conduct.  He  was  excluded  from  membership.  William  Mitchell,  James  Perry,  Whit 
Hughes,  and  Henry  Mizelle  were  appointed  to  represent  the  church  as  members  of  the  Baptist  So- 
ciety. The  Baptist  Society  was  probably  an  associational  branch  of  the  North  Carolina  Baptist 
Convention.  Thomas  Meredith,  close  friend  and  co-worker  of  Martin  Ross  established  the  North 
Carolina  Baptist  Convention  in  1830.  Martin  Ross  worked  diligently  organizing  churches  into  a 
statewide  associated  body  of  Missionary  Baptists.  Martin  died  in  1827,  three  years  short  of  his 
goal.  His  friend,  Thomas  Meredith  finished  his  work. 

March  1855:  Miles  Hughes,  Moses  L.  Mizelle,  and  Aaron  Mizelle  were  appointed  to  attend  the 
meeting  of  the  Chowan  Association. 

August  1855,  Saturday  meeting:  The  meeting  began  with  a  backlog  of  cases  that  had  been  post- 
poned. After  the  absentees  had  been  excused,  Aquilla  Todd  was  excluded  from  membership  for 
his  "long  absence."  Martha  Corbet,  Harriet  Cale,  Susan  Bryant,  and  Emily  Todd  had  been  under 
investigating  on  charges  of  disorder.  They  were  cleared  of  the  charges  and  restored  to  favor. 
Sally  Freeman  was  charged  with  disorderly  conduct  and  was  excluded  from  the  church.  Jane 
Butler  was  excluded  for  disorderly  conduct.  Starkey  Mizelle,  William  Mitchell,  Miles  Hughes, 
Aaron  Mizelle,  Whitmel  Hughes,  Josiah  Mizelle,  Kader  White,  John  Hoggard,  Henry  Mizelle, 
Little-John  Mizelle,  James  Castellow,  and  Thomas  White  served  on  the  investigative  committees. 

October  1855:  Temperance  Hawkins  was  cleared  on  a  charge  of  disorderly  conduct.  Eli  Morris 
was  restored  to  fellowship  after  being  charged  with  disorder. 

December  1855:  The  deacons  met  on  the  second  Sunday.  Elder  Thomas  Hoggard  was  elected  to 
continue  his  position  as  pastor.  Agreed  that  Christian  Harrison  continue  as  "housekeeper."  Or- 
dered that  Harrison  be  paid  $4.00  for  the  year  of  1855,  and  approved  the  same  salary  for  1856. 
During  the  Saturday  meeting,  the  membership  was  informed  that  all  that  had  not  paid  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  church  would  be  required  to  give  an  excuse.  David  Pearce  was  granted  a  letter  of  dis- 
missal. 

David  Thomas  and  Ira  Odom  assisted  Elder  Thomas  Hoggard  in  the  pulpit  during  1 855. 

THE  YEAR  OF  1856:  On  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday  in  January,  Billington  White  was 
tried  for  disorderly  conduct  and  excluded  from  membership.  White's  case  had  been  pending  since 
September  1855. 

February  1856,  Saturday  meeting:  Robert  Smith  was  received  for  baptism.  Henry  Phelps  was 
charged  with  disorderly  conduct.  He  was  tried  and  restored  to  fellowship.  The  treasurers  gave 
their  annual  report.  The  general  treasurer  received  $13.00,  paid  out  $8.00,  and  reported  a  balance 
of  $5.00.  The  treasurer  for  the  pastor's  fund  received  $54.00,  paid  out  $51.00,  and  reported  a  bal- 
ance of  $4.00(7). 
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March  1856:  The  church  agreed  to  send  $2.50  to  the  "minutes  fimd"  (Chowan  Association)  and 
$5.00  to  the  Home  Missions  Fund. 

April  1856:  Aaron  Mizelle,  David  Hughes,  and  Whitmel  Hughes  were  appointed  delegates  to  the 
next  meeting  of  the  association. 

May  1 856,  Saturday  meeting:  An  investigative  committee  comprised  of  Johnson  White,  Reuben 
Harrison,  and  Levi  Hughes,  reported  on  a  case  of  disorderly  conduct  against  Kader  Harrison. 
After  Kader  was  tried,  he  was  suspended  from  membership.  A  direct  quote  from  the  minutes 
follows:  "A  committee  of  William  J.  Mitchell,  Henry  J.  Britt,  Whitmel  H.  Hughes,  Kader  White, 
Starkey  E.  Mizelle,  James  N.  Perry,  and  William  H.  Hoggard  was  appointed  to  take  up  a  collec- 
tion to  build  a  church  at  the  Ross  Meeting  House.  Ordered  that  Henry  J.  Britt  prepare  the  sub- 
scriptions (dues,  or  pledges  from  individual  members)." 

June  1856:  Minor,  the  property  of  Harriet  Hoggard  was  restored  to  fellowship.  Worley  Rice  was 
tried  for  disorder.  His  case  was  voted  on  and  the  majority  voted  to  restore  him  to  fellowship. 

July  1 856:  James  White  requested  a  letter  of  dismissal.  The  request  was  granted. 

September  1 856,  Saturday  meeting:  James  M.  Perry  and  John  W.  Perry  were  granted  letters  of 
dismissal. 

October  1856:  Sally  Freeman  was  restored  to  fellowship.  Henry  H.  White  requested  and  was 
granted  a  letter  of  dismissal.  The  clerk  reported  receiving  five  candidates  for  baptism.  The  clerk 
serving  at  that  time  was  Henry  Britt.  Henry  failed  to  record  the  names  of  candidates  for  baptism 
during  his  term  as  clerk.  He  recorded  the  number  of  the  candidates,  but  no  names. 

November  1 856:  Penelope  Bryant  was  charged  with  disorder  and  excluded  from  membership. 

December  1 856:  The  deacons  met  on  the  second  Sunday  "for  the  purpose  of  transacting  business 
for  the  church."  Elder  Moses  L.  Mizelle  was  appointed  to  moderate  the  meeting.  Brother  Robert 
Smith  opened  the  conference  with  a  prayer.  It  was  agreed  that  Elder  Thomas  Hoggard  be  called 
to  continue  as  pastor  through  the  year  of  1857.  The  pastor's  annual  salary  was  increased  to 
$52.00.  William  J.  Mitchell  presented  a  bill  for  $10.00  "for  furnishing  the  Lord's  table"  through 
the  years  of  1855  and  1856.  Agreed  to  pay  Christian  Harrison  $4.50  for  "keeping  the  Lord's 
house"  for  the  year  of  1856,  and  promised  to  pay  Harrison  $4.00  for  1857. 

THE  YEAR  OF  1 857:  According  to  the  minutes  for  the  month  of  May,  Ross  Church  questioned 
the  use  of  funds  within  the  Bertie  Union  Organization.  During  the  business  meeting  in  May,  the 
clerk  was  ordered  to  send  a  letter  requesting  clarification.  From  the  minutes:  "Ordered  that  the 
clerk  prepare  a  letter  to  send  to  the  Bertie  Union,  and  name  in  that  letter  the  object  of  that  letter, 
that  is,  whether  the  money  that  is  sent  to  the  association  should  be  appropriated  to  the  missionary 
cause  in  the  bounds  of  the  Bertie  Union?  The  meeting  is  to  commence  Friday  before  the  fifth 
Lord's  day  in  May.  Moses  L.  Mizelle  and  William  J.  Mitchell  were  appointed  delegates  to  the 
meeting."  This  inquiry  could  have  been  in  reference  to  money  received  by  the  Bertie  Union  des- 
ignated to  foreign  missionaries.  It  is  encouraging  to  note  that  Ross  Church  was  interested  in  is- 
sues other  than  trying  to  discipline  its  membership.  Robert  Smith  was  granted  a  letter  of  dis- 
missal. Henry  Britt  resigned  his  position  as  church  clerk. 

Many  of  the  charges  that  were  brought  against  Ross  members,  and  the  investigations  that  fol- 
lowed, were  due  to  "hear-say"  information.  However,  the  church  was  committed  to  investigate 
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all  rumors  reported,  such  as  the  following:  "A  committee  to  see  William  Perry  to  inquire  about  a 
rumor  in  circulation,  which  is  considered  to  be  disorderly  conduct.  On  motion,  that  Whitmel 
Hughes  and  Starkey  Evans  serve  as  the  committee  to  investigate." 

June  1 857:  William  J.  Mitchell  replaced  Henry  Britt  as  church  clerk. 

August  1857,  Friday  meeting:  After  investigating  rumors  in  "circulation"  about  William  Perry, 
he  was  tried  and  excluded  from  membership  for  disorderly  conduct.  Nathaniel  Jemigan  was 
charged  with  disorder,  but  was  forgiven.  Following  is  another  "hear-say"  report  from  the  min- 
utes: "Temperance  Hawkins  was  charged  with  disorderly  conduct,  also,  Martin  Perry.  On  mo- 
tion, a  committee  was  appointed  to  see  Martin  Perry  and  Temperance  Hawkins,  to  inquire  of 
them  and  to  find  out  the  true  statement  (facts)  of  the  report  that  is  now  in  circulation,  and  report  at 
the  next  conference.  Levi  Hughes,  Elisha  Todd,  Starkey  Evans,  and  Whitmel  Hughes  to  serve  on 
the  case."  Frances  Butler  was  charged  with  disorder.  She  was  excluded  from  membership. 
Frances  McGovem  requested  a  letter  of  dismissal,  which  was  granted. 

September  1857,  Saturday  meeting:  Reddick  Hughes  was  restored  to  fellowship.  More  on  the 
case  of  Martin  Perry  and  Temperance  Hawkins  from  the  minutes:  "The  case  of  Martin  Perry  and 
Temperance  Hawkins  to  be  continued  until  the  next  meeting,  with  the  same  committee  to  wait  on 
them  and  report  to  a  committee  of  thirteen  as  follows:  Brethren  William  Mitchell,  Moses 
Mizelle,  Kader  White,  Starkey  White,  William  Hoggard,  Johnson  White,  Nathaniel  Jemigan, 
Josiah  Mizelle,  Henry  Mizelle,  Ruffin  White,  John  Mizelle,  Jonathan  Evans,  and  Miles  Hughes. 
The  decision  of  this  committee  shall  be  final." 

November  1857:  The  case  of  Martin  Perry  and  Temperance  Hawkins  came  before  conference. 
Both  were  excluded  from  membership. 

December  1857:  The  deacons  met  on  third  Sunday  to  "make  arrangements"  for  1858.  They 
agreed  to  call  Elder  Thomas  Hoggard  as  pastor  for  the  year  of  1858,  and  to  pay  him  $50.00  for 
his  year's  service.  For  keeping  the  house  "clean  and  in  order,"  Christian  Harrison  was  paid  $4.00. 
William  J.  Mitchell  presented  a  bill  for  ftimishing  the  Lord's  table.  Mitchell's  bill  was  for  $15.00. 
He  had  not  been  paid  for  the  previous  two  years.  William  J.  Mitchell  must  have  been  a  patient 
man.  The  church  owed  William  more  than  they  had  in  the  treasury. 

THE  YEAR  OF  1858,  March  meeting:  Jonathan  Williford  was  charged  with  disorderly  conduct. 
The  clerk  reported  that  the  "case  was  taken  up  and  settled  in  peace." 

April  1 858,  Saturday  meeting:  Mary  Mizelle  was  granted  a  letter  to  "join  some  other  church." 

May  1 858:  Henry  White  preached  on  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday.  During  the  business  ses- 
sion, Joseph  Hoggard  was  excused  for  "his  long  absence."  Worley  T.  Hoggard  was  expelled  from 
church.  Ezekiel  White  was  granted  a  letter  of  dismissal. 

June  1 858:  Aaron  L.  Mizelle  and  David  D.  Hughes  were  appointed  delegates  to  the  Bertie  Union 
Meeting. 

July  1 858,  Saturday  meeting.  After  preaching  by  Elder  Thomas  Hoggard,  the  church  met  in  con- 
ference. Henry  Phelps  was  charged  with  disorderly  conduct  and  excluded  from  the  church. 
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August  1858:  Brother  William  Douglas  was  charged  with  disorderly  conduct.  He  was  tried  and 
expelled.  A  special  collection  was  taken  for  the  Bertie  Union.  The  church  raised  $3.14. 

September  1 858:  Margaret  Cowan  was  charged  with  disorder  and  excluded  from  membership. 

October  1858,  Saturday  meeting:  Henry  Hughes  had  previously  charged  himself  with  disorder 
for  fighting.  The  clerk  recorded  the  trial  as  follows:  "The  case  of  Henry  Hughes  was  taken  up, 
and  he  was  restored  to  fellowship.  All  the  brethren  that  was  in  that  fiiss  at  that  store  that  night 
was  restored."  We  wish  the  location  of  that  store  had  been  recorded.  More  money  was  raised  for 
the  proposed  new  church  building. 

November  1858:  On  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday,  a  planning  committee  was  appointed  for 
the  new  building.  William  Hoggard,  the  clerk,  recorded  the  meeting  as  follows:  "A  motion  was 
made  and  carried,  that  ten  subscribers  (contributors)  be  appointed  a  committee  to  draw  the  di- 
mentions  (dimensions),  and  say  when  the  house  shall  be  let  out  (when  construction  will  begin) 
and  be  disposed  of  (completed).  The  following  names  are  the  committee:  Moses  L.  Mizelle, 
William  J.  Mitchell,  Aaron  S.  Mizelle,  Starkey  E.  Mizelle,  Ruffm  M.  White,  A.  J.  Morris,  Josiah 
Mizelle,  William  H.  Hoggard,  Henry  Mizelle,  and  W.  D.  Wind  (Wynn)." 

December  1858:  Friday  before  the  fourth  Sunday.  The  committee  gave  a  report  on  the  new 
building.  It  was  recorded  as  follows:  "The  committee  first  met  according  to  promise,  to  deter- 
mine how  to  build  the  new  church.  They  agreed  that  Brother  Henry  Mizelle  be  Head  Workman, 
and  that  he  hire  as  he  please,  and  discharge  at  his  will.  Agreed  that  the  house  should  be  forty  feet 
by  fiflty  feet  with  a  sixteen  foot  pitch,  with  a  gallery,  with  two  doors  in  the  front  facing  the  road." 
The  members  that  served  on  the  planning  committee  were  appointed  to  serve  on  the  building 
committee.  What  is  known  about  the  building  is  described  under  "The  Second  House  of  Wor- 
ship" on  page  6.  During  the  meeting,  the  church  agreed  to  call  Elder  Thomas  Hoggard  again  as 
pastor.  His  salary  for  1859  was  set  at  $50.00.  The  church  ordered  the  treasurer  to  settle  with 
Christian  Harrison  for  keeping  the  house  and  furnishing  the  lord's  table. 

During  the  Saturday  meeting  in  December,  Joseph  Hoggard  was  expelled  from  the  church  for 
disorderly  conduct. 

Ira  Odom,  Jeremiah  Bunch,  Henry  White,  and  Moses  L.  Mizelle  assisted  the  Pastor,  Elder  Tomas 
Hoggard  during  1858. 

THE  YEAR  OF  1 859:  There  were  no  meetings  January  and  February  due  to  the  winter  weather. 

March  1859:  Minor,  the  property  of  Harriet  Hoggard  was  expelled  for  disorder.  W.  D.  Perry  and 
George  Hughes  had  investigated  his  case.  Letters  were  granted  to  George  McGovem  and  wife, 
Elizabeth  Frances  McGovem.  William  Mitchell,  Moses  Mizelle,  and  William  Hoggard  were  ap- 
pointed delegates  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  association. 

April  1 859:  W.  J.  Myers  was  charged  with  disorderly  conduct  and  expelled  from  the  church. 

May  1 859,  Saturday  meeting:  Elizabeth  White  and  Joseph  Freeman  were  granted  letters  of  dis- 
missal. 

June  1 859:  Martha  Myers  was  excluded  from  membership  for  disorderly  conduct.  Joseph  White, 
Kader  White,  and  Elisha  Todd  investigated  Martha's  case.  During  the  June  meeting,  the  church 
agreed  to  begin  a  Sunday  School  "commencing  the  first  Sunday  in  July."  Little  is  known  about 
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how  the  school  was  organized.  In  the  beginning,  they  probably  met  as  one  class,  and  later  di- 
vided into  other  classes.  The  first  classrooms  were  built  seventy  years  later,  about  1930. 

July  1859:  On  the  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday,  Sally  Mitchell  was  excluded  from  mem- 
bership. Sally  was  charged  with  disorderly  conduct.  W.  J.  Mitchell,  A.  J.  Morris,  W.  H.  Hogard, 
and  James  Morris  were  appointed  to  attend  the  Bertie  Union  Meeting. 

September  1859:  When  a  "difficulty"  was  reported  between  Jarvis  Perry  and  Joseph  Perry,  the 
church  appointed  Whitmel  Hughes,  Starkey  Perry,  and  Miles  Hughes  to  investigate.  The  church 
and  the  committee  together  were  able  to  resolve  the  problem.  Cullen  Halsey  and  Whitmel 
Hughes  investigated  Riddick  Hughes  for  disorder.  When  his  case  was  tried,  he  was  restored  to 
fellowship.  Nathaniel  Jemigan  was  restored  to  fellowship.  Nathaniel  had  been  charged  with  dis- 
orderly conduct. 

October  1859:  According  to  the  minutes,  the  church  ended  a  series  of  protracted  meetings  on 
Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday.  The  clerk  reported  that  "ninety-three  members  were  added  to 
the  church"  during  the  meetings.  This  probably  included  members  that  had  previously  been  ex- 
cluded -  which  were  many.  Since  the  clerk  had  discontinued  recording  the  names  of  new  mem- 
bers in  the  minutes,  there  is  no  way  to  learn  who  those  members  were. 

November  1859:  The  church  clerk  failed  to  record  in  the  minutes  the  exact  date  the  membership 
began  to  meet  in  the  new  building.  According  to  the  church  minutes,  it  is  possible  that  the  build- 
ing was  in  use  as  early  as  November  1 859,  and  was  completed  in  1 860.  During  the  Saturday 
meeting  before  the  fourth  Sunday  in  November,  the  church  enacted  a  policy  that  would  indicate 
the  new  building  was  in  use.  The  minutes  explain  that  policy  as  follows:  "A  motion  was  made 
and  adopted,  that  there  shall  be  no  spitting  on  the  floor."  This  confirms  some  of  the  traditional 
stories  that  have  been  told  about  the  building.  It  is  known  that  the  church  provided  copper  "spit- 
toons" (cuspidors)  in  an  effort  to  provide  receptacles  -  other  than  the  floor  -  for  tobacco  juice. 
The  cuspidors  were  a  "fixture"  in  Ross  Church  until  about  1935.  It  is  possible  that  the  old  cuspi- 
dors were  placed  in  a  closet  in  the  church  building,  and  are  still  there  today. 

According  to  the  old  minutes  of  other  churches,  spitting  tobacco  juice  on  the  floor  was  also  a 
problem  for  them.  During  that  time,  the  use  of  tobacco  products  was  more  prevalent  among 
women  than  men.  Most  women  used  tobacco  in  the  form  of  "snuff."  (powdered  tobacco).  The 
snuff  was  "dipped"  from  the  container  with  a  "brush"  that  was  fashioned  by  the  user.  The  brush 
was  made  from  a  small  branch  stripped  from  a  Black  Gum  tree  and  trimmed  to  about  three  inches 
long.  The  user  chewed  the  end  that  had  been  attached  to  the  tree  until  it  became  a  soft  pulp. 
Each  time  the  brush  was  "dipped"  into  the  container,  snuff  would  adhere  to  the  moist  pulp.  The 
brush  remained  in  the  mouth  throughout  the  day,  except  when  the  user  was  "dipping"  for  a  new 
brush  of  snuff.  This  process  was  repeated  daily,  at  home,  at  work,  or  at  church.  This  is  probably 
how  the  term  "dipping  snuff  originated. 

December  1859:  On  Thursday  before  the  fourth  Sunday,  the  deacons  held  their  end-of-the-year 
meeting.  Elder  Thomas  Hoggard  was  called  to  serve  as  pastor  during  the  year  of  1860.  Moses 
Mizelle  was  "allowed"  $5.00  for  furnishing  bread  and  wine  for  communion.  Christian  Hughes 
was  "allowed"  $2.00  for  keeping  the  house  for  the  year  of  1859.  Moses  Mizelle  was  promised 
$5.00  to  keep  the  house  the  "coming  year,"  1860.  There  was  a  discussion  about  members  not 
paying  church  dues,  which  is  explained  in  the  following  from  the  minutes:  "A  resolution  was 
passed,  that  all  persons  that  failed  to  pay  the  pastor,  or  to  subscribe  (pledged  to  pay)  should  be 
drawn  off  (written  on  a  separate  list)  for  the  pastor,  and  carried  before  conference  and  the  ques- 
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tion  to  know  why  he  has  not  paid."  At  that  time,  additional  funding  was  probably  needed  due  to 
the  expense  of  the  new  building. 

Moses  L.  Mizelle,  Ira  Odom,  and  James  Delk  assisted  Thomas  Hoggard  in  the  pulpit  during  1859. 

THE  YEAR  OF  1860:  During  the  Saturday  meeting  in  February,  Nathaniel  Jemigan,  treasurer 
for  the  pastor  reported  a  balance  of  $4.50  after  paying  the  pastor's  salary.  The  church  agreed  to 
transfer  the  balance  into  the  building  fund,  and  to  raise  additional  funds  to  be  used  on  the  debt  of 
the  new  building.  According  to  the  minutes,  the  building  was  near  completion  at  that  time. 

March  1860,  Saturday  meeting:  William  Perry,  Miles  Hughes,  and  William  Hoggard  were  ap- 
pointed delegates  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  association.  Clara,  the  property  of  William  Spivey 
was  granted  a  letter  "to  join  another  church  of  the  same  faith  and  order." 

April  1860:  Elmore  Dunlow  was  restored  to  fellowship.  Elmore  had  been  charged  with  disor- 
derly conduct.  J.  L.  White  and  Levi  Hughes  gave  a  report  on  the  case.  On  the  fifth  Sunday  in 
April,  delegates  met  at  Ahoskie  for  the  annual  Bertie  Union  Meeting.  George  Hughes  and  h"a 
Odom  represented  Ross  Church. 

May  1860:  Worley  Rice  and  wife  were  granted  letters  of  dismissal.  The  church  agreed  on  a 
fund-raising  project  "for  the  purpose  of  raising  the  balance  due  on  the  house."  If  this  was  the 
"balance  due"  payment,  the  new  church  building  was  probably  completed.  The  cost  of  the 
building  was  not  recorded. 

June  1860:  W.  D.  Perry,  Kader  White,  and  Starkey  Mizelle  reported  on  a  case  of  misconduct 
against  A.  J.  Morris.  When  Morris  was  tried,  he  was  excluded  from  membership. 

August  1 860:  A  case  that  was  brought  before  conference  was  recorded  in  the  minutes  as  follows: 
"Brother  John  L.  Perry  was  charged  with  disorderly  conduct.  The  church  has  given  full  power  to 
a  committee  of  twelve  to  decide  upon  the  case  of  Brother  Perry,  out  of  doors  (out  of  conference), 
as  the  case  is  of  such  nature  that  it  will  not  do  to  bring  it  before  the  church.  The  committee  con- 
sists of  brethren  as  follows:  William  Mitchell,  Starkey  Mizelle,  Kader  White,  M.  L.  Mizelle, 
Josiah  Mizelle,  Henry  Mizelle,  John  Mitchell,  Starkey  Evans,  Johnson  White,  Whitmel  Hughes, 
William  Hoggard,  and  W.  D.  Perry. 

September  1860:  The  committee  of  twelve  reported  that  they  had  "settled  the  difficulty"  in  the 
John  L.  Perry  case.  The  investigating  committee  of  Cullen  Halsey,  Whitmel  Hughes,  and  W.  D. 
Perry  reported  on  a  case  of  disorderly  conduct  against  Riddick  Hughes  and  John  Hughes.  John 
was  restored  to  fellowship.  Riddick  was  expelled. 

October  1860:  A  committee  of  twelve  that  had  been  appointed  to  settle  a  "difficulty"  between 
Catherine  Hoggard  and  Jonathan  Evans  reported  to  conference.  Jonathan  was  expelled.  The  case 
against  Catherine  was  postponed.  Augustus  Oxley  and  Jonas  Evans  were  restored  to  fellowship 
after  a  long  absence. 

November  1 860:  Jacob  Todd  was  restored  to  fellowship  after  his  "so  long  absence." 

December  1860:  The  case  against  Catherine  Hoggard  came  before  conference  again;  she  was  ex- 
pelled. The  following  item  is  fi-om  the  minutes:  "West  Hughes  and  Sally  Freeman  were  charged 
with  disorderly  conduct.  A  committee  of  brethren  was  appointed  as  follows:  Ruffm  White,  Cul- 
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len  Halsey,  Miles  Hughes,  Kader  White,  Starkey  Mizelle,  Darius  Mitchell,  William  Jemigan, 
William  Perry,  George  Hughes,  John  Hoggard,  Nathaniel  Jemigan,  George  Jemigan,  and  Darius 
Hughes  to  wait  upon  them.  The  decision  of  the  committee  is  to  be  final,  as  the  power  of  the 
church  is  invested  in  them."  The  church  was  informed  of  the  death  of  William  A.  Oxley.  Wil- 
liam T.  Hughes  was  granted  a  letter  of  dismissal. 

Elder  Thomas  Hoggard  shared  the  pulpit  with  Edward  Pearce,  Moses  Mizelle,  and  (?)  King  dur- 
ing the  year  of  1 860.  The  year  ended  with  cases  of  misconduct  pending  against  several  members. 
The  new  church  building  failed  to  solve  the  problem  of  absenteeism  and  nonsupport  for  the 
church. 

THE  YEAR  OF  1 861 :  The  deacons  met  on  the  second  Sunday  of  January  and  agreed  to  call  El- 
der Thomas  Hoggard  as  pastor  for  the  year  of  1 86 1 .  They  agreed  to  pay  the  pastor  an  annual  sal- 
ary of  $50.00.  It  was  agreed  that  Moses  Mizelle  be  responsible  for  "attending  the  house  and  ta- 
ble." Due  to  disagreeable  winter  weather,  Ross  members  did  not  meet  for  regular  services  two 
weeks  later. 

February  1 861 :  Elmore  Dunlow  was  restored  to  fellowship.  Elmore  was  charged  with  disorderly 
conduct  during  September  of  I860.  Reuben  Harrison,  Johnson  White,  and  Levi  Hughes  investi- 
gated his  case.  After  hearing  a  case  of  disorderly  conduct  against  Isaac  Pugh  and  his  wife,  the 
church  dismissed  the  case.  Josiah  Mizelle,  Henry  Mizelle,  and  John  Mitchell  had  investigated  the 
Pugh  case.  West  Hughes  and  Sally  Freeman  were  excluded  fi-om  membership  for  disorderly  con- 
duct. Starkey  Jemigan  was  expelled  for  disorderly  conduct. 

March  1861:  William  Perry,  William  Hoggard,  Kader  White,  and  Moses  Mizelle  were  appointed 
delegates  to  the  meeting  of  the  Chowan  Association.  Riddick  Freeman  and  Martha  Miller  were 
granted  letters  of  dismissal. 

April  1 861 :  Frances  Lawrence  was  expelled  for  disorderly  conduct. 

May  1 861 :  William  H.  Hoggard  and  Cullen  A.  Halsey  were  ordained  as  Deacons.  Elder  James 
Delk  preached  the  ordination  sermon. 

June  1861:  Holly  Grove  was  the  site  for  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Bertie  Union.  William  H. 
Hoggard,  William  J.  Mitchell,  Johnson  White,  and  Ruffin  White  were  appointed  delegates  to  the 
meeting. 

July  1 861 :  Mary  Todd  was  expelled  for  disorderly  conduct. 

September  1 86 1 :  Mary  White  was  restored  to  fellowship  after  a  long  absence. 

November  1861:  Jonathan  Mizelle,  George  Mizelle,  and  Mary  Mizelle  were  granted  letters  of 
dismissal.  Eliza  Todd  was  expelled  from  church  after  being  charged  with  "disorder  by  conduct." 
Jarvis  Perry  was  charged  with  "a  long  absence"  and  expelled  from  church. 

William  Jordan,  James  Delk,  Ira  Odom,  Moses  Mizelle,  Jeremiah  Bunch,  and  Edward  Pearce  as- 
sisted Thomas  Hoggard  in  the  pulpit  during  1861.  Several  members  were  received  for  baptism, 
but  the  names  were  not  recorded. 
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THE  YEAR  OF  1862:  The  deacons  met  on  the  second  Sunday  in  Januar\  .  They  agreed  to  call 
Elder  Thomas  Hoggard  as  pastor  for  the  year  of  1862.  Mary  Mizelle,  the  wife  of  Moses  L. 
Mizelle  was  appointed  to  keep  the  church  building  in  order.  Her  annual  salary"  was  set  at  $5.00. 

There  were  no  worship  services  during  January  and  February  due  to  severe  winter  weather. 

March  1862:  William  J.  Mitchell,  Whitmel  Hughes,  and  Cullen  Halsey  were  appointed  delegates 
to  the  annual  meeting  of  the  association.  After  being  investigated  by  Levi  Hughes  and  Johnson 
WTiite.  Elmore  Dunlow  was  suspended  for  disorderly  conduct. 

April  1862:  Jacob  Todd  was  expelled  for  disorderly  conduct;  Jensey  Ann  Todd  for  the  same; 
Ann  Miller  for  the  same. 

August  1862:  A  charge  of  disorder  was  brought  against  Joseph  Br>'ant.  Joseph  was  cleared  of 
the  charge. 

December  1862:  William  H.  Hoggard  and  Martha  Ann  Hoggard  were  granted  letters  of  dis- 
missal. Marina  C.  White  was  charged  with  disorder  and  expelled.  Mar>  Dunlow  was  charged 
with  disorder  and  expelled. 

The  names  of  Ned  Pierce  and  Alexander  Thompson  appeared  in  the  minutes  of  1862.  These 
names  had  not  appeared  before. 

THE  YEAR  OF  1863:  The  deacons  met  on  the  second  Simday  of  January  and  agreed  to  call  El- 
der Thomas  Hoggard  as  pastor  for  the  year  of  1863.  Moses  Mizelle  agreed  to  "keep  the  house" 
during  1863  on  one  condition:  "TTiat  the  treasurer  pay  him  for  keeping  the  house  the  previous 
year."  During  the  meeting  the  following  Saturday,  Williamson  Butler  was  granted  a  letter  of 
dismissal. 

Februarv  1863:  On  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday,  Ross  Church  excused  all  members  that 
had  complied  with  the  "Conscription  Law  (*).  until  they  were  more  at  libert>'."  Mar\'  Ann  Cale 
was  expelled  for  disorder.  It  is  not  recorded  in  the  minutes,  but  it  is  evident  that  Elder  Thomas 
Hoggard  resigned  as  pastor  during  that  meeting.  He  had  accepted  the  position  of  pastor  at  Cape- 
hart's  Church. 

(*)  During  the  early  period  of  the  Civil  War,  the  Confederacy  enacted  the  "Conscription  Act." 
The  "Act"  required  all  able-bodied  men  ages  18  through  35  (45  if  unmarried)  to  serve  in  the 
North  Carolina  Militia,  Several  of  the  members  that  complied  with  the  Act  were  transferred  to 
the  State  of  Georgia.  Some  of  the  members  reftised  to  comply  with  the  Act  and  volimteered  to 
serve  in  the  Union  forces  against  the  Confederacy.  Several  of  the  members  in  the  Union  forces 
served  in  Bertie  County,  and  were  known  as  members  of  the  famed  Buffalo  Company  com- 
manded by  Capt.  Calvin  Hoggard.  According  to  published  information,  some  of  the  members  of 
Ross  Church  fought  as  enemies  during  this  terrible  conflict.  All  members  engaged  in  the  conflict 
w  ere  excused  from  attending  church  the  duration  of  the  war. 

March  1863:  Quoted  from  the  minutes:  "On  the  fifth  Lord's  day  in  March,  the  church  at  Rosses 
met  for  the  purpes  (purpose)  of  collecting  (calling)  a  pastor  for  the  following  year.  After  reading 
a  potion  (portion)  of  the  scripture,  and  prair  (prayer),  cum  (we  met)  together  in  conference. 
Brother  Jeremiah  Bunch  was  called  to  the  ministry  for  the  church.  Brother  William  J.  Mitchell 
was  pinted  (appointed)  to  inform  Brother  Bunch  of  the  call."  According  to  the  1863  minutes,  El- 
der Bunch  did  not  accept  the  position  as  pastor. 
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April  1863:  W.  J.  Mitchell,  Whit  Hughes,  and  Cullen  Hasley  were  appointed  delegates  to  the 
next  meeting  of  the  association. 

May  1 863:  The  deacons  met  on  the  fifth  Sunday  to  discuss  the  prospects  of  filling  the  vacancy  in 
the  pulpit.  They  agreed  to  call  Eider  A.  M.  Craig  as  pastor.  When  Elder  Craig  was  informed  of 
the  call,  he  declined  to  accept. 

June  1863:  Aquilla  Castellow  was  restored  to  fellowship,  then  requested  a  letter  of  dismissal. 
The  letter  was  granted.  Mary  J.  Gregory  was  granted  a  letter  of  dismissal.  Margaret  Butler  was 
expelled  for  disorderly  conduct. 

October  1 863,  Saturday  meeting:  Lodowick  Pierce  was  received  as  a  member  by  letter. 

November  1863:  On  Thursday  before  the  second  Sunday,  the  deacons  met  to  discuss  the  salary 
for  a  prospective  pastor.  They  agreed  to  offer  Elder  Thomas  Hoggard  an  annual  salary  of  $75.00 
to  become  pastor  again.  Elder  Hoggard  declined  the  offer.  Mary  Mizelle  agreed  to  keep  the 
house  during  1864  for  a  salary  of  $5.00.  During  the  Saturday  meeting,  Ann  R.  Phelps  was 
granted  a  letter  of  dismissal. 

December  1863,  Saturday  business  meeting.  The  church  agreed  to  call  Elder  Jeremiah  Bunch 
again  to  become  pastor,  and  to  offer  him  an  annual  salary  of  $100.00.  Elder  Bunch  accepted. 

After  Elder  Thomas  Hoggard  resigned  during  the  month  of  February,  the  church  survived  the  re- 
mainder of  the  year  without  a  pastor.  Edward  Pearce,  A.  M.  Craig,  Henry  White,  and  Jeremiah 
Bunch  preached  occasionally  as  substitutes. 

THE  YEAR  OF  1864:  On  the  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday  in  January,  Elder  Jeremiah 
Bunch  preached  his  first  sermon  as  pastor.  After  worship  services,  Rebecca  Wilson  was  granted  a 
letter  of  dismissal. 

February  1 864,  Saturday  meeting:  Harlea  Mizelle  was  received  by  letter. 

March  1864:  William  J.  Mitchel,  Cullen  A.  Halsey,  and  Whitmel  H.  Hughes  were  appointed 
delegates  to  the  meeting  of  the  association. 

June  1864:  Jesse  Harrell  was  excused  after  being  charged  with  disorder.  Jacqueline  Hoggard 
was  charged  with  disorder.  Johnson  White  and  Hardy  Johnson  had  investigated  the  case.  When 
they  reported,  Jacqueline  was  expelled. 

September  1864,  Saturday:  Mary  Hughes  was  excluded  from  the  church  for  disorderly  conduct. 

November  1 864:  After  being  charged  with  disorderly  conduct,  Frances  Miller  was  excluded  from 
membership.  Amanda  Cale  was  granted  a  letter  of  dismissal. 

December  1864:  The  deacons  met  on  the  first  Sunday.  The  deacons  agreed  to  call  Elder 
Jeremiah  Bunch  as  pastor.  His  annual  salary  was  set  at  $100.00.  Elder  Bunch  accepted. 

All  the  charges  for  disorderly  conduct  during  1863  and  1864,  were  brought  against  women.  This 
is  probably  because  the  younger  men  were  absent  due  to  the  Civil  War. 
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THE  YEAR  OF  1865:  The  meetings  for  January  and  February  were  rained  out.  During  the 
March  meeting,  Moses  L.  Mizelle,  Kader  White,  and  Cullen  Halsey  were  appointed  to  attend  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Chowan  Association. 

June  1 865:  George  D.  Ward  requested  a  letter  of  dismissal,  which  was  granted. 
July  1865:  Rebecca  Ann  Barnes  was  granted  a  letter  of  dismissal. 

Confederate  forces  surrendered  to  Union  forces  during  the  spring  of  1865,  ending  the  Civil  War, 
and  slavery.  Former  slaves  were  given  appropriate  surnames  for  identification.  All  former  slaves 
mentioned  thereafter  would  be  identified  by  their  full  name. 

August  1865:  Elder  Henry  White  died  August  25,  1865.  He  was  a  member  of  Capehart's  church 
at  the  time  of  his  death. 

October  1865:  Elizabeth  Mizelle  was  charged  with  disorderly  conduct.  She  was  tried  and  ex- 
pelled. Mary  C.  Jemigan  ,  former  slave,  was  excluded  from  membership  for  disorderly  conduct. 
Nancy  Maddry,  former  slave,  was  charged  with  disorderly  conduct.  She  was  excluded.  Mary  C. 
Boswell  was  excluded  for  disorderly  conduct. 

November  1865:  Jesse  Harrell  and  Elisha  Todd  were  charged  with  disorderly  conduct.  Both 
were  tried  and  forgiven. 

December  1 865:  The  deacons  met  on  the  second  Sunday  of  December.  They  agreed  to  call  Elder 
Thomas  Hoggard  as  pastor,  and  set  his  annual  salary  at  $100.00.  Elder  Hoggard  accepted  the  call 
on  the  condition  that  Elder  Moses  Mizelle  become  associate  pastor.  Hoggard  informed  the 
church  that  it  would  not  be  possible  for  him  to  attend  every  service.  Elder  Hoggard  was  already 
pastor  at  Capehart's  and  Connaritsa  Churches  at  that  time.  Christian  Harrison  was  appointed  to 
"keep  the  house  and  stove  for  the  incoming  year,"  at  a  salary  of  $7.00.  During  the  Saturday 
meeting,  William  H.  Todd  was  excused  for  disorderly  conduct.  Jonas  and  Nancy  Evans  were 
granted  letters  of  dismissal. 

THE  YEAR  OF  1866:  On  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday  in  February,  John  Hughes  was  ex- 
cused on  a  charge  of  disorder. 

March  1866:  John  Mitchell,  William  Carter,  and  Josiah  Mizelle  investigated  Jonathan  Williford 
for  his  long  absence.  When  the  committee  reported  at  the  February  meeting,  Williford  was  ex- 
cluded from  membership.  Carolyn  White,  former  slave,  was  charged  with  disorderly  conduct. 
She  was  tried  and  excluded  from  fellowship. 

May  1866:  Martha  Burch,  Penelope  Carter,  Mary  Jemigan,  and  Penelope  Jemigan  were  received 
by  letter.  William  H.  Hughes  was  restored  to  fellowship.  A  case  of  disorderly  conduct  against 
Elisha  Todd  was  dismissed.  Silvia  White,  former  slave,  was  granted  a  letter  of  dismissal. 

June  meeting  1866:  The  church  agreed  that  the  roll  for  all  "colored"  members  be  called  and  all 
absent  members  be  noted. 

July  1 866:  The  church  agreed  to  grant  letters  to  Alonzo  Hoggard,  his  wife  Nancy;  Calvin  Hog- 
gard, Blunt  Hoggard,  Hasty  Cobb,  and  Rachel  Wynn. 

August  1866:  Nancy  Mizelle  was  received  into  membership  by  letter. 
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September  1866:  Johnson  L.  White,  Joseph  Bryant,  and  John  Hughes  investigated  Manasseh 
White  on  a  charge  of  disorderly  conduct.  When  Manasseh  was  tried,  he  was  forgiven.  The 
prayer  of  George  Fleetwood  adjourned  the  September  meeting. 

November  1866:  The  deacons  met  the  first  Tuesday  in  November.  It  was  agreed  that  Elder 
Thomas  Hoggard  be  called  as  pastor  for  the  year  of  1867.  Elder  Moses  Mizelle  agreed  to  assist 
the  pastor  another  year.  Elizabeth  Pugh  was  appointed  to  keep  the  house.  During  the  Saturday 
meeting,  William  Jemigan  was  excused  for  his  long  absence.  Haywood  Todd  was  excluded  from 
membership  for  disorderly  conduct.  Rountree  Holley,  former  slave,  was  granted  a  letter  of  dis- 
missal. 

During  1 866,  former  slaves  began  to  leave  Ross  Church:  Some  through  exclusions,  others 
through  transfer  of  letters. 

THE  YEAR  OF  1 867:  At  the  Saturday  meeting  in  January,  the  church  ordered  the  treasurer  to 
pay  Penelope  Harrison  $7.50  for  keeping  the  house  during  1866.  Browning  Wynn  requested  a 
letter  of  dismissal,  which  was  granted. 

February  1 867:  Thomas  H.  Johnson  was  granted  a  letter  of  dismissal. 

March  1867,  Saturday  meeting.  Miles  Hughes  and  Levi  Hughes  were  appointed  delegates  to  the 
meeting  of  the  Chowan  Association.  William  D.  Perry.  Whitmel  H.  Hughes,  Miles  Hughes,  Ka- 
der  White,  and  CuUen  A.  Halsey  were  appointed  to  "settle  a  difficulty"  between  William  Jemigan 
and  Jarvis  Mitchell. 

March  1867:  Nancy  Johnson  and  Eliza  Dunlow  were  charged  with  disorderly  conduct.  Both 
were  expelled  from  the  church.  Betty  J.  Thompson  was  granted  a  letter  of  dismissal. 

May  1 867:  During  the  Saturday  meeting,  Granson  Jemigan  was  received  by  letter.  Belinda  Wil- 
son was  received  for  baptism.  Ann  Pierce  was  expelled  for  disorderly  conduct.  Priscilla  Harrell, 
Martha  Harrell,  and  Elizabeth  White  had  been  charged  with  disorderly  conduct.  Jonathan  White, 
William  Jemigan,  and  Jesse  Harrell  investigated  them.  When  the  committee  reported,  Priscilla 
Harrell  and  Elizabeth  White  were  forgiven.  Harriet  Freeman  was  granted  a  letter  of  dismissal. 

June  1867:  On  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday,  Mary  E.  Oxley,  Mary  Cowan,  and  Frussy 
Cowan  were  expelled  for  disorderly  conduct.  During  the  same  meeting,  another  matter  of  busi- 
ness was  settled.  The  clerk  recorded  the  business  in  the  minutes  as  follows:  "A  query  was  intro- 
duced: 'Is  it  consistent  with  the  spirit  of  the  gospel  for  members  of  the  Baptist  Church  to  sing  and 
play  their  play  songs?'  A  resolution  was  passed  prohibiting  members  from  playing  and  singing." 

July  1 867:  Martha  Harrell  was  excused  for  disorderly  conduct. 

August  1 867:  During  the  month  the  church  held  a  protracted  meeting.  On  the  Fourth  Sunday,  the 
church  met  "down  to  the  water"  for  a  baptismal  service.  According  to  the  minutes,  fifty-six  were 
baptized,  and  three  were  restored  to  fellowship.  The  names  were  not  recorded  in  the  minutes. 

October  1867:  Three  with  letters  from  Colerain  Church  were  received  as  members.  Nancy  Bry- 
ant was  expelled  for  disorderly  conduct.  William  Perry,  Kader  White,  and  William  Halsey  had 
investigated  Nancy.  Adeline  Castellow  was  expelled  for  disorderly  conduct. 


64 


December  1 867,  Saturday  meeting:  Following  is  an  entry  from  the  minutes.  "There  was  a  peti- 
tion (request)  for  a  letter  of  dismission  (dismissal)  by  a  colored  woman,  Celia  Outlaw.  A  motion 
with  a  second  that  a  letter  be  granted  her.  After  some  reflection  and  consultation  among  the 
brethren  the  motion  was  withdrawn,  and  there  was  a  charge  brought  against  her  for  disorderly 
conduct.  A  motion  with  a  second,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  see  her  and  mvestigate  the 
matter,  and  be  ready  to  report  at  the  next  meeting.  Brothers  Whitmel  Hughes,  Starkey  Evans,  and 
James  Perry  was  the  committee." 

According  to  the  treasurer's  report,  expenditures  by  the  church  for  the  year  of  1867  was  $11 7.05, 
including  salaries.  Balance  in  the  treasury  after  paying  bills  was  $0.80. 

THE  YEAR  OF  1868:  During  January,  Kenneth  White,  Granson  Jemigan,  and  Nathaniel  Jemi- 
gan,  Jr.  were  forgiven  for  disorderly  conduct.  Black  members  Jacob  Wilson  and  wife,  Maria 
Wilson,  were  granted  letters  of  dismissal. 

February  1 868:  Black  member  Celia  Outlaw  was  expelled  for  disorderly  conduct.  Black  member 
Lucy  Holley  was  granted  a  letter  of  dismissal.  The  church  agreed  that  "all  the  colored  male 
members  should  attend  church  at  our  regular  meetings,  and  answer  to  thire  (their)  names,  or  be 
charged  with  being  absent  and  dealt  with  accordingly." 

March  1 868:  Letters  of  dismissal  were  granted  to  Henry  J.  Britt  and  wife.  Black  member  George 
White  was  expelled  for  disorderly  conduct. 

April  1868:  During  the  Saturday  meeting,  Alfred  J.  Waterfield  was  forgiven  for  disorderly  con- 
duct. William  Perry,  Whitmel  Hughes,  Miles  Hughes,  and  Kader  White  had  investigated  Alfred. 
Jan  Johnson  and  Nancy  J.  White  were  expelled  for  disorderly  conduct. 

June  1 868:  Christian  Hughes  was  received  into  membership  by  letter.  John  O.Hoggard  was  for- 
given for  his  long  absence.  Members  of  color,  Jacob  White  and  wife,  Harriet;  Nelsen  Holly  and 
wife,  Harriet;  Betty  White,  and  Abel  Hoggard  were  granted  letters  of  dismissal. 

August  1868:  William  J.  White  was  expelled  from  the  church  for  disorder.  Eli  Hoggard  was  ex- 
pelled and  "racid  (erased)  from  the  book  for  his  long  absence."  Black  member  Abram  Mebane 
was  granted  a  letter  of  dismissal. 

September  1868,  Saturday  meeting:  Tom  Perry  and  wife  Nancy  were  granted  letters  of  dismissal. 
The  clerk  reported  that  twenty-three  members  were  received  through  baptism  during  a  protracted 
meeting  in  September.  The  names  were  not  recorded. 

October  1868:  Starkey  Jemigan  and  Sarah  J.  Morris  were  restored  to  fellowship.  Elisha  Todd 
was  granted  a  letter  of  dismissal. 

November  1868:  William  Baker  was  received  into  membership  by  letter.  During  the  business 
session,  a  matter  was  discussed  by  the  church  as  follows:  "A  query  was  handed  in  as  follows:  'If 
a  member  takes  their  letter  from  the  church,  but  fails  to  join  another  church,  should  they  be 
charged  with  disorder?'  The  answer  was  in  the  affirmative."  On  another  matter,  a  motion  was 
carried  "that  thare  (there)  be  no  more  preaching  on  meeting  days,  only  on  pertickler  (particular) 
surcumstanses  (circumstances)." 

December  1868:  Black  members  Noah  Mizelle,  William  Castellow,  Sam  Jemigan  and  wife,  were 
granted  letters  of  dismissal.  George  Mizelle  was  expelled  for  disorder.  The  church  appointed  J. 
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H.  Mizell  to  keep  the  house  during  1869  at  a  salary  of  $6.00.  John  Mizelle  was  appointed  to  keep 
the  stove.  The  salary  for  keeping  the  stove  was  set  at  $3.00. 

Elder  Moses  Mizelle  equally  divided  the  preaching  with  Elder  Thomas  Hoggard  duuring  1868. 
Visiting  speakers  for  the  year  were  Elder  (?)  Luke,  and  Elder  Edward  Pearce. 

THE  YEAR  OF  1869:  On  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday  in  January,  Henry  Johnson  was  re- 
ceived by  letter.  Ann  Mitchell  was  restored  to  fellowship.  Black  member  Catina  White  was  re- 
stored to  fellowship.  William  H.  Jemigan  was  granted  a  letter  of  dismissal. 

February  1869:  Jonathan  Mizelle  and  wife  were  excused  for  disorder.  Miles  H.  Pugh  was 
granted  a  letter  of  dismissal.  Retha  Johnson  was  received  into  membership  by  letter. 

March  1869:  Kader  White,  William  Perry,  Whitmel  Hughes,  and  John  Mitchell  were  elected 
delegates  to  attend  the  next  meeting  of  the  Chowan  Association.  Mary  Harrell,  George  Harrell, 
and  Edward  E.  Davis  were  charged  with  disorderly  conduct.  They  were  excluded  from  member- 
ship. 

April  1869,  Saturday  meeting:  A  charge  of  disorderly  conduct  was  brought  against  Kader 
Harrison  and  Kenneth  White.  They  were  forgiven  and  restored  to  fellowship.  During  the  meet- 
ing, Elder  Moses  Mizelle  presented  a  matter  of  business  for  the  church  to  decide.  The  business 
was  in  the  form  of  a  query  as  follows:  "Is  not  a  church  member  chargeable  for  the  sin  of  fornica- 
tion when  having  a  baby  in  a  few  months  after  marriage?"  After  some  discussion,  the  church 
agreed  that  a  mem.ber  would  be  chargeable  for  fornication. 

May  1 869:  On  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday,  William  S.  Adams  and  Joseph  Miller  were  re- 
ceived by  letter.  John  O.  Hoggard  was  excused  for  his  long  absence. 

June  1869:  George  W.  White  was  excluded  for  disorderly  conduct.  Henry  Hughes  was  granted  a 
letter  of  dismissal.  Black  members  Noah  Holley  and  Moses  Cowan  were  granted  letters  of  dis- 
missal. 

July  1 869:  Basha  Todd  was  received  by  letter.  Black  member  Minor  Hoggard  was  restored;  then 
granted  a  letter  of  dismissal.  Joseph  White  was  expelled  for  his  long  absence.  Elizabeth  Hughes 
was  charged  with  disorder;  then  forgiven.  Mary  Todd  and  Elizabeth  Todd  were  granted  letters  of 
dismissal.  The  church  agreed  that  the  church  building  should  be  underpinned  and  appointed  a 
committee  to  get  the  work  done.  Members  of  the  committee  were  Kader  White,  William  Perry, 
Whit  H.  Hughes,  J.  Mitchell,  William  Mitchell,  P.  B.  Stilley,  J.  L.  White,  S.  E.  Mizelle,  and  Elvin 
D.  Hoggard. 

August  1869:  During  the  Saturday  business  meeting,  Martha  A.  Johnson  was  received  by  letter. 
Dossey  Outlaw  closed  the  meeting  in  prayer. 

September  1869:  Henry  Harrison  was  forgiven  for  disorderly  conduct.  Black  members  West 
White,  Nazor  Hoggard,  Lucy  Butler,  and  Jenny  Dempsey  were  granted  letters  of  dismissal. 

November  1869:  Nancy  Bryant  was  restored  to  fellowship.  Elizabeth  White  was  expelled  for 
disorderly  conduct.  Nathan  Mitchell  was  granted  a  letter  of  dismissal. 
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Ira  Odom,  Edward  Pearce,  Jesse  Matthews,  Joseph  White,  Moses  Mizelle,  and  B.  B.  Williams  as- 
sisted Thomas  Hoggard  with  the  preaching  during  1 869. 

THE  YEAR  OF  1870:  On  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday  in  January,  John  Perry  was  charged 
with  disorderly  conduct  and  expelled  from  church.  Frances  White  was  restored  to  fellowship. 
Sarah  White  and  Harriet  Hoggard  requested  letters  of  dismissal,  which  were  granted.  Jonathan 
White  was  charged  with  disorderly  conduct.  After  being  investigated,  Jonathan  was  forgiven. 

February  1870:  William  Perry  was  excluded  from  membership  for  disorderly  conduct.  William 
Baker  was  charged  with  "playing  and  merrymaking."  During  the  same  meeting,  the  church 
agreed  that  all  members  charged  with  merrymaking  in  the  future,  would  be  charged  with  disor- 
derly conduct.  Kenneth  White  was  expelled  for  disorderly  conduct.  Starkey  Mizelle,  James 
Castellow,  Elisha  Hoggard,  and  Whitmel  Hughes  were  appointed  to  settle  "a  difficulty  between 
William  Baker  and  Martha  White." 

March  1870:  Miles  Mizelle,  Winifred  Mizelle,  Nancy  Sessoms,  and  Elijah  Miller  were  granted 
letters  of  dismissal.  James  B.  Stilley,  John  Mitchell,  Whitmel  Hughes,  and  William  Mitchell 
were  elected  to  attend  the  next  meeting  of  the  association.  The  case  between  William  Baker  and 
Martha  White  was  "laid  over." 

April  1 870,  Saturday  meeting:  Harriet  Cale  requested  and  was  granted  a  letter  of  dismissal.  The 
names  of  all  members  that  had  not  paid  their  dues  were  read  in  church.  Kader  White  was  ap- 
pointed to  see  all  the  members  on  the  list  and  "find  out  why  they  have  not  paid."  The  case  be- 
tween William  Baker  and  Martha  White  was  "laid  over." 

May  1 870:  The  committee  reported  on  the  case  of  William  Baker  and  Martha  White.  They  were 
unable  to  settle  the  difficulty  and  William  Baker  was  excluded  from  membership.  Martha's  case 
was  "laid  over." 

July  1870:  Cullen  Halsey  was  investigated  for  disorderly  conduct.  He  was  tried  and  excluded 
from  membership.  The  committee  on  the  case  of  Martha  White  reported.  After  hearing  the  re- 
port, the  church  excluded  Martha  White,  Catherine  White,  and  Elizabeth  White. 

August  1870:  Jacqueline  Hoggard  was  restored  to  fellowship.  William  P.  Mitchell  was  investi- 
gated, tried,  and  excluded  for  disorderly  conduct.  Pemecy  Williams  was  granted  a  letter  of  dis- 
missal. 

September  1870:  The  church  held  a  protracted  meeting  and  received  sixteen  for  baptism.  Three 
were  restored  to  fellowship. 

October  1870:  On  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday,  George  Harrell  was  restored  to  fellowship. 
Three  were  received  for  baptism.  Elizabeth  Pugh  and  Elizabeth  C  Pugh  were  expelled.  Nathaniel 
Jemigan  was  expelled.  S.  E.  Mizelle,  Thaddeus  T.  Mizelle,  and  James  Stilley  had  investigated 
Nathaniel.  Levina  White  was  tried  for  disorderly  conduct.  She  was  forgiven. 

November  1870:  Levina  Myers  and  Harriet  Ray  were  received  by  letter.  James  Mizelle  and 
Henry  Phelps  were  granted  letters  of  dismissal. 

B.  B.  Williams,  Edward  Pearce,  Joseph  White,  and  Ira  Odom  assisted  Thomas  Hoggard  in  the 
pulpit  during  1870. 
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THE  YEAR  OF  1871:  On  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday  in  January,  George  Mitchell  was 
expelled  for  disorderly  conduct.  James  B.  Stilley  requested  a  letter  of  dismissal,  which  was 
granted.  Mary  Mizelle  agreed  to  keep  the  house  during  1871  for  $6.00.  J.  B.  Mizelle  agreed  to 
keep  the  stove  for  $3.00.  Following  is  a  report  from  the  minutes:  "Brothers  Jonathan  White,  Jo- 
seph Miller,  Meady  White,  Henry  Harrison,  and  Jesse  C.  White  were  all  charged  with  disorderly 
conduct.  A  committee  of  the  deacons  along  with,  J.  Jemigan,  James  Castellow,  and  J.  B.  Mizelle 
were  appointed  to  inquire  into  reports  in  circulation." 

February  1871,  Saturday  meeting:  Thaddeus  T.  Mizelle  and  wife;  William  R.  Cale,  and  Martha 
Churchfield  requested  and  were  granted  letters  of  dismissal.  The  following  was  quoted  from  the 
minutes:  "A  charge  of  playing  and  marymaking  (merrymaking)  was  brought  agance  (against)  the 
Following:  John  Hughes,  Levi  Hughes,  William  H.  Williford,  William  R.  Harrison,  Ann  Shaw, 
Winifred  Cowan,  Henry  Cowan,  Hetty  Cowan,  Mary  Hughes,  Belinda  Perry,  Sarah  Butler,  Mary 
White,  Martha  Cowan,  Henry  Dunlow,  George  W.  Dunlow,  Leonard  L.  Sewell,  and  William  H. 
White." 

March  1871:  During  he  Saturday  business  meeting  the  church  tried  several  members  that  were 
charged  with  merrymaking  and  excluded  Henry  Harrison,  Levi  Hughes,  William  H.  Williford, 
Winifred  Cowan,  Belinda  Perry,  William  H.  White,  William  F.  White,  and  Abigail  Johnson.  The 
cases  of  merrymaking  against  Meady  White,  Martha  Cowan,  Maryliza  Baker,  Elizabeth  Baker, 
Alice  Miller,  Nancy  Perry,  Anastasia  White,  Elizabeth  Todd,  Frussy  Todd,  and  Frances  White 
were  continued. 

April  1871,  Saturday  meeting:  The  church  agreed  that  all  members  charged  with  merrymaking 
should  be  forgiven.  Sarah  Butler  was  excluded  for  disorderly  conduct.  The  membership  agreed 
to  raise  ftinds  for  foreign  missions. 

May  1871:  Nancy  C.  Mitchell  was  received  by  letter.  Augustus  Coefield  was  granted  a  letter  of 
dismissal. 

June  1 871 :  Mary  Hoggard  requested  and  was  granted  a  letter  of  dismissal. 

July  1871:  On  Saturday,  Doctor  Williams  was  received  by  letter.  Christine  Powell,  Joseph 
White,  and  Manasseh  White  were  forgiven  for  "their  long  absence."  Martha  Butler  was  charged 
with  disorder  and  excluded.  Mary  F.  White  was  granted  a  letter  of  dismissal. 

August  1871:  John  Hoggard  and  James  E.  Mitchell  were  excused  for  their  long  absence.  Mariah 
Boswell  was  granted  a  letter  of  dismissal. 

September  1871:  William  A.  Waterfield,  and  wife,  were  excused  for  their  long  absence.  James 
E.  Mitchell,  James  Evans,  and  Judith  Mizell  were  excluded  for  disorderly  conduct. 

October  1871:  Christine  Powell  and  Temperance  Todd  were  expelled  for  absenteeism.  The 
church  was  informed  that  $10.50  had  been  collected  for  the  "missionary  fund"  during  1871. 

The  clerk  reported  "very  bad  weather"  during  November  and  December.  All  business  was  "laid 
over"  until  January. 

THE  YEAR  OF  1872:  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday  in  January,  Martha  T.  Myers  was  re- 
ceived by  letter.  William  T.  Jemigan  was  charged  with  disorderly  conduct  and  expelled.  The 
church  agreed  to  pay  J.  B.  Mizelle  $9.00  for  keeping  the  house  during  1871.  Agreed  to  pay  Wil- 
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liam  J.  Jemigan  $9.00  to  keep  the  house  for  the  year  of  1872.  A  special  committee  comprised  of 
Whitmel  Hughes,  Miles  Hughes,  and  William  D.  Perry  was  appointed  to  investigate  members  that 
were  involved  in  "merrymaking,  and  the  like." 

February  1 872,  Saturday  meeting:  After  the  committee  on  merrymaking  reported,  the  church 
agreed  to  abolish  the  rules  against  "playing  and  merrymaking." 

March  1872:  Kader  White,  Whitmel  H.  Hughes,  and  William  D.  Perry  were  elected  delegates  to 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Chowan  Association.  The  church  agreed  to  give  each  delegate  $2.00  to 
cover  expenses,  and  send  $2.50  to  the  association. 

April  1872:  Ann  Jemigan  was  received  into  membership  by  letter.  Jonathan  White  was  expelled 
for  disorderly  conduct. 

June  1872,  Saturday  meeting:  Frances  Evans  was  received  by  letter.  Henry  Dunlow  was  charged 
with  disorderly  conduct;  then  forgiven.  The  clerk  was  instructed  to  submit  a  list  of  all  "long  ab- 
sentees." The  church  agreed  that  all  "absent  members  shall  give  their  own  excuse." 

July  1872:  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Sunday,  Zorah  W.  White  and  William  D.  White  were  re- 
ceived by  letter.  When  the  clerk  submitted  his  list  of  absentees,  Elizabeth  Corbet,  Mary  C.  Mor- 
ris, Martha  J.  Todd,  Joseph  E.  Corbet,  Amanda  S.  Cowan,  Frances  Pugh,  Emiline  Marriot,  and 
William  Pugh  were  excluded  from  membership  for  absenteeism.  James  T.  Carter  requested  a 
letter  of  dismissal,  which  was  granted.  There  was  a  motion  to  adjourn.  Prayer  by  Roling  B.  Jer- 
nigan.  Johnson  L.  White,  Clerk.  Elder  Thomas  Hoggard,  Moderator. 

This  concludes  the  first  seventy  years  of  minutes  recorded  by  Ross  Baptist  Church.  Elder  Tho- 
mas Hoggard  continued  to  serve  as  pastor  until  1878.  With  the  exception  of  two  years,  Elder 
James  Ross  served  as  the  first  pastor  for  thirty-two  years.  Elder  Thomas  Hoggard,  the  second 
pastor,  served  a  total  of  forty  years  as  pastor  -  a  remarkable  record.  During  the  first  seventy-five 
years  of  Ross  Church  history,  ministers  from  its  membership  that  assisted  the  pastors  were  Ish- 
mael  "Isma"  Yeats,  William  Jones  Newbem,  Henry  White,  Moses  L.  Mizelle,  Ira  Odom,  John 
Hoggard,  and  Joseph  White.  Some  of  the  assistants  were  called  to  pastor  other  churches.  Those 
members  probably  served  during  the  most  difficult  years  in  the  history  of  the  church.  We  should 
remember  them,  not  as  disorderly  people,  but  as  members  dedicated  to  the  preservation  of  a  place 
of  worship  that  its  membership  enjoys  today. 


THE  ROSS  CHURCH  SCHOOLHOUSE 

During  the  late  1800s,  Bertie  County  built  many  "segregated"  one-room  schoolhouses.  One  of 
the  schoolhouses  was  named  the  Ross  Church  Schoolhouse,  and  was  located  near  the  church 
building.  Many  stories  have  been  told  about  the  activities  of  the  old  Ross  School.  The  old  Wind- 
sor Ledger  published  an  article  on  those  activities  oi\  March  27,  1902.  Mrs.  Bertha  Hoggard 
Brown,  a  former  student  of  the  school,  shared  the  old  newspaper  clipping  with  Neil  Baker  in 
August  of  1998.  Neil  typed  the  story  from  the  clipping  and  shared  it  with  us.  Mrs.  Brown  was 
bom  in  1902,  and  still  lives  at  age  ninety-eight.  It  is  believed  that  she  is  the  only  living  former 
student  to  attend  Ross  School  before  the  year  of  1920.  There  are  many  familiar  names  in  the  arti- 
cle, perhaps  some  of  your  ancestors.  Mr.  John  T.  Hoggard  is  identified  as  the  teacher.  He  was 
the  father  of  Virtle  Hoggard  Speller.  The  article  describes  the  closing  of  the  school  year. 
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"Interesting  School  Closing 


Mr.  John  T.  Hoggard's  School  in  District  No. 6  Has  a  Large  and 
Interesting  Closing  at  Ross  Church 


CROWD  SO  IMMENSE  FLOOR  GIVES  IN 

The  following  is  a  program  of  the  closing  entertainment  given  by  Mr.  John  T.  Hoggard's  school  at 
Ross  Church  Saturday  night  March  15,  1902,  in  district  No.  6,  white  race,  in  Windsor  Township. 

Recitation:  Pop,  by  Miss  Mary  Harrison. 

Dialogue:  The  Farmer  Boy  and  The  City  Dude,  by  Grover  Castelow  <&,  James  H.  Cowand. 
Recitation:  The  Old  Canoe,  by  Miss  Nonie  Cowand. 

Dialogue:  Going  to  School,  by  Misses  Nancy  Cowand,  Janie  Hoggard,  Lucy  Harrison,  and 

Messrs  William  Harrison,  Aulcy  Cowand,  J.  Pittman  Hoggard  &  James  H.  Cowand. 
Recitation:  The  Scottish  Exile,  by  Miss  Mary  Butler. 

Dialogue:  The  Bad  Church  Man,  by  Messrs  Luther  Cowand  &  Johnnie  Butler. 
Recitation:  I  Wish  I  Was  A  Man,  by  Miss  Annie  Butler. 

Dialogue:  A  Wise  Selection,  by  Misses  Mary  E.  Hoggard,  Victoria  Cowand,  Cassie  Hoggard, 
and  Messrs  Johnnie  Hoggard,  Walter  Butler  &  Starkey  Cowand. 

Recitation:  Miss  Grimshaw's  Mistake,  by  Misses  Annie  Perry,  Rebecca  Pierce,  May  Cowand, 
Annie  Butler,  Cassie  Hoggard  &  Victoria  Cowand. 

Dialogue:  Educating  to  a  Purpose  in  Possum  Ridge  School,  by  Miss  Annie  Butler,  Messrs 
James  H.  Cowand  &  Lossie  R.  White. 

Recitation:  The  Grumpy  Old  Bachelor,  by  Dorsey  Castellow. 

Dialogue:  The  Sun  and  His  Satellites,  by  Wm.  S.  Hoggard,  Jos.  Hoggard,  Jos.  Harrison,  Johnnie 

Cowand,  William  Harrison,  J.  Pittman  Hoggard  &  Raliegh  Hoggard. 
Recitation:  The  Lips  That  Touch  Liquor  Will  Never  Touch  Mine. 
Dialogue:  May  Celebration,  by  a  number  of  boys  and  girls. 
Recitation:  Old  Sugar's  Courtship,  by  Mr.  Frank  Cowand. 

Dialogue:  Cruelty  Is  Not  Courage,  by  Misses  Mary  Hoggard,  Nancy  Cowand,  Mary  Harrison, 

Messrs  Starkey  Cowand  &  Grover  Castellow. 
Negro  Dialect:  De  Pint  Wid  Old  Pete,  by  Messrs  John  T.  Hoggard  &  Walter  Butler. 
Dialogue:  Swinging  On  The  Gate,  by  Miss  Cassie  Hoggard  &  Mr.  John  T.  Hoggard. 
Negro  Dialect:  The  Darky  Boot  Black,  by  Messrs  William  D.  Hoggard  &  John  T.  Hoggard. 
Song:  The  Old  North  State  Forever,  by  Misses  Cassie  Hoggard,  Mary  Hoggard,  Annie  Perry, 

Annie  Butler,  May  Cowand,  Victoria  Cowand,  Messrs  John  T.  Hoggard  &  Walter  Butler. 

The  above  program  was  one  of  the  best  the  writer  ever  witnessed.  It  was  well  arranged.  Mr. 
Hoggard  had  well  trained  his  school  in  the  exercises.  The  children  all  spoke  nicely.  There  was  a 
large  gathering  to  the  entertainment.  They  crowded  the  old  schoolhouse  so  it  gave  way  at  the 
floor  and  went  to  the  ground,  yet  no  one  was  hurt.  But  Mr.  Hoggard  went  on  with  his  exercises. 
The  music  was  furnished  by  Messrs  L.W.  Miller  and  W.R.  Todd.  After  the  exercises  closed,  Mr. 
Hoggard  gave  his  school  a  nice  reception  consisting  of  confectioneries. 

Mr.  Editor,  if  all  our  public  school  teachers  were  such  as  Mr.  Hoggard,  there  need  not  to  be  so 
much  said  about  compulsory  education.  The  people  would  all  send  their  children  to  school.  He 
is  a  schoolteacher,  up  to  date,  and  we  need  not  comment  on  his  efficiency.  He  enjoys  an  excel- 
lent reputation  in  his  neighborhood,  and  wherever  he  is  known." 
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In  1905,  Bertie  County  observed  a  four-month  school  term,  December  through  March.  A  total  of 
105  teachers  instructed  2,529  students.  Monthly  salaries  for  teachers  were  $31.50  and  $23.76  for 
white  males  and  female  respectively;  $23.46  and  $21.97  for  black  males  and  females  respec- 
tively. When  the  county  established  a  bus  transportation  system  for  schoolchildren  in  1926,  the 
Ross  Church  School  was  consolidated  with  Askewville  School.  After  the  Ross  schoolhouse  was 
abandoned,  it  became  a  country  store  for  several  years.  Eventually  it  was  renovated  and  occupied 
as  a  home.  The  old  schoolhouse  still  stands  at  its  original  site  with  additional  rooms,  porch,  and 
railings.  Many  people  living  in  the  community  today  are  not  aware  of  its  existence,  or  its  past. 
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ELDER  JAMES  ROSS,  FIRST  PASTOR 


James  Ross  was  bom  in  1 869  in  Martin  County,  North  Carolina,  to  parents  of  Scottish  descent. 
The  ancestors  of  James  settled  in  Martin  County  after  moving  from  Isle  of  Wright,  Virginia.  Ac- 
cording to  Rev.  Thurman  Griffin  (now  deceased)  from  Martin  County,  the  Rosses  originally  set- 
tled in  a  community  known  today  as  Reddick's  Grove,  near  Williamston.  Rev.  Griffin  also  stated 
that  there  was  an  old  Ross  family  cemetery  near  Reddick's  Grove  Church.  By  the  early  1 800s, 
the  Ross  ancestors  had  produced  four  ministers  of  the  gospel  that  were  active  in  churches  in  the 
Kehukee  Association:  Martin  Ross,  James  Ross,  Thomas  Ross,  and  William  Ross.  Martin  be- 
came famous;  James  became  co-founder  and  the  first  pastor  of  Ross  Church.  Little  is  known 
about  Thomas  and  William.  It  is  believed  by  the  writer  that  James  was  Martin's  younger  brother 
-  about  eight  years  his  junior.  James  failed  to  find  fulfillment  with  the  General  (Primitive)  Bap- 
tist doctrine  taught  by  the  Kehukee  Association.  When  Martin  began  his  crusade  to  establish  the 
Baptist  Missionary  Society  in  churches  in  eastern  North  Carolina,  James  became  a  dedicated  sup- 
porter. 

James  Ross  was  licensed  to  preach  and  ordained  by  the  Kehukee  Association  sometime  before 
1 798.  At  that  time,  the  Kehukee  dominated  the  other  Baptist  associations  in  eastern  North  Caro- 
lina and  southeastern  Virginia  with  strict  Primitive  Baptist  Doctrine.  All  associations  met  with, 
and  submitted  reports  to  the  Kehukee  Association  annually.  During  the  annual  meetings,  minis- 
ters from  the  Kehukee  were  appointed  as  messengers  to  the  other  associations.  The  messengers 
fulfilled  their  assignments  through  frequent  "preaching  visits"  to  various  churches  in  the  other  as- 
sociations. In  1 798  the  name  of  Elder  James  Ross  appears  in  the  Kehukee  minutes  for  the  first 
time  when  he  was  appointed  messenger  to  the  Neuse  Association.  James  repeated  that  assign- 
ment the  next  two  years.  During  James'  three-year  relationship  with  the  Neuse  Association,  he 
"laid  the  groundwork"  for  the  Missionary  Society  that  would  soon  become  a  reality.  The  Neuse 
was  among  the  first  associations  to  support  a  missionary  cause. 

Chances  are  favorable  that  James  and  Martin  began  preaching  in  Bertie  County  as  early  as  1 800. 
By  the  year  of  1802,  there  was  adequate  support  to  begin  planning  a  meetinghouse  to  worship  in. 
During  1802,  a  deed  was  obtained  for  property  to  build  a  "house  of  worship."  Martin  began  to 
answer  the  calls  that  beckoned  him  to  other  areas  and  greater  responsibilities.  James  settled  in 
Bertie  County,  and  continued  to  preach  to  the  people  that  would  become  the  early  Ross  Commu- 
nity. He  became  a  member  of  Cashie  Meeting  House,  and  acquired  a  farm  south  of  Windsor  on 
the  Woodard  Road  (present  name),  near  the  Whitmel  Swain  homestead,  where  he  made  his  home. 

As  James  continued  to  meet  with  the  people  in  the  community,  they  became  organized  and  built 
their  first  house  of  worship  in  1804.  For  many  years  the  building  was  known  as  the  "Log  Meet- 
ing House,"  also  referred  to  as  the  "Elder  James  Ross  Meeting  House."  James  became  the  first 
pastor  in  1804,  and  moved  his  letter  from  Cashie  Church  to  Ross  Church  in  April  1806.  He  was 
often  referred  to  as  "loving  Brother  Ross,"  but  his  tenure  as  pastor  was  not  without  incident.  Late 
in  the  year  of  1817,  James  was  suspended  as  pastor  of  Ross  Church,  including  his  license  to 
preach.  The  specific  charge(s)  against  him  is  not  known.  He  was  restored  as  pastor  in  1820  and 
continued  to  serve  in  that  capacity  until  October  1838,  when  he  retired  at  age  sixty-eight.  After 
James  retired,  he  continued  to  serve  on  committees  and  preached  occasionally  until  his  death  in 
January  1853,  at  age  eighty-three.  Elder  Ross  had  traveled  from  his  home  south  of  Windsor  to 
Ross  Church  many  times  during  his  fifty-years  of  service. 
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All  that  is  known  of  the  family  of  James  Ross  is  revealed  in  his  Last  Will  and  Testament,  and  the 
1850  Census  Report.  His  Last  Will  and  Testament  was  written  in  1843  as  follows: 

"The  Last  Will  and  Testament  of  James  Ross 

In  the  name  of  God,  amen.  I,  James  Ross  of  the  County  of  Bertie,  and  State  of  North  Carolina, 
being  of  sound  and  disposing  mind  and  memory,  do  make  and  ordain  this  as  my  Last  Will  and 
Testament  as  follows: 

Item  1 .  I  direct  that  all  my  just  debts  shall  be  paid. 

Second:  1  give  and  bequeath  to  Moses  L.  Mizelle,  my  books. 

Thirdly:  1  give  to  my  daughter,  Nancy  Ward  and  her  husband  the  property  that  I  have  heretofore 
lent  them  in  possession  of,  to  them  and  their  heirs  forever. 

Forthly:  The  balance  of  my  property  of  every  description,  both  real  and  personal,  I  give  and  be- 
queath to  my  wife  Polly  Ross,  to  her  and  her  heirs  forever,  with  the  promise,  however,  that  my 
said  wife  is  to  support  my  daughter  Sally  Ross  out  of  my  estate,  with  the  privilege  of  occupying  a 
room  that  1  have  designated  at  my  home,  during  her  lifetime. 

Lastly:  I  nominate  and  appoint  my  wife  Polly  Ross,  sole  Executrix  to  this  my  Last  Will  and  Tes- 
tament. In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  my  seal,  this  the  1  Ith  day  of 
December  1843. 

Signed:  James  Ross  (Seal) 

Signed,  sealed,  and  acknowledged  in  the  presence  of  Jonathan  S.  Taylor. 

Signed:  Ginnis  Tadlock 

Jonathan  S.  Taylor" 

"State  of  North  Carolina,  Bertie  County  Court,  February  term  1853.  This  Last  Will  and  Testa- 
ment of  James  Ross  was  duly  proved  in  open  court  by  the  oath  of  Jonathan  S.  Taylor,  one  of  the 
subscribing  witnesses  thereof,  and  ordered  to  be  recorded.  At  the  same  time,  Mary  Ross,  the  ex- 
ecutrix therein  named  qualified  as  executrix  by  taking  the  required  oath. 

Signed:  William  P.  Gurley" 


When  James  Ross  wrote  his  Last  Will  and  Testament  in  1843,  he  used  the  name  "Polly"  as  his 
wife's  name.  When  his  wife  qualified  as  executrix  of  the  estate,  the  name  "Mary"  was  used.  It  is 
believed  that  the  names  Polly  and  Mary  were  used  for  the  same  person,  and  that  she  was  the  sec- 
ond wife  of  James.  According  to  the  1850  Census  Report,  Nancy  Ward,  daughter  of  James,  was 
one  year  older  than  Mary,  the  wife  of  James.  Another  daughter,  Sally  Ross,  is  named  in  the  same 
Last  Will  and  Testament  as  the  daughter  of  James.  When  the  document  is  read  careftilly,  it  be- 
comes apparent  that  Sally  was  an  invalid,  and  financial  care  was  provided  for  her  for  life  through 
the  proceeds  of  the  estate.  It  is  believed  that  Sally  died  before  1850.  She  was  not  listed  as  part  of 
the  Ross  family  in  the  Census  Report  for  that  year. 
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According  to  the  1 850  Census  Report,  the  James  Ross  family  was  listed  as  follows: 

James  Ross,  age  81 .  Baptist  minister  -  farmer,  owned  real  estate. 

Mary  Ross,  age  44.  (Also  known  as  "Polly"). 

Mary  Swain,  age  26.  Owned  real  estate. 

James  Polk,  age  23.  Mulatto  (African-Caucasian). 

Mary  Swain  was  probably  the  daughter  of  Mary  Ross  by  a  previous  marriage.  This  conclusion  is 
speculation  only;  there  is  no  confirmation  through  documentation. 

In  1850,  the  daughter  of  James  Ross,  Nancy  Ward,  age  45,  was  listed  as  married  to  William 
Ward,  age  59.  They  were  living  in  their  home  and  operating  the  James  Ross  Farm. 

When  the  census  was  taken  in  1860,  there  were  no  Ross  names  listed  in  Bertie  County.  It  is 
known  that  James  died  in  1853.  His  wife  Mary,  could  have  remarried,  died,  or  moved  from  the 
county. 

Nothing  is  known  at  this  time  about  the  first  wife  of  James  Ross.  According  to  the  church  min- 
utes, James  was  absent  from  church  meetings  for  an  extended  period  of  time  just  before  he  retired 
in  1838.  That  absence  could  have  been  related  to  sickness  and/or  death  in  his  family.  Since 
James  was  a  property  owner  in  Bertie  County,  it  is  possible  that  additional  information  about  his 
family  will  surface  later. 
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ELDER  MARTIN  ROSS,  CIRCUIT  RIDER 


Martin  Ross  was  born  to  parents  of  Scottish  descent  that  had  migrated  into  fvlartin  County  from 
Virgina.  Martin  was  bom  in  1762,  and  according  to  verbal  information,  he  grew  up  in  the  Rid- 
dick's  Grove  Communitv'  near  Williamston.  After  serving  in  the  American  Revolutionary  War  as 
a  teenager,  he  returned  to  Martin  County  where  he  would  latter  wage  a  personal  religious  war. 
Martin  was  baptized  at  age  twenty;  married  at  age  twent\-one,  and  widowed  at  age  thirty-four 
when  his  wife  died  in  1 796.  He  was  licensed  to  preach  at  age  twenty-two,  and  was  later  ordained 
in  Martin  County  as  a  Minister  of  the  Gospel  by  the  Kehukee  Association.  At  that  time,  churches 
in  the  Kehukee  Association  were  Primitive  Baptist  and  held  fast  to  a  doctrine  that  Martin  Ross 
did  not  support. 

The  name  of  Martin  Ross  appears  many  times  in  the  old  minutes  of  the  Kehukee  Association.  He 
is  mentioned  in  the  minutes  the  first  time  in  1787  when  an  entry  was  made  as  follows:  "Ske- 
warkey  Church,  in  Martin  County,  North  Carolina,  under  the  care  of  Elder  Martin  Ross  was  re- 
ceived into  membership...."  Martin  was  described  as  an  eloquent  speaker,  and  was  invited  to 
speak  frequently  at  the  Kehukee  conventions  that  were  held  biannually  in  Virginia  and  North 
Carolina.  He  served  for  several  years  as  "Messenger"  from  the  Kehukee  to  the  Virginia- 
Portsmouth  Associatioin.  This  was  probably  the  beginning  if  Martin's  travels  that  would  later 
earn  him  the  name  "Circuit-Rider."  As  he  continued  to  travel  and  preach,  he  met  other  ministers, 
some  of  which  were  illiterate,  and  could  not  communicate  the  Word  of  God  effectiveh'.  It  was 
during  this  time  Martin  realized  that  the  churches  in  the  south  w  ere  failing  in  one  of  their  greatest 
responsibilities.  The  churches  were  failing  to  provide  the  opportunity  for  their  ministers  to  be- 
come better  trained  and  educated.  Martin  concluded  that  the  "Ruling  Elders"  had  never  found 
"that  missionary  spirit"  that  would  lead  them  to  reach  out  and  aid  their  poorly  trained  ministers. 

As  early  as  1 800,  Elder  Martin  Ross  had  begun  his  crusade  to  organize  a  "Missionary  Society" 
among  extant  Baptist  churches.  When  Martin  became  an  evangelist  and  proselytizer  for  the  mis- 
sionary cause,  he  traveled  ("rode  the  circuit")  extensively  visiting  churches  in  various  counties 
laying  the  foundation  for  the  society.  It  is  known  that  Elder  James  Ross  assisted  Martin  Ross  in 
this  crusade  until  he  became  pastor  of  Ross  Church  In  1804.  Some  Bertie  County  history  gives  a 
brief  account  of  the  Baptist  Missionary  Crusade  during  the  early  1800s.  According  to  the  history  , 
the  crusade  was  well  organized,  and  the  crusaders  were  very  effective  in  persuading  churches  and 
individuals  to  participate  in  and  promote  the  missionary  cause.  This  same  history  states  that 
many  people  became  follo\^ers  after  attending  "camp  meetings"  provided  by  the  crusaders.  The 
meetings  were  usually  repeated  for  several  days  before  moving  to  another  area.  This  bit  of  his- 
tory confirms  the  traditional  story  about  the  founding  of  the  Ross  Log  Meeting  House  (Ross  Bap- 
tist Missionary  Church).  According  to  the  old  stories,  the  meetings  were  held  near  Cucklemaker 
Creek.  During  that  period  of  time,  there  were  six  Baptist  churches  in  Bertie  County:  Sandy  Run 
(in  Ro.xoble),  Outlaw's  Chapel  (Holly  Grove),  Wiccacon  (Colerain),  Cashie  (in  Windsor),  Repub- 
lican (near  Lewiston),  and  Connaritsa  (near  Aulander).  By  the  year  of  1805,  all  Baptist  churches 
in  Bertie  County  had  become  Missionary  Baptist.  Ross  Baptist  Church  was  organized  in  1804, 
becoming  the  first  church  in  the  county  initially  organized  as  a  Missionary  Baptist  Church. 

By  the  year  of  1803,  Martin  Ross  was  ready  to  "wage  war"  with  his  greatest  enemies:  The  "Rul- 
ing Elders"  of  the  Kehukee  Association.  "On  Friday  before  the  first  Sunday  in  October  1 803,  the 
Kehukee  Association  convened  at  Conoho  Log  Chapel,  Martin  County  ,  North  Carolina. "  Elder 
Martin  Ross  was  scheduled  to  speak,  and  used  the  opportunity  to  urge  all  churches  within  the  as- 
sociation to  support  the  missionary  society.  He  challenged  the  churches  to  embrace  the  "mission- 
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ary  spirit"  and  provide  educational  opportunities  for  members  through  Bible  societies  and  Sunday 
schools,  to  establish  seminaries  and  train  ministers  for  both  home  and  foreign  missions.  Martin 
ended  his  address  with  the  following  words:  "Is  not  the  Kehukee  Association,  with  all  her  nu- 
merous friends,  called  on  in  Providence,  in  some  way,  to  step  forward  in  support  of  that  'mission- 
ary spirit'  which  the  great  God  is  so  wonderfully  reviving  amongst  the  different  denominations  of 
good  men  in  various  parts  of  the  world?"  After  Martin's  address,  he  was  bluntly  reminded  that  if 
God  wanted  all  the  things  that  had  been  requested,  God  would  provide  them  in  due  time.  The  of- 
ficials of  the  Kehukee  Association  were  opposed  to  all  schools  and  societies,  and  referred  to  them 
as  "man-made  institutions." 

After  Martin's  address  in  October  1803,  he  was  severely  criticized  by  the  Kehukee  officials. 
Some  of  that  criticism  is  found  in  the  following  sentences  from  the  Kehukee  minutes:  "At  this 
Association  (conference)  a  subject  was  introduced  which  gave  distress,  trouble,  and  anxiety  to  the 
minds  of  the  brethren  belonging  to  this  body  for  twenty-four  years.  Some  were  in  favor,  and  oth- 
ers stood  opposed  to  the  measure.  There  was  never  a  perfect  agreement  as  to  its  merits.  A  ma- 
jority gave  a  feeble  and  tardy  assent  to  it  for  a  while,  but  perfect  satisfaction,  never.  It  was  a  new 
thing  introduced  to  the  notice  of  the  association.  It  gave  rise  to  contentions,  heartburnings,  bick- 
ering, animosity  and  strife;  broke  the  peace  of  the  brethren,  and  was  a  firebrand  in  their  midst. 
The  subject  was  that  of 'Missions'  which  was  introduced  by  Elder  Martin  Ross,  then  a  prominent 
minister  in  the  association...."  The  unyielding  Primitive  Baptists  began  to  refer  to  Martin  and  his 
associates  as  "The  Missionaries,"  proponents  of  an  "ungodly  and  man-made  society."  The  offi- 
cials continued  to  attack  Martin  with  scathing  remarks  until  his  death  in  1827.  However,  by  their 
own  admission,  the  officials  feared  Martin's  ability  to  "persuade  people  to  his  way  of  thinking 
through  his  eloquent  speaking."  They  would  soon  learn  that  their  fears  were  well  founded. 

By  the  year  of  1804,  the  Kehukee  officials  were  beginning  to  realize  that  many  churches  under 
their  "control"  were  now  supporting  the  missionary  society.  In  an  attempt  to  remove  the  "mis- 
sionaries" from  the  Kehukee  Association,  the  officials  scheduled  a  meeting  for  the  third  Sunday 
in  June  1 805,  to  deliberate  on  missions.  Cashie  Meeting  House  in  Windsor  was  selected  as  the 
site,  and  Martin  Ross  was  appointed  to  conduct  the  meeting.  In  addition  to  the  Kehukee  Associa- 
tion, the  meeting  was  attended  by  delegates  fi-om  the  Virginia-Portsmouth  Association,  Neuse 
Association,  and  many  churches  north  of  the  Roanoke  River  to  the  Virginia  Line.  When  the 
meeting  was  over,  the  Virginia-Portsmouth  and  Neuse  Associations,  churches  north  of  the 
Roanoke  to  the  Virginia  Line,  and  churches  in  northern  Martin  County  had  pledged  their  support 
for  the  missionary  society.  The  Kehukee  immediately  moved  their  boundary  lines,  thus  exclud- 
ing the  missionaries  from  the  "bounds"  of  their  association. 

In  May  1 806,  the  churches  in  favor  of  missions  met  at  the  Newbiggin  Meeting  House,  Pasquo- 
tank County,  and  organized  into  an  associated  body  that  is  still  known  as  the  Chowan  Associa- 
tion. During  the  year  of  1806,  Martin  Ross  married  his  second  wife,  and  organized  the  Bethel 
Baptist  Church  in  the  Bethel  Community  of  Perquimans  County.  Bethel  became  the  "base  of  op- 
erations" for  the  Chowan  Association,  and  for  Martin's  next  project  known  as  a  "General  Meeting 
of  Correspondence."  Through  his  General  Meeting  of  Correspondence,  Martin  and  his  followers 
began  organizing  all  Missionary  Baptist  churches  in  North  Carolina  into  an  associated  body, 
while  convincing  other  churches  to  become  members.  By  the  year  of  1807,  the  Missionary  Soci- 
ety had  grown  into  three  associations,  and  continued  to  expand. 

As  early  as  1 809,  Martin  began  to  appeal  to  the  churches  to  consider  educational  opportunities  for 
their  membership,  especially  the  minister  members.  He  wrote  the  following  words  to  the 
churches  in  1 809:  "O  Brethren,  give  yourselves  to  reading,  and  to  be  like  Apollos,  mighty  in  the 
Scriptures.  Where  is  the  man  who  has  dived  so  far  in  them,  as  that  he  can  go  no  farther?  Many 
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have  said  respecting  the  knowledge  necessary  or  useful  to  a  Minister,  'The  spirit  of  God  needs 
none  of  man's  learning'  -  with  much  greater  truth  and  propriety  it  may  be  said,  'the  spirit  of  God 
needs  no  man's  ignorance.'  Knowledge,  brethren,  sound  gospel  knowledge  is  what  is  necessary. 
Noise  and  rant  may  set  the  world  a  gazing,  but  divine  truth  -  it  is  the  mighty  force  of  divine  truth 
that  turns  souls  to  God."  By  the  year  of  1815,  most  Baptist  Missionary  churches  in  North  Caro- 
lina had  acquired  membership  with  the  American  Baptist  Missionary  Board,  and  were  receiving 
published  books  to  aid  their  minister  members..  At  that  time  the  American  Baptist  Board  had  es- 
tablished seminaries  in  Philadelphia,  PA,  and  was  producing  trained  ministers.  One  of  those 
ministers  would  play  an  important  role  in  the  ^establishment  of  the  North  Carolina  Baptist  Con- 
vention after  the  death  of  Martin  Ross. 

It  is  knowTi  that  Martin  Ross  traveled  to  Philadelphia  during  1813  or  1814.  There  is  probably 
where  he  met  Thomas  Meredith,  a  young  seminary  educated  minister.  Martin  persuaded  Thomas 
to  move  to  eastern  North  Carolina,  and  become  his  partner  in  establishing  the  missionary  society 
throughout  the  state.  Thomas  Meredith's  first  assignment  was  in  the  Neuse  Association,  where  he 
served  for  several  years.  When  Thomas  moved  from  the  Neuse,  he  went  to  the  Chowan  Associa- 
tion and  made  his  home  near  Edenton,  and  near  the  home  of  Martin  Ross.  Under  the  leadership 
of  Martin,  Thomas,  and  others  labored  together,  extending  the  boundary  line  of  the  missionary 
society  westward.  During  the  same  time,  plans  were  finalized  to  organize  all  the  Missionary 
Baptist  Associations  into  a  State  Convention.  Martin  Ross  died  in  1827,  three  years  before  the 
North  Carolina  Baptist  Convention  was  formed. 

During  the  crusade  to  establish  the  Baptist  Missionary  Society  -  1802  through  1830  -  many  of 
the  crusaders  were  arrested  in  some  areas,  thrown  in  jail,  and  persecuted  on  trumped-up  charges. 
Martin  Ross  was  under  constant  verbal  attack  by  the  officials  of  the  Kehukee  Association.  The 
same  year  that  Martin  died,  he  was  accused  of  "gratifying  his  fancies  while  trying  to  gain  the  ap- 
plause of  the  world."  The  Kehukee  officials  warned  the  churches  that  they  had  been  "sadly  de- 
ceived in  uniting  with  the  'Missionaries'  and  engaging  in  their  new-fangled  schemes."  The  offi- 
cials summed  up  the  accomplishments  of  Martin  and  the  crusaders  as  follows:  "But  'Missionar- 
ies' have  brought  about  a  great  change.  Their  Associations  are  burdened  with  numerous  projects 
before  them,  and  numerous  advocates  pleading  for  money  to  carry  into  execution  their  various 
schemes.  When  one  object  or  scheme  becomes  a  little  stale,  they  start  up  another,  so  as  to  keep 
the  minds  of  the  people  sufficiently  excited  to  part  with  their  money  to  these  greedy  beggers. 
They  keep  much  of  the  money  they  get  to  pay  themselves  for  begging,  and  the  object  for  which 
they  beg  is  but  little  cared  for."  There  are  no  accounts  to  indicate  that  Martin  ever  verbally  at- 
tacked his  adversaries  with  negative  comments. 

After  the  death  of  Martin,  Thomas  Meredith  moved  to  Wake  County  where  he  continued  to  pur- 
sue the  goals  of  his  friend,  Martin  Ross.  In  1830,  Thomas  succeeded  in  establishing  the  North 
Carolina  Baptist  Convention.  During  the  year  of  1833,  Thomas  founded  the  Biblical  Recorder,  a 
publication  to  keep  churches  informed  of  news  and  events  within  the  convention.  By  the  year  of 
1 834,  the  convention  had  established  its  first  school  for  men  in  the  forest  of  Wake  County.  Sam- 
uel Wait,  a  friend  of  Thomas  Meredith,  founded  the  school.  The  school  began  in  an  old  two-story 
farmhouse  and  was  named  Wake  Forest  Institute.  Before  the  death  of  Thomas,  he  proposed  the 
establishment  of  a  school  for  women  in  the  Raleigh  area,  and  began  to  pursue  that  goal.  After  his 
death,  the  convention  establish  the  school  and  appropriately  named  it  Meredith  College.  The  pre- 
sent names  and  dates  of  educational  institutions  established  since  1830  are  as  follows:  Wake 
Forest  University,  1834;  Chowan  College,  1848;  Mars  Hill  College,  1856;  Campbell  Univer- 
sity, 1887;  Meredith  College,  1896;  Wingate  University,  1896;  Fruitland  Baptist  Bible  Institute, 
1899;  Gardner- Webb  University,  1907,  and  Southeastern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  and 
College,  1951. 
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During  the  year  of  1996  the  BibHcal  Recorder  published  a  story  about  the  close  friendship  be- 
t^^'een  Martin  Ross  and  Thomas  Meredith.  The  story  described  Martin  as  a  man  with  God-gifted 
talents  and  ability,  eloquent  in  word,  sincere  in  dedication.  Thomas  had  acquired  a  formal  educa- 
tion in  Theology,  but  sated  on  many  occasions  that  the  man  Martin  Ross  was  far  superior  to  all 
the  attributes  he  himself  would  ever  acquire.  Martin  was  much  older  than  Thomas,  but  according 
to  the  story,  they  formed  a  binding  father-son  relationship,  and  shared  much  respect  for  each 
other.  What  they  accomplished  during  the  first  thirty  years  was  remarkable,  especially  when  we 
are  reminded  that  it  all  began  with  small  meetings  in  places  like  the  banks  of  Cucklemaker  Creek. 

Martin  Ross,  Circuit  Rider,  Pioneer  of  Missions,  died  in  1827  at  age  sixty-five.  He  was  buried  in 
Perquimans  County  between  Edenton  and  Hertford,  near  the  Bethel  Community.  During  the  year 
of  1956,  the  Chowan  Association  erected  a  stone  marker  in  memory  of  Martin  Ross  at  the  site  of 
Bethel  Baptist  Church  Building.  The  marker  is  inscribed  as  follows: 

THE  REVEREND 
MARTIN  ROSS 
1762-  1827 


PATRIOT  AND  SOLDIER  OF 
THE  AMERICAN  REVOLUTION 

PIONEER  BAPTIST  MINISTER 
AND  TRAVELING  EVANGELIST 

INSTRUMENTAL  IN  THE 
ORGANIZATION  OF  THE 
CHOWAN  BAPTIST  ASSOCIATION 

FOUNDER  OF  BETHEL  AND 
OTHER  BAPTIST  CHURCHES 
IN  EASTERN  CAROLINA 

FATHER  OF  THE  BAPTIST  STATE 
CONVENTION  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA 


ERECTED  BY 
CHOWAN  BAPTIST  ASSOCIATION 
1956 


The  Bethel  Baptist  Church,  founded  by  Martin  Ross  in  1806  is  located  in  the  Bethel  Community 
of  Perquimans  County,  near  theYeopin  River.  According  to  headstones  on  graves,  some  of  the 
early  members  are  buried  at  the  site.  The  Martin  Ross  Memorial  Marker  is  located  in  front  if  the 
building  under  a  cedar  tree. 
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NAME  INDEX 

When  researching  the  names  of  early  members  of  Ross  Church,  it  becomes  apparent  that  many 
members  shared  identical  names.  Therefore,  some  of  the  names  in  this  index  represent  more  than 
one  person. 


Adams: 

Williams.  66 

Asbel: 

Sarah  14 

Askew: 

Cullen  44,46 
Liza  46 

Baker: 

Elizabeth  (1)  36 
Elizabeth  (2)  68 

Janitt  (Janet  or  Jeanette  ?)  36,  52 
Martha  37 
Maryliza  68 
William  65,67 

Barnacascel: 

Angeline  31 

Barnes: 

Rebecca  Ann  63 

Battle: 

Elisha  44 

Bass: 

Ann  46 

Augustus  22,  26,  28,  29 
John  23,27,28,29 
Lydia  40 

Bazemore: 

Stephen  13,28,30,43,44 

Boswell: 

Amanita  3 1 
James  43,  47 
Mariah  68 
Mary  63 
Susannah  14 
William  36,42,47 


Boyce: 

Martha  22 

Britt: 

Alonzo  36,40,41 
Delsie  40 

H.  J.  (Henry)  45,  47,  51,  53,  55,  56,  65 
Nancy  44 
W.J.  52 

Britton: 

Evan  22 

Brown: 

Stephen  42,43,47 

Bryant: 

Catherine  44 

David  14,  21,  23,  26,  30,  31,  32 

Frances  42 

John  15,  17 

Joseph  61,  64 

Lewis  45 

Liza  14 

Mary  36 

Mecham  36 

N.  (?)  37 

Nancy  23,24,50,64,66 
Penelope  38,55 
Sally  23 
Susan  45, 54 
Winifred  32,38 

Buck: 

Jasper  23,  24, 25 

Burch: 

Martha  63 

Bunch: 

Alec  5 

Jeremiah  52,  53,  57,  6o,  61,  62 
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Butier: 

Allen  23,28,31,39 
Darius  28 
Elizabeth  35 
Everett  26,  27 
Frances  (1)  23,  24 
Frances  (2)38,  56 
Grover  26 
Harriet  45 
Jane  54 

Judith  44,  50,  51 
June  45 
Keziah  15 
Leon  36 
Lewis  23 
Levi  42 
Lonza  46,  47 
Lorenzo  38 
Lucy  66 
Margaret  62 
Martha  (I)  15,  18 
Martha  (2)  68 
Mary  23,  34,  49 
Millie  44,  53 
Minnie  25 

Miola  27  '* 

Nancy  40,  44,  50 

R(?)  24,25,26 

Reva  23 

Sally  44,45,47 

Sarah  68 

Sooky  28 

Susannah  23 

Tempey  24 

Tobias  15 

Willian  45,46 

Williamson  61 

Wilson  38 

By  rum: 

Charlotte  25 

John  22,23,27,28,32 

Mary  29 

Starkey  23,  36 

Winifred  23,  29 

Cale: 

Amanda  62 

Chamey  18,23,24,25,26,28,30,31, 
32,33,35,38,39,41,43,44, 
52 


(Cales) 

Chamey,  Jr.  49,52 
Drucilla  42 
Eason  44,  47,  54 
Elizabeth  (1)23 
Elizabeth  (2)  35,  45 
Harriet  54,  67 
John  31 
Jose  23 
Judith  52 
Ludy  44 
Lucy  45 
Mary  Ann  61 
Penelope  37 
Sarah  37 
Thomas  44,  45 
Thomas  C.  23,30,32 
William  R.  68 

Carter: 

Caroline  43 
James  (1)  41 
James  (2)  69 
Lewis  38 
Margaret  41 
Penelope  63 
Sally  42 
Thomas  36 
Turner  3 1 ,  40 
William  63 

Castellow: 

Adeline  64 

Aquilla  24,34,37,41,62 

Barbara  16 

Carrie  45 

Chamey  23 

Drucilla  42 

Elizabeth  18,38 

Fanny  42 

Happy  23,45 

James  24,  54,  67,  68 

Jane  38 

JohnD.  48 

Martha  45 

Mary  36 

Temperance  37,  41 
Turner  24 
Sally  35 
William  38,65 
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Champion: 

Zachaeus  1 1 
Sally 

Churchfield: 

Martha  68 

Cobb: 

Catherine  44,  52 
Hasty  63 
James  38 
John  44 

Coefield: 

Alfred  36 
Augustus  68 

Conner: 

Mary  21 

Corbet: 

Augustus  42,  5 1 
Eliza  23 
Elizabeth  69 
Joseph  E.  69 
Martha  23,  49,  54 
Mary  14 
Miles  23 

Cowan: 

Amanda  69 
Charlotte  51 
Chloe  29 
Christine  28,  32 
Clara  15 
Dempsey  23 
Dicey  23 
Frussy  64 
Henry  68 
Hetty  68 

John  7,  8,  10,  12,  13,  14,  15,  16,  17 
John  Wesley,  Sr.  7 
Johnson  45,  49 
Levi  26 

Lewis  23,31,32 
Liza  42 

Margaret  23,49,57 
Mary  50,  51,  64 
Martha  68 
Moses  66 
Phoebe  23 


(Cowan) 
Sarah  14 

Thomas  23,25,32 

William  7,9,  11,  13,  14,  15,  16,  17,  18, 

20,21,23,26,  30,32,36 
Winifred  68 
Worley  45,  49,  52 

Craig: 

A.  M.  62 

CuckJemaker: 

Indian  31 

Cullipher: 

James  40,42 
Harriet  44,  45 

Curry: 

Margaret  24 

Davis: 

Edward  E.  66 

Delk: 

James  59,60, 

Doneleaux: 

Henri  31 

Elizabeth  Marie  Callis  31 

Dossey: 

William  13,  14 

Douglas: 

William  57 

Drew: 

Penelope  22,  32 

Dunlow: 

Elmore  59,60,61 

George  W.  68 

Henry  68,69 

John  21,26,29,45,46 

Liza  44,  64 

Lucy  35 

Lydia  22 

Mary  36,  61 

Winifred  44,49 
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Evans: 

Charles  49,  51,  53 
Elinder  33 
Frances  69 
James  47,  68 
Jonas  59 

Jonathan  44,  56,  59 
Martha  36 
Nancy  63 
Sarah  26 

Starkey  36,  45,  47,  50,  51,  52,  53,  56, 
59,  65 

Ferguson: 

James  51,  52 

Fleetwood: 

George  64 
Sarah  8,  17 

Folk: 

Benjamin  7,  12,  19 

Forbs: 

Evan  33 

Freeman: 

Aaron  7.  8,  1 1 
Alexander  8,  9 
Blunt  36,47 
Harriet  64 
Jacob  17 
John  38,49 
Joseph  45, 57 
Judy  8 
Martha  37 
Mary  34 
Nancy  34 
Richard  49 
Riddick  60 
Sally  54,55,59,60 
Sarah  37 
William  42,46 

Gas  kins: 

Elizabeth  23 
David  48 

Thomas  14,  16,  17,20,23,24 
Gillam: 

Moses  8,  9,  11,  12,  13,  14,  16,  17,  19 


Goodman: 

D(?)  34 

Gregory: 

Mary  J.  62 

Hale: 

Elizabeth  50 
Nancy  22 

Halsey: 

Cullen  58,  59,  60,  61,  62,  63,  64,  67 
William  64 

Hardy: 

Benjamin  15,48 
Elizabeth  24,  30 

Harrell: 

David  44,  46,  52,  53 
George  66,  67 
Harriet  32,  35,  37 
Jesse  62,  63,  64 
John  33 
Levina  36 
Martha  36,  64 
Mary  32,  37,  66 
Olive  36 
Priscilla  64 

Harrison: 

Christian  36,  51,  53,  54,  55,  56,  57,  63 

George  36,  38 

Henry  66,68 

Kader  23,  28,  49,  55,  66 

King  22,  28 

Nancy  12 

Penelope  7,  44,  64 

Reuben  12,  18,  23,  25,  29,  30,  44,  55,  60 
William  R.  68 
Winifred  35 

Hawkins: 

(?)  21 
Mary  36 
Nancy  23 
Temperance  54,  56 

Hoggard: 

Alonzo  (1)7 
Alonzo  (2)  64 
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(Hoggard) 
Amelia  15 
Ann  14,  16 
Blunt  63 
Calvin  (1)  61 
Calvin  (2)  63 
Catherine  49,  59,  60 
Christian  23 
David  42 
Edward  23 
Eli  65 

Eiisha  18,67 

Elvin  D.  66 

Emilizer  35 

Elizabeth  44 

Ernestine  36 

George  38,46 

Harriet  40,  43,  49,  55,  57,  67 

Jacqueline  62,  67 

John  O.  22,  29,  34,  37,  44,  65,  66,  68 
John  N.  24,  44,  45,  46,  47,  50,  51,  52,  53, 

54,  60,  69 
Joseph  50,  56,  57 
M(?)  38,39 
Martha  23 
Martha  Ann  61 
Martha  R.  36 
Mary  38,  68 
Millie  42 
Minnie  24 
Nancy  45,  64 
Nellie  42 
Otis  7 

Penelope  (1)21,  28 
Penelope  (2)38 

Penelope  M.  26,  30,  31,  32,  40  41,  42,  43, 
45 

Penny  22 
Sally  44 

Thomas  34  through  69 
Timothy  42,49 
W.  Scott  7 

William  H.  55,  56,  57,  59,  60,  61 
Winifred  23 
WorleyT.  56 

Holley: 

Augustus  37,  39,  41,  42,  43,  44,  45,  50, 
52 


Holioman: 

Emily  43 

Huff: 

Celia  44 
Joseph  44 

Hughes: 

Ann  11 

Barnaby  27,32,40 
Charles  36,40 
Charlotte  22,32 
Christian  58,  65 
Christine  24,  32 

Cornelius  7,  8,  13,  16,  17,  18,  20,  21 
Darius  60 


Daisy  40 
David  53,55,56 
Deliah  14 
Dicey  24 

Elizabeth  22,  29,  30,  50,  66 
Frances  38,  45 
George  R.  50,  57,  59,  60 
Happy  32 

Henry  28,  31,  38,49,  57,  66 
James22,  25 

John  36,39,59,63,64,68 
Judith  22 
Judy  25 

Levi  23,  28,  45,  46,  49,  53,  55,  56,  59,  60, 

61,64,  68 
Ludy  34,40 
Margaret  38,  40 
Martha  35,42,47 
Mary  15,42,62,68 
Matthew  45,46,47,50,51 
Mayo  22 

Miles  30,  31,  32,  35,  50,  51,  52,  53,  54,  56, 

58,  59,  60,  64,  65,  69 
Miller  23 
Millie  28 
Nancy  22,33,43 
Nathan  8,9 
Penelope  33,  38 
Pemecy  44 
Rachel  42 
Reddick  56,  58,  59 
Sally  42 
Sarah  1 5 
Simon  38,  43 
Stephen  16,20 


(Hughes) 
West  49,  59,  60 

Whitmel  36,  51,  53,  54,  55,  56,  58,  59,  61, 

62,  64,  65,  66,  67,  69 
William  H.  63 
William  T.  60 
Winifred  23,  29 

Jackson: 

Margaret  44 

Jernigan: 

Ann  69 
Elizabeth  42 

George  22,  26,  27,  45,  60 
Granison  64,  65 
J.  (?)  68 
Mary  24,  63 
Nathan  23,27 

Nathaniel  42,  43,  44,  45,  48,  49,  56,  58, 

59,  60,  65,  67 
Nathaniel,  Jr.  65 
Penelope  63 
RolingB.  49,69 
Sally  22 
Sam  66 

Sarah  35,42,43,44 
Starkey  60,65 

William  H.  22,  23,  24,  25,  60,  64 
William  J.  42,64,66,69 
William  T.  68  ' 
Worley  M.  49 

Johnson: 

Abigail  36,68 

Alexander  13,  14,  15,  16 

Apple  42 

Hardy  23,26,62 

Henry  66 

Jan  65 

John  42,50 

Littleton  46 

Liston  38 

Marcus  53 

Mark  49 

Margaret  42 

Martha  66 

Nancy  24,  64 

Retha  66 

Sarah  14 

Sims  23 


(Johnson) 
Thomas  26,  64 
Toniah  22 

Jones: 

Rachel  50 
William  44 

Jordan: 

Joseph  24 

William  H.  22,  24,  25,  34,  60 

King: 

(?)  60 

Lassiter: 

John  44 
Penelope  23,  42 
Rachel  45 

Lawrence: 

Frances  60 

Reuben  21,23,25,30 

Leary: 

Thomas  15,  16 
West  43,44 
William  19 

Luke: 

(?)  66 

Maxwell: 

Sally  23,32 

Meredith: 

Thomas  54 

McGovern: 

Elizabeth  Frances  56,57 
George  57 
Owen  45 

Michelson: 

(?)  46 

MiHer: 

Alice  68 
Ann  61 
Elijah  67 
Frances  62 


(Miller) 
Humphrey  23,  30 
Joseph  66,  68 
Margaret  40 
Martha  60 
Nathan  28,  29,  33 
Tempest  22  . 
William  25 

Mitchell: 

Agatha  30 
Ann  66 
Bryant  49 
Darius  49,60 
Elander  42 
Elisha  35,  39 
Elizabeth  38,  51  ' 
Frances  37 

Garvin  36,  39,40,45,46,49,  51 
George  36,  39,  42,  45,  68 
James  E.  68 
Jarvis  64 

John  25,  30,  42,  47,  59,  60,  63,  66,  67 

King  23,  28 

Mary  34 

Nancy  42,  45,  68 

Nathan  66 

Nellie  41 

Penelope  30,32,36 
Rachel  14 
Rebecca  1 4 
Sally  28,  58 

William  6,  22,  34,  36,  37,  38,  40,  41,  43, 
44,  45,  46,  47,  50,  52,  53,  54,  56, 
57,  59,  66,  67 

William  J.  42,  49,  50,  53,  54,  55,  56,  57, 
58,60,61,62        to  here 

Mizelle: 

Aaron  6,  15,  21,  23,  25,  26,  29,  30,  32,  34, 

36,37,40,  46,  49,  50,  54,55,57 
Agatha  29 
Alicia  23,  26 
Celia  45 
Charles  42 
Charlotte  14,30 
Christian  "Kitty"  42,  52 
Coleen  42 
Daisy  46 

Elizabeth  14,23,36,37,44,46,63 
Emiline  44 
Frances  35,  44,  49 


(Mizelle) 
George  23,  30,  60 
Harlea  62 

Henry  6,  37,  46,  50,  52,  54,  56,  57,  59, 
60 

James  44,  67 

John  7,  8,  15,  17,  29,  50,  52,  53,  56,  66 
John  (Little-John)  29,  39,  41,  45,  46,  54 
Jonathan  31,  33,  35,  39,  60,  66 
J.  B.  68,  69 

Joseph  37,  39,  40,  42,  47 
Josiah  6,  42,  46,  52,  54,  56,  57,  59,  60, 
63 

Judith  29,31,38,42,45 

Liza  42,  46 

Margaret  14,42,47 

Martha  36,41,42 

Matthew  36,  49,  50 

Mary  1 5,  29,  30,  36,  38,  42,  46,  47,  50, 

56,  60,61,62,68 
Miles  67 
Millie  45 

Moses  22,  24,  28,  29,  30,  34,  36,  39,  40, 

Moses  L.  6,  23-69 

Nancy  15,29,42,45,64 

Penelope  23,  27 

Polly  33 

Priscilla  31 

Rebecca  42 

Sally  44 

Sarah  37,49 

Starkey  6,  35,  39,  41,  45,  54,  55,  57,  59, 

60,  66,  67 
Thaddeus  67,68 
Thomas  23,  36,  39,  45 
William  23,  24,  36,  38,  39,  42,  45,  47, 

49 

Winifred  67 

Moore: 

Mary  21,27 
Thadric  54 

Morris: 

Albert  6,  43,  52,  57,  58,  59 
Ben  16 
Dossey  36,  40 
Eli  44,46,54 
Elizabeth  15,36,40 
Grover  (G.  B.)  36 
George  38 
Harriet  36 


(Morris) 
Jackson  38 
James  58 
Jarvis  42 
Martha  23 
Mary  69 

Matthew  23,  24,  25,  26,  27,  28,  30,  31,32, 

36,37,38,  39,41,44,  46, 
Pemecy  42 
Sarah  J.  65 
Zedekiah  28,  30 
Zilpha  15,30 

Myers: 

Alfred  47 

Clara  38 

Frances  44 

George  44,  49 

Levina  67 

Martha  57,68 

Mary  14,  42,  49 

Nathan  15,  16,24,26,35,48 

W.J.  57 

Newbern: 

Harriet  44, 
Hunter  44,  46 
June  45 

Nicholas  15,  18,  19,20 
Thomas  7,  14,  18 
William  J.  14-25,69 

Nowell: 

John  8,38,43,44,52 

Odom: 

Ira  43,  44,  45,  46,  47,  49,  50,  51,  52,  53, 
54,  57,  59,  60,  67,  69 

Outlaw: 

Dossey  66 

George  7,  8,  13,  16,37,42 
Jeremiah  22 
Mary  22,  25 
Ralph  17 

Reddick  22,  24,  28 
Winston  54 

Oxiey: 

Aquilla  22,  23,  24,  25,  26,  27,  28,  29,  30, 
32,33,36,37,39,  43,48 


(Oxley) 
Augustus  59 
Elizabeth  23,32,42 
Jacqueline  44,  45 
Ledicey  49 
Mandy  44 
Mary  29,  32,  33,  64 
William  A.  60 

Pearce: 

David  45,  46,  53,  54 

Edward  53,  54,  60,  61,  62,  66,  67,  68 

Elizabeth  46 

Esther  45 

Issac  38,  45 

William  33,36,45 

Perry: 

Bashy  42 
Belinda  68 
Delk  44 
Edith  42 
Elizabeth  50 
Esther  36 
Frasier  44 
Hymeric  44,  50 
James  44,  54,  55,  65 
Jarvis  58,60 

John  44,  48,  50,  55,  59,  67 

Joseph  44, 58 

Levania  44 

Martin  50,  53,  56 

Martha  42 

Mary  44 

Nancy  44,  68 

Starkey  58 

Tom  65 

William  (W.  D.)  56,  57,  59,,  60,  64,  65, 

66,  67,  69 
Zackery  44 

Phelps: 

AnnR.  62 
Elender  51 
Elizabeth  38,41 
Frances  37,  40 
Henry  50,51,  54,  56,67 
Margaret  35 
William  36 


Pierce: 

Ann  64 
David  45 
Lodowick  62 
Ned  61 

Poindexter: 

Richard  9,  13,21,24,29 

Powell: 

Christine  68 
Elizabeth  42 

Pritchard: 

Sally  30 
William  51 
Winifred  25,  38,42 

Pruden: 

Lodowick  22,  25,  28 

Pugh: 

Benjamin  42,  46 
Elizabeth  64,67 
Frances  69 
Henry  7,  8,  1 1 
Isaiah  36 
Issac  42,60 
Janet  44 
Josiah  36,  52 
Margaret  42 
Miles  66 
Sarah  49 
William  69 

Ray: 

Harriet  67 
John  10 

Raynor: 

Amos  24,25,26,27,29,30 
Elijah  24,25,30,31,32 
Joshua  44,  47 
Miles  19 

Rice: 

Worley  55,59 

Ross: 

James  1  through  34,  69 

Martin  1,2,3,9,  13,  14,26,34,54 


Sparkman: 

Elinder  23 

Sewell: 

Charles  15 
Leonard  68 

Sexton: 

Nancy  24 

Shaw: 

Ann  68 

Shepherd: 

Mary  24 

Shoulders: 

Polly  17 

Smith: 

Chloe  29 
Olon  24 
Robert  54,55 

Speller: 

Thomas  8 

Spivey: 

Aaron  9-21 
A.J.  52,  53 
David  9 
William  19,59 

Stilley: 

James  67,  68 
P.B.  66 

Sumter: 

Nancy  29 

Thomas: 

Ann  8,  13 
David  54 
Elisha  48 
Margaret  36 
Nancy  37 
Stephen  19 
Winifred  38 

Thompson: 

Alexander  61 


(Thompson) 
Betty  J.  64 
George  33 
Jane  34 
Janet  32 
Lucrecia  33,  34 
Mary  32,34 

Todd: 

Angie  23 
Anna  22 
Aquilla  44,  54 
Basha  49,  66 
Charlotte  22 
David  36,40 

Elisha  49,  53,  56,  57,  63,  64 
Eliza  60 

Elizabeth  24,35,66,68 

Emily  54 

Frances  1 4 

Frussy  37,  68 

Hardy  22,  29,  35,  36,  40 

Haywood  49,  64 

Jacob  59,61 

James  14,  16,  18,  23,  25,  28,  30,  34,  35, 
48 

Jensey  Ann  61 

John  26,35,36,37,38,39,40,41 

Lewis  23,  28 

Ludy  38 

Martha  38,  50 

Martha  J.  69 

Mary  60,66 

Menerva  26 

Moses  38 

Nancy  23 

Pemecy  42 

Priscilla  36 

Redden  24 

Sydney  36 

Sewell  37,41 

Soloman  23,  25 

Temperance  68 

William  42,45 

William  H.  63 

Zilpha  44,49 

Trotman: 

Quentin  33 


Ward: 

Charles  C.  22,28,29,30 

George  D.  63 

James  12,  19 

John  23 

Martha  32 

Nancy  23,  24,  25,  32 

William  23 

Winifred  30 

Waterfield: 

Alfred  J.  65 
William  A.  68 

Williams: 

B.  B.  52,53,54,67,68 
Doctor  68 
Mary  44,46 
William  36  here 

White: 

Abner  47 
Anastasia  68 
Annie  50 
Azeener  35 
Belston  47,  50 
Biilington  54 
Benjamin  50 
Bryant  38 

Carlton  22,  24,  25,  26,  28,  29 

Carolyn  63 

Catherine  37,  67 

Catina  66 

Cennie  38 

Charlotte  26 

Christian  24,37,43 

Christine  23 

Cynthia  23,  24 

David  22,  28,  29,  32,  35,  37 

Deliah  36 

Dicey  35 

Earcel  36 

Elizabeth  23,  37,  38,  49,  57,  64,  67 

Ephraim  23,24,28,32 

Esther  23 

Ezekiel  8,  56 

Frances  37,  67,  68 

Hampton  43,44,45,46,49 

Hardy  23,  32 

Harriet  42 

Henry  7,  1 1  -  63,  69 
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(White) 
Jacob  14,  17 
James  44,  47,  55 
Jesse  (1  &2)25,  29,  43,  68 
John  (1  &  2)  28,  29,  37,  38,  39,  40,  42, 

43,44,  45,47,  49,51,52,  53 
Johnson  39-66,69 
Jonathan  22,  36,  44,  64,  67,  68,  69 
Joseph  (1  8l  2)  38,  42,  44,  49,  57,  66,  67, 

68,  69 
Kader  39  -  67,  69 
Kenneth  65,  66,  67 
King  20,  28,  33,  43 
Ledicey  41 
Levina  67 
Lorenzo  38 
Lucy  35 

Manasseh  64,  68 
Mariah  42 
Marina  61 

Martha  22,  29,  30,  32,  38,  67 

Mary  23,  30,  36,  37,  38,  43,  47,  60,  68 

Mary  F.  68 

Matthew  49 

Mattie  35 

Meady  51,  52,  68 

Meredith  36,46 

Morton  23,  25,  26,  36,  40,  43 

Nancy  22,  37,  43,  47,  49,  50 

Nancy  J.  65 

Patsy  22 

Penelope  23,  46 

Perry  23,25 

Peter  23 

Priscilla  44,  46 

Rachel  23 

Rebecca  40, 50 

Reddick  23,  24,  26,  28 

Reuben  22,28,47 

Roansy  43,  47 

Ruffin  M.  6,  36,  49,  56,  57,  59,  60 

Sally  18,32,42,45 

Sarah  67 

Silvia  63 

Sophia  36 

Starkey  36,  56 

Temperance  37 

Thomas  23,  27,  28,  36,  41,  44,  45,  46,  49, 
50,54 

West  66 

Whedbee  14,  17,  18 


(White) 
Whitmei  23,24,25,28 
William  (1,2  «&3)  36,  37,  41,  44,  45, 

46,  49,  53,  65,  68,  69 
Winifred  35,46 
W.  W.  53 

Williams: 

B.  B.  52,  53,  67,  68 
Doctor  68 
Mary  44,  46, 
Pemecy  67 
William  36 

Williford: 

Frances  49 
Harriet  44 
Jonathan  42,  56,  63 
Margaret  45 
Mary  45 
Ross  36 
William  H.  68 

Wilson: 

Belinda  64 
Celia  44 
Elizabeth  36,37 
Henry  44 
Jacob  65 
James  44,  47 
Jarvis  42,  47 
Maria  65 
Mary  47 
Rebecca  62 
Rachel  23 
Sally  44 

Wynn: 

Browing  64 
George  22 
Rachel  63 
W.  D.  6,57 

Yeats: 

Ishmael  ("Isma")  7-18,69 
Jessie  16 
Martha  18 
Polly  Carrie  16 
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NAME  INDEX  -  SLAVES 


Slave 

Owner 

Abram,  38 

A.  Mebane 

Albert,  43 

Augustus  Holley 

Alfred,  47 

Turner  Carter  Estate 

Amy,  14 

"Isma"  Yeats 

Andrew,  14 

Thomas  Newbem  Estate 

Ben,  44 

William  White 

Betty,  48 

John  Cobb  Estate 

Bob,  38,  43 

A.  Mebane 

Bob,  38 

James  Cobb 

Brady,  22 

George  Wynn 

Calvin,  39 

M.  Hoggard 

Calvin,  47 

Abner  White 

Carter,  38 

Chamey  Cale 

Celia,  37 

George  Outlaw 

Celah,  22 

John  Hoggard 

Clany,  23 

Chamey  Castellow 

Clara,  59 

William  Spivey 

Clara,  42 

Lewis  Bond 

Daniel,  39 

Augustus  Holley 

Delia,  42 

William  J.  Mitchell 

Eli,  38 

M.  Hoggard 

Eliza,  23 

William  Cowan 

George,  36 

Ross  Williford 

George,  54 

Winston  Outlaw 

Grady,  50  (F) 

John  White 

Hannah,  36 

Matthew  Morris 

Hannah,  38 

James  Cobb 

Harriet,  45 

Joseph  Freeman 

Harvest,  39 

William  Mizelle 

Hendy,  36 

Matthew  Morris 

Hester,  36 

William  Cowan 

Hosta,  44 

Catherine  Cobb 

Isom,  48 

John  Cobb  Estate 

Jacob,  42 

Jarvis  B.  Morris 

Jacob,  36 

Grover  Morris 

Jacob,  23 

Reuben  Harrison 

Jane,  45 

Penelope  Hoggard 

Jane,  38 

M.  Hoggard 

Janna,  32 

William  Cowan 

Jeff,  15 

Charles  Sewell 

Jerry,  15 

Ben  Hardy 

Joe,  48 

John  Cobb  Estate 

Lester,  48 

John  Cobb  Estate 

Lizer,  44 

Augustus  Holley 

Ludy,  42 

Judith  Mizelle 

Lunza,  4 1 

William  White 

Martha,  49 

Harriet  Hoggard 

Martha,  44 

Chamey  Cale 

Mary,  36 

Moses  Mizelle 

Mary,  36,  40,  43 

Morton  White 

Mary,  44 

Joseph  Huff 

Mier,  37 

Augustus  Holley 

Minor,  40,  49,  55, 

Harriet  Hoggard 

Moses,  36 

William  Cowan 

Moth,  36 

Hardy  Todd 

Nancy,  42 

George  Outlaw  Estate 

Nancy,  36 

Josiah  Bond 

Nancy,  42 

Penelope  Hoggard 

Nazer,  38 

M.  Hoggard 

Nazareth,  52 

Catherine  Cobb 

Nellie,  15 

Charles  Sewell 

Nelson,  45,  50 

Augustus  Holley 

Noah,  37 

Augustus  Holley 

Peter,  44,  5 1 

John  White 

Peter,  47 

Thomas  Cale 

Phillip,  23 

Miles  Corbet 

Phillip,  29,  42 

Moses  L.  Mizelle 

Phillis,  48 

John  Cobb  Estate 

Phiscy,  48 

John  Cobb  Estate 

Pilar,  43 

Penelope  Hoggard 

Prince,  41,  52 

Augustus  Holley 

Rachel,  44,  46 

Matthew  Morris 

Rathamine,37 

Moses  L.  Mizelle 

Richard,  48 

John  Cobb  Estate 

Rountree,  36,  42 

Augustus  Holley 

Sam,  45 

Garvin  Mitchell 

Sam,  42 

Sarah  Jemigan 

Sam,  22 

William  Jemigan 

Sarah,  1 1 

Zacchaeus  Champion 

Sarah,  15 

William  Newbem 

Sarah,  23 

William  Jemigan 

Sarah,  36 

William  Cowan 

Sarah,  48 

John  Cobb  Estate 

Shade,  48 

John  Cobb  Estate 

Silvey,  38 

John  White 

Sudy,  39 

Moses  Mizelle 

Tammy,  22 

John  Hoggard 

Toby,  48 

John  Cobb  Estate 

Tom,  24 

William  Jemigan 

Tom,  37 

Henry  Mizelle 

Tom,  44,  52 

Catherine  Cobb 

Violet,  42 

William  White 

Will,  48 

John  Cobb  Estate 

Winnev.  48 

John  Cobb  Estate 

FORMER  SLAVES  -  AFTER  1865 
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Abram  Mebane,  65 
Alec  Bunch,  5 
Carolyn  White,  63 
Catina  White,  66 
Celia  Outlaw,  65 
George  White,  65 
Isom  West,  5 
Jacob  Wilson,  65 
Jenny  Dempsey,  66 
Lucy  Holley,  65 
Lucy  Butler,  66 
Maria  Wilson,  65 


Mary  C.  Jemigan,  63 
Minor  Hoggard,  66 
Moses  Cowan,  66 
Nancy  Maddry,  63 
Nazor  Hoggard,  66 
Noah  Mizelle,  65 
Noah  Holley,  66 
Rountree  Holley,  64 
Sam  Jemigan,  66 
Silvia  White,  63 
West  White,  66 
William  Castellow,  65 


All  the  slaves,  and  former  slaves  in  the  index  were  compiled  from  the  minutes  of  Ross  Baptist 
Church.  The  minutes  begin  in  1806,  and  end  in  1872.  All  the  names  are  documented  in  the  min- 
utes except  the  following:  Alec  Bunch,  Isom  West,  and  the  slaves  owned  by  the  John  Cobb  Es- 
tate. During  the  1840s,  the  church  discontinued  to  record  all  the  new  members  in  the  minutes. 
The  church  membership  roll  for  that  period  of  time  is  not  complete,  and  poorly  organized.  Ac- 
cording to  traditional  stories,  the  slave  membership  reached  its  maximum  during  the  early  1 860s. 
The  total  slave  membership  was  probably  much  greater  than  the  record  indicates. 
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